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On Sunday afternoon, a young 
member of the Alvin community 
was lost in a car accident outside 
Loraine, Texas, approximately 
60 miles west of Abilene.

According to a preliminary 
report from the Texas 
Department of Public Safety, 
Colton Hugh Scopel 18, was 

traveling east on Interstate 20 
just over a mile east of Loraine 
when his 2011 Ford F-350 
veered left, struck a guardrail 
and continued through the center 
median before striking a 
concrete pillar beneath the 
overpass at County Road 424. 
According to DPS, he was not 
wearing his seatbelt.

Words of sadness and 
condolences from across Alvin 

began spreading quickly on 
social media Sunday evening 
after the community learned of 
the sudden, untimely death of 
Scopel, 18. 

Scopel was a senior at Alvin 
High School and was scheduled 
to graduate in two weeks.

Many people shared Jodie 
Keener’s long post in which she 
tells the story of what happened 
as she became one of the last 

people to see Scopel alive.
Keener said she was inspired 

to make the post to comfort 
Scopel’s family that someone 
was with him in his final 
moments. 

Keener said she lost her 
husband in a car accident over 
13 years ago and said she never 
had that comfort.

The family has received an 
outpouring of support. 

The family has not asked for 
assistance in funeral expenses, 
but Scopel’s friend Bryce 
Belknap put his 2019 Crawfish 
Classic Champion Team Roper 
belt buckle up for auction on 
Facebook because he wanted to 
do something for his friend, his 
father, Shawn Belknap, said in 
the post announcing the auction. 

Alvin teen dies in one-vehicle accident
Scopel mourned two weeks before he was to graduate

Incumbents roll in Alvin, Alvin ISD elections

Nicole Tonini, left, Joel Castro, middle, and Tiffany Wennerstrom celebrated together at the home of Kyle and Tiffanie van Sant on 
Saturday evening after all were reelected to their respective positions.                                                             (Photo by Joshua Truksa)

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

Incumbents of challenged 
positions on the Alvin City 
Council and Alvin ISD Board of 
Trustees easily won across the 
board in Saturday’s election.

Nine-year Alvin ISD Trustee 
Position 4 incumbent Tiffany 
Wennerstrom beat her challenger 
Paul Needham with 64 percent 
of the vote. Needham received 
36 percent of the vote. 

Six-year Trustee Position 5 
incumbent Nicole Tonini, who is 
currently serving as board 
president, maintained her seat 
with 66 percent of the vote 
against challenger Arnetta 
“Twins Mom” Murray’s 34 
percent.

The two incumbents will 
maintain their seats for four 
more years.

Twenty-year-old Alvin City 
Council At-Large Position 2 
incumbent Joel Castro crushed 
his 18-year-old challenger Jacob 
L. Myers with a whopping 86 
percent of the vote compared to 
Myers’ 14 percent. Castro’s 
victory launches him into his 
first full term, after having won 

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

Dozens of seniors of the Alvin 
High School Class of 2019 were 
honored Monday in a ceremony 
presenting them with various 
scholarships.

Lead Counselor for Alvin ISD 
Carlene Leal said over $460,000 
in scholarships were awarded. 
The largest were the Naval 
Reserve Officer Training Corps 
Scholarship for $180,000, 
awarded to Daniel R. Taylor, and 
the prestigious $128,000 40 
Acres Scholarship to the 
University of Texas-Austin, 
presented to valedictorian 
Tobechukwu Phillips by fellow 
Alvin High School alumnus and 
UT-Austin Student Body 
President Colton Becker.

The senior class at Alvin High 
School will graduate at NRG 
Stadium on May 25.

Alvin High School seniors receive $460,000 in scholarships

Graduation 
ceremonies

Shadow Creek
High School 

9 a.m.
Alvin High School 

1 p.m.
Manvel High School

5 p.m.
(All ceremonies May 25 at 
NRG Stadium in Houston. 
Admission is free, but there 
will be a charge for parking 
for without a permit issued 

by the school district)
Daniel R. Taylor was presented with the prestigious Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps Scholarship of $180,000.                                        (Photo by Joshua Truksa)

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

The Alvin City Council 
held a workshop May 2 in 
which the draft proposal for a 
“Tent City Ordinance” was 
discussed for a second time. 
Alvin Police Chief Robert E. 
Lee and city staff made a 
number of changes to the 
draft, such as adding 
definitions to terms used in 
the document, limiting the 
time an encampment is 
permitted to operate in one 
location to 12 months and 
proof of registered sex 
offender screening and 
requirements that the 
organization operating an 
encampment maintain up to 
date contact information for 
residents and issue 
identification for individuals 
who make use of the 
encampment.

The section of the draft 
ordinance requiring that 
letters be mailed to nearby 
residents and a notification 
be published in the newspaper 
informing the public of when 
and where an application to 
set up an encampment had 
been made was removed 
from the draft entirely.

“It was pointed out that we 
don’t make anybody else do 
that for applications, so why 
should we do it on this one?” 
Lee said.

In light of the Archangels 
of Texas organization moving 

Council 
continues 
to discuss 
tent city 
rules

See ACCIDENT, page 2

See ELECTION, page 2 See COUNCIL, page 2


