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• Commercial
• Residential
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By Alex Wukman
awukman@alvinsun.net

Alvin Mayor Paul Horn will 
give his annual State of the City 
speech on Oct. 13 at noon.

Tickets to the in-person event 
have already sold out. Horn will 
deliver his remarks at luncheon 
hosted by the Alvin-Manvel 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The in-person event will be 
held at Heights Baptist Church, 

1591 CR 144, in Alvin. 
The chamber announced the 

speech on Tuesday, Sept. 29, by 
Friday, Oct. 2, all in-person tick-
ets had  been sold.

For those who were unable 
to secure a seat at the event, the 
chamber will provide a pay-per-
view style YouTube stream. 

Tickets for the on-line, 
livestream are $25. Livestream 
tickets include a $15 gift card to 
Manvel-Alvin area restaraunts. 

Horn is expected to provide an 
update about various city goals, 
as well as a look at the ongoing 
response to COVID-19.

In addition to Horn, Alvin 
City Manager, Junru Roland and 
Alvin's Economic Development 
Director Larry Buehler will pro-
vide insight into the current state 
of the city.

As part of the response to CO-
VID-19, the chamber is institut-
ing multiple health and safety 

precautions. 
Attendees will be required to 

wear masks when they are not 
seated, chamber staff will per-
form temperature checks at the 
door. 

There will also be hand sani-
tizer stations available at the en-
trance. 

Food will be provided, cour-
tesy of MyLeigh's Cafe on 6, but 
the meals will be table service 
instead of buffet style. 

Individual, in-person tickets 
for the event were $25 for cham-
ber members and $35 for non-
members. 

Table sponsorships were $300 
for four people.

In addition to Horn's speech, 
the luncheon will include net-
working opportunities from 
11:30 a.m. to noon. 

For more information call 
the chamber at 281.331.3944 or 
email at chamber@amacc.org.

Mayor Horn will give State of City speech Oct. 13, tickets sold out

Brazoria County has adopted 
a new process for reporting CO-
VID-19 fatalities. 

The more timely and accu-
rate methodology resulted in the 
declaration of an additional 32 
Coronavirus related deaths. The 
latest reports bring the county 
wide death toll to 135

This new, faster process 
was adopted after the Brazoria 
County Commissioners' Court 
approved an agreement with 
the Texas Department of State 
Health Services on Sept. 22. 

The agreement allows the 
county to access the state CO-
VID database digitally. 

Previously, the state health 
service would have to review 
and return all COVID related 
death certificates manually.

A process that took weeks or 
— in some cases — months and 
resulted in massive, data skew-
ing spikes.  

With the new, timelier pro-
cess in place the county reported 
deaths in 11 cities. 

Among the reported fatalities 
were an Alvin woman in her 90s, 
and an Alvin man in his 80s. 

On Saturday, Oct. 3, the coun-
ty health department confirmed 
an additional four cases in Al-
vin, bringing the city's total to 
84 active cases and 1,364 full 
recoveries.

Overall, Brazoria County has 
a fatality rate of about 1.28 per-
cent, given that there have been 
10,528 cases reported so far. 

Of those reported cases, 9,712 
people have recovered and 671 
are considered active. There are 
an additional 10 cases that are 
considered probable.

Alvin Office Depot sets school donation record

Representatives from Alvin Elementary School received a check for $1,750.71 from the Alvin Office 
Depot on Friday, Oct. 2. The check was the last installment in a series of donations, all of which set 
a company record.      (Photo Courtesy Alvin-Manvel Chamber of Commerce)

Animal adoption center offering
low cost veterinary care Oct. 10

VIP Petcare will be at the Al-
vin Animal Adoption Center on 
Oct. 10, Oct. 26 and Nov. 10 of-
fering low-cost veterinary care. 

The mobile veterinarians can 
test dogs and cats for parasites 
and heartworms. They can also 
offer heartworm prevention, 
flea and tick prevention and de-
worming. 

Cats can also get tested for fe-
line immunodeficiency virus and 
feline leukemia virus. 

The clinics will see patients 
from 1-3 p.m. As part of VIP 
Petcare's social distancing prac-
tices, there will be a virtual 
check-in process. 

Once checked in, humans and 
animals stay in their cars until 
the appointment. VIP Petcare 
will notify the humans about 
the appointment time with a text 
message. 

The only services that will be 
charged are services expressly 
stated, according to VIP Pet-
care's website. The prices for 
dog vaccines range from $20 for 
rabies to $40 for influenza, with 
the full battery of vaccines cost-
ing about $232. 

Intestinal parasite screenings 
for dogs will cost $30, heart-
worm/tick-borne disease testing 
is $30, the same heartworm/tick-
borne disease test is $17 with 

heartworm medication. 
Microchips are $20, deworm-

ing and tapeworm treatments 
cost $20 and $31 respectively. 

All together, the individual 
services could cost up to $382.

VIP Petcare does offer dis-
counted bundles with vaccines 
for Parvovirus, Distemper Virus, 
Adenovirus types one and two, 
the Parainfluenza Virus, Lepto-
sprirosis, Bordtella and an intes-
tinal screening for $79. Cats can 
get all their necessary shots plus 
an intesinal screening for $69.

Vaccinations for cats range 
from $20 for an a rabies booster 
shot to $37 for a first time rabies 
shot. 

The cost of all cat vaccinations 
is about $126. Parasite screening 
is $30 and rertroviral testing for 
feline immunodeficiency virus 
and feline leukemia virus is $44. 

Cats can also receive a micro-
chip ID for $20, a nail trim for 
$20, deworming for $20 and 
tapeworm treatment for $31. 

Taken together, all treatments 
for a cat will cost around $290. 

Although VIP Petcare does 
offer a variety of other services, 
including canine physicals and 
health certificates, many of the 
services are only offered at the 
company's wellness centers and 
require an appointment.  

By Alex Wukman
awukman@alvinsun.net

At a recent roundtable dis-
cussion Brazoria County Judge 
Matt Sebesta said he hopes more 
federal dollars come to individu-
als and small businesses. 

Sebesta made the comment on 
Sept. 25 in a discussion hosted 
by the Greater Houston Partner-
ship.

 The GHP is a Houston-based 
economic development group 
with hundreds of members from 
dozens of industries in 12 re-
gional counties.

The discussion was held via 
video call and included County 
judges Tim Lapham of Austin 
County,  KP George of Fort Bend 
County, Trey Duhon of Waller 
County, and Phillip Spenrath of 
Wharton County.

Bob Harvey, the GHP's presi-
dent and chief executive, moder-
ated the event. 

 Sebesta said he hopes more 
federal dollars can also be pro-
vided for rental and utility as-
sistance programs in Brazoria 
County to support workers and 
businesses there. 

According to a GHP analy-
sis, more than 20,000 Brazoria 
County jobs have already been 
saved through federal initiatives 
such as the Paycheck Protection 
Program that had sustained more 
than 700,000 jobs regionally 
through August.

“Our small businesses con-
tinue to need support, not only 
from our residents to support 
them but we need to get those 
federal dollars, CARES Act dol-
lars," Sebesta said. 

"We need to get more federal 
dollars involved to help keep 
our folks afloat, until we can get 
back to a normal situation.”

With Congress in recess un-
til after the Nov. 3 election it 
is highly unlikely that any new 

Coronavirus relief bill will be 
passed before the end of the 
year. 

Howevrer, there are multiple 
state and local options for relief 
funding. Gov. Greg Abbott an-
nounced on Sept. 25 that Texas 
is using $171 million in federal 
Coronavirus relief funds to pro-
vide financial and legal aid to 
renters facing eviction.

The vast majority of that mon-
ey — $167 million — will go to-
ward rental assistance. Another 
$4.2 million will be used to fund 
legal services for Texans.

Additionally, the U.S. Depart-
ment Agriculture is accepting 
applications for rural broadband 
projects through Dec. 23. 

Funds can be used to provide 
broadband services to residents, 
businesses and essential com-
munity facilities for free for up 
to two years.

County Judge Sebesta hopes for more COVID aid

 Over the last six months, 
COVID-19 has devastated busi-
nesses across the country and  
the Greater Houston area has 
been no exception.

Bars, restaurants and stores 
have all been shuttered. Some of 
them may never reopen.

In an effort to help small busi-

ness owners the U.S. Economic 
Development Administration 
has awarded the Houston-
Galveston Area Council funds to 
not only survive the pandemic, 
but to recover after it ends. 

H-GAC will leverage these 
funds to provide substantive as-
sistance to as many businesses 

as possible.
 Loan programs can reach as 

high as  $50,000 with a three-
month grace period and zero in-
terest the first year. 

Business owners are encour-
aged to visit HGAC's website to 
learn more and apply:  https://
www.hgaldc.com/eda-loan.

H-GAC offering businesses $50,000 in COVID loans

Southern Brazoria County's 
water supply won't be back to 
normal before Thanksgiving.

 At a press conference on 
Tuesday, Sept. 29, Toby Baker, 
executive director of the Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality, said it could take two to 
three weeks before the boil water 
notice for Lake Jackson is lifted.

It could take another 60 days 
before the chlorine levels in 
the city's water supply are high 
enough to insure there are no 
more threats.

Lake Jackson has had its pub-
lic works department working 
around the clock to flush the wa-
ter system since Sept. 26, when 
City Manager Modesto Mundo 
announced that three out of 11 
samples taken throughout the 
city tested positive for the ini-
tial genetic material of Naegle-
ria fowleri, a rare brain-eating 
amoeba.

The preliminary positive re-
sults came from a fire hydrant, a 
hose bib at the home of 6-year-
old Josiah McIntyre, who died 
from the amoeba Sept. 8, and 
from a storage tank below a 
city splash pad where McIntyre 
played in late August and is 
thought to have been infected.

When the TCEQ conducted 
tests of Lake Jackson's water 
supply on Sept. 26 the agency 
found that 14 of 54 samples were 
below state mandated chlorine 
levels of  0.5 parts per million of 
chloramine. Some samples were 
as low as 0.16 parts per million.

The city needs to be up to 0.2 
parts per million of free chlorine 
before the boil-water notice can 
be relaxed. 

South County's
water not safe 

County has new 
COVID process 


