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Merkel continues to impact Alvin community

After 10 years as a Justice of the Peace, Mike Merkel says he loves 
being able to stay in touch with the community.

By Kathleen Holton
Managing Editor

Because he has been such 
a public figure in Alvin for so 
many years, residents have been 

wondering about how Mike 
Merkel is doing after he retired 
as police chief. They also won-
der if he is enjoying his new po-
sition as Justice of the Peace.

The man who was the Alvin 

Police Chief for more than 20 
years says he has really enjoyed 
being the Justice of the Peace 
for Pct. 3 Place 1 for the last 10 
years. The two jobs are similar 
in some ways and yet different 
in others, regarding his responsi-
bility to the community and now 
the county.

Merkel made an impressive 
name for himself as chief in Al-
vin, and was a part of creating 
several community programs 
that brought attention and honors 
to the City.

“During my role in public 
safety and public service for the 
community of Alvin, the focus 
on each program was to cre-

See FEST, Page 2

Justice of the Peace Mike Merkel, the father of three is now a 
grandfather.

AP Capstone students head to Galveston for research 
AP Capstone students from 

Alvin High School took a field 
trip to Galveston to perform up-
close research about several ar-
eas around the island. 

This year’s trip was made pos-
sible by Ascend Cares Commu-
nity Impact Grant that paid for 
26 students and three chaperones 
to go to the Galveston Histori-

cal Society’s newly opened Ship 
to Shore/ELISSA exhibit where 
they experienced real-time/real–
place research. The students had 
the opportunity to explore all 
over the island including various 
monuments, memorials, statues 
around city hall, and then took 
the Historic Harbor Tour of the 
Seagull II. Other notable loca-

tions included Ashton Villa and 
the Texas Heroes Monument. 

“The purpose of this trip is to 
demonstrate how research hap-
pens in places other than a com-
puter,” Alvin HS AP Capstone 
teacher Kelley Smith shared.  
“The students signed up to be 
tour guides for each of the vari-
ous places they visited and were 

asked to research and share their 
findings.” 

AP Seminar is the first year 
of the AP Capstone program de-
signed by College Board as a 
skills based course and introduc-
tion to research and source analy-
sis and the kinds of writing stu-
dents will do in college no matter 
the specific discipline.

AP Capstone students take a trip to explore Galveston Island for research. 

Lederhosen and dirndls are 
welcome as BAKFISH Brewing 
Co. along with Pearland House 
Concerts and the Pearland Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau host 
Music to My Beers: Oktoberfest 
at The Pearland Town Center Pa-
vilion on Friday, Sept. 30 from 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m .and Saturday, 
Oct.1 from 2 p.m.to 9 p.m.  

The family-friendly outdoor 
event will span two days of en-
tertainment featuring live music 
from local performers such as 
Texas Country artists Hamil-

Oktoberfest to take 
place in Pearland 

Fairview Jr. 
High teacher 

missing

See MERKEL, Page 2

Michelle Reynolds, a teacher 
at Fairview Junior High School 
has not been heard from since 
the afternoon of Thursday, Sept. 
22.

Reynolds, 48, is 5'10", and 
has a thin build.

She was last seen driving a 
dark gray Lexus SUV, Texas li-
cense plate number RSV 2914, 
and could possibly be in Loui-
siana.

"Alvin ISD has reached out 
to the Reynolds family and has 
been assisting the family during 
this difficult time," said AISD 
Director of Communications 
Renae Rives. Anyone with any 
information about Reynolds is 
asked to contact the Brazoria 
County Sheriff's Office.

REYNOLDS

Fire Department Captain and AISD 
employee Charles Krampota dies

A dedicated volunteer fire-
fighter and long-time employee 
of Alvin ISD, Charles Krampo-
ta, passed away late last week 
shortly after fighting a mobile 
home fire. Although he was not 
injured during the fire, he re-
turned home and was found de-
ceased a few hours later. Alvin 
Assistant Fire Chief Kendall 

Hunting said the department is 
still in shock over the death of 
one of the Departments mem-
bers.

He was a professional, hard-
working; the first in and the 
last out and worked tirelessly. 
He was a good captain,” said 
Hunting. Krampota was also a 
valuable part of the AISD fam-
ily, said  Director of Communi-
cations Renae Rives. “He was a 
valuable part of the Alvin ISD 
family, who served our com-
munity for over 37 years with a 
willing heart and an infectious 
smile. He retired from AISD. 
Charles was always willing to 
help anyone and was a very tal-
ented individual. It is a tremen-
dous loss for our District."

ate a partnership with the city’s 
volunteers and the public ser-
vants. The primary emphasis 
was to provide programs for the 
most vulnerable of our commu-
nity – the youth, the elderly and 
disabled,” said Merkel, as he 
looked back at the highly suc-
cessful programs.

The programs were designed 
for anti-smoking and anti-drink-
ing prevention to be two-fold, 
which used an education com-
ponent and an interactive com-
ponent. Alvin’s Anti-Tobacco 
ordinance/enforcement was 
eventually adopted and used by 
a few Texas cities, as well as 
Moline, Illinois and Seymour, 
Connecticut.  

“The attraction to Alvin’s 
success was that the youth 
anti-tobacco and anti-drinking 
programs addressed enforce-
ment and education that were 
designed to have a potential 
positive impacts on long term 
health and financial issues for 
the youth exposed to the dan-
gers and consequences of both 
of these choices,” Merkel said.

The City of Alvin, at the time, 
had several media resources 
with local, state and national 
coverage that were interested in 

sharing these issues, ideas and 
programs with their viewing/
reading public. The anti-tobacco 
and anti-alcohol programs in-
cluded stings for illegal sales of 
tobacco and alcohol to the com-
munity’s youth by local busi-
nesses. 

The anti-drinking program, 
known as the ADD EM Up Pro-
gram, was used in other Texas 
jurisdictions, including Schul-
enburg for classroom education. 
In addition, safe limited golf cart 
or vehicle course using visual 
goggles simulated the impaired 
vision of an intoxicated driver. 
With this kind of coverage, the 

KRAMPOTA


