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214 W. Coombs • Alvin, TX

(281) 331-4852

817 S. Gordon St.
Alvin, TX

(281) 331-5921

MON. - FRI.:
7:30 am - 5:30 pm

Since 1980

www.alvinmuffl erandaccessories.com

2301 S. Gordon / Alvin
281-331-5781

(State Recognized Emission Repair Facility)

WHEEL ALIGNMENT
AC, Suspension,

Computer Diagnostics,
and Complete Auto Repair

ASE MASTER TECHS

WHITE’S

LIQUOR
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IN THE ALVIN AREA

DRIVE THRU WINDOW

2 MINUTES TOWARD
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281-331-3469

Locally Owned
& Managed by

the Scott Family

SCOTT
FUNERAL HOME

1421 E. Hwy. 6 • Alvin
281-585-1000

YOUR LIFETIME ROOF SPECIALIST

832-302-8907
• Commercial
• Residential
• Insured for your protection
• References Available

www.DGMetalRoofing.com

Insured, Permits & Windstorm Services
281-245-6243

www.bunkyandsonconstruction.com
Member of the Alvin-Manvel Chamber of Commerce

Remodeling Contractor 
For Homes and Offices
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The Brazoria County Com-
missioners’ Court approved the 
county's 2020-21 budget and 
property tax rate at a Sept. 8 
meeting. 

The commissioners voted 
to set the property tax rate at 
$0.392017 per $100 of valua-
tion. 

 The new tax rate is a de-
crease from the 2019-20 rate of 
$0.4152 per $100 of valuation. 

The budget process begins 
in late spring and continues 
through the summer. County 

Departments submit budget re-
quests, which are then consid-
ered by Commissioner Court 
members for allocation. 

“The budget process is time-
consuming, but worth it, as all 
members of the Court want be 
good stewards of County funds,” 
County Judge Matt Sebesta said.

“Our County Departments 
worked extra hard this year on 
their budgets.

He added that despite the dif-
ficulties of dealing with COV-
ID-19, Brazoria County's "gen-

eral fund expenditures are down 
6.9 percent from last year’s bud-
get."

Although, eligible employees 
will receive a Cost of Living Ad-
justment (COLA) of 0.72 per-
cent —no elected officials will 
receive any salary increases. 

Nine new positions will be 
added in 2021 to help meet the 
needs of the County. 

The new positions include 
new law enforcement and crisis 
response personnel.

 Two new positions are a 

felony prosecutor and legal sec-
retary for the Brazoria County 
District Attorney’s Office.

The Brazoria County Sheriff's 
Office will receive a technolo-
gies technician and two addi-
tional mental health officers.

The Brazoria County Precinct 
4 Constable's Office will receive 
a new deputy constable, the cost 
of which will be  partially paid 
for with grant funds. 

The county fire marshal's of-
fice will receive a new clerk and 
the parks department will get a 

supervisor. 
The county will also be add-

ing a risk manager this year. 
Sebesta added that for the last 

five years the Brazoria County 
Commissioners’ Court been able 
to reduce the property tax rate. 

Since 2015, Commissioners’ 
Court has lowered the tax rate 
from $0.49850 per $100 of valu-
ation to $0.392017 per $100 of 
valuation.

Property owners have seen a 
decrease of $0.106483 per $100 
of valuation since 2015.

Brazoria County commissioners approve 2020-21 budget, set property tax rate

Angleton lawyer Tom Selleck appointed new Brazoria County DA 
By Alex Wukman
awukman@alvinsun.net

Angleton attorney Tom Sell-
eck has been named Brazoria 
County's new district attorney.

Selleck received the appoint-
ment from Gov. Greg Abbott on 
Sept. 11. 

He will take over as the coun-
ty's top prosecutor on Oct. 1, 
following outgoing District At-
torney Jeri Yenne's retirement at 
the end of September.

Selleck will serve out the re-

maining two years of Yenne's 
term.

At a recent meeting with 
Yenne, and other county elected 
officials, Selleck expressed the 
honor and humility he felt with 
the appointment. 

He thanked multiple local 
politicians — including County 
Judge Matt Sebesta, state Sen. 
Larry Taylor and state House 
Speaker Dennis Bonnen — and 
his wife. 

Selleck has decades of experi-
ence in both criminal and civil 

law, he and Yenne both served 
as assistants to former Brazoria 
County District Attorney Jim 
Maple in 1986. 

Selleck's experience in civil 
litigation is reassuring to local 
officilals. 

Sebesta explained that Brazo-
ria County doesn't have a county 
attorney's office, a position that 
prosecutes misdemeanor crimes 
and serves as the county's in-
house legal counsel.

Brazoria County's lack of a 
county attorney's office, means 

that Selleck will represent the 
county in civil matters. 

Yenne announced her retire-
ment on June 3. She and her hus-
band, former Lake Jackson City 
Manager Bill Yenne, decided to 
exit public life at the same time. 

Jeri Yenne was elected dis-
trict attorney in 1999. Prior to 
her election, Yenne served as an 
assistant district attorney for 32 
years. 

Although Jeri Yenne is widely 
respected in the Brazoria Coun-
ty legal community, she did 

draw stiff criticism in 2019 over 
her decision not to charge Bon-
nen for his part in a pay-to-play 
scheme.

The scheme offered conser-
vative activist Michael Quinn 
Sullivan press credentials in 
exchange for attack ads against 
moderate Republican state leg-
islators. 

Yenne called Bonnen's actions 
and statements as " repugnant," 
but said she didn't believe there 
was sufficient evidence for a 
criminal investigation.

Stolen tortoise
returned safely
Sheldon the tortoise is safely 

back at the Bayou Wildlife Zoo.
Zoo staff found Sheldon and 

another, unnamed, tortoise in a 
box on the morning of Sept. 8. 
The tortoises were discovered 

about 36 hours after they'd been 
abducted.
Sheldon, a 6 year-old leopard 

tortoise, is reportedly in good 
health despite his ordeal. 
Both reptiles were tortoise-

napped from zoo grounds on 
Sept. 6, mere moments after 
being welcomed to their new 
home.
Zoo owner Dana King said the 

three criminals were caught on 
camera brazenly bundling the 
two tortoises off.
Bayou Wildlife staffers were 

able to identify the get-away 
car's license plate number. 
Law enforcement were quick-

ly alerted to the plight of the 
Shanghaied shellback. 
After word spread about Shel-

don's abduction there was in-
tense speculation about the 
criminals' motives. 
Some media outlets noted that 

while leopard tortoises can't  
fetch a stick, they can fetch hun-
dreds of dollars on the reptile 
black market.
So far no one has been charged 

in the tortoise-napping. However, 
the case is under investigation.

Alvin ISD giving 
free meals to all 
district students

Alvin ISD announced that all 
students can receive free break-
fast and lunch starting Sept. 9, 
whether they are receiving vir-
tual or in-person instruction.

The meals are available at no 
charge for students and com-
munity members 18 years-old or 
younger.

Students attending online 
classes can pick up meals on 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 
5-6 p.m. at the following cam-
puses:

Alvin Junior High
Rodeo Palms Junior High
Harby Junior High
Manvel Junior High
Mark Twain Elementary
Hasse Elementary
Walt Disney Elementary
Savannah Lakes Elementary
Nelson Elementary
Sanchez Elementary

The program is set to expire 
on Dec. 31, or when the money 
runs out. 

The district is still encouraging 
families to complete a Free and  
Reduced Meals application at 
www.schoolcafe.com/alvinisd to 
ensure there is no lapse in meal 
coverage.

Taking art to the people in the age of Coronavirus

Alvin ISD Art teacher Melinda LeBouef and assistant "Frida Kartlo" recently visited students at s 
Dr. Red Duke Elementary. Because of COVID-19,  teachers now come to students. 

(Photo courtesy Alvin ISD)

Laurel Court nursing home reports 25 COVID-19 cases in one day
By Alex Wukman
awukman@alvinsun.net

The Laurel Court nursing 
home in Alvin reported that 25 
residents tested positive for CO-
VID-19 on Sept. 7. 

No employees have been re-
ported as positive for the virus. 

The results represented one of 
the highest single day tallies in 
Alvin since the pandemic began 
in March. 

There were 79 new Coronavi-
rus cases reported on Sept. 7.

 Because COVID-19 test re-
sults have a three to five day 

lead time, the Laurel Court clus-
ter isn't reflective of post-Labor 
Day spread. 

County health officials are 
still worried that Labor Day 
activities will lead to a spike in 
cases — as was the case over the 
Fourth of July weekend. 

On July 3 there were about 
2,100 reported cases, by July 17 
the tally was up to 3,300. 

Over the course of the sum-
mer positive diagnoses haven't 
tapered off, they've found an 
equilibrium. 

The prevalence of positive 
tests at Laurel Court was not 

surprising, according to Brazo-
ria County Judge Matt Sebesta. 

In a statement to the media, 
Sebesta described assisted liv-
ing facilities as "a place that the 
virus can spread rapidly."

The Sept. 7 cluster wasn't the 
only outbreak of COVID-19 
Laurel Court. On Aug. 19, the 
facility reported two deaths 
from COVID-19. 

Over the last six months, as-
sisted living facilities have been 
incubators for the virus. 

More than three-quarters of 
Texas' 1,215 nursing homs have 
reported at least one positive test 

result. 
Since Sept. 7, the number of 

positive cases has continued to 
trend upward. The county re-
ported 120 new positive tests on 
Thursday, Sept. 10. 

In Alvin alone, there have 
been 1,343 cases reported, with 
1,050 recovered and 277 con-
firmed. 

Another 4 cases in Alvin are 
classified as probable, meaning 
a person is exhibiting COVID 
symptoms and is  linked to other 
people who tested positive for 
the novel coronavirus.

Overall, Brazoria County is 

reporting that there are almost 
9,200 confirmed cases. 

The vast majority  — 6,993 —  
of individuals diagnosed with 
COVID-19 have recovered from 
the virus. 

For most people, the corona-
virus causes mild or moderate 
symptoms, such as fever and 
cough that clear up in two to 
three weeks. 

For some, especially older 
adults and people with existing 
health problems, it can cause 
more severe illness, including 
pneumonia and death. Most peo-
ple recover from the virus

Fall Sports Magazine 
Coming Soon!

Don't Miss Out
On Supporting Our 
Student Athletes.


