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The Texas Department of 
State Health Services report-
ed Monday a pandemic high 
11,351 hospitalizations from 
COVID-19.

This surpasses the previous 
all-time high of 10,893, which 
occurred on July 22.

The record comes in the midst 
of a holiday season public health 
experts worry could exacerbate 
the already rapidly spreading vi-
rus and following an increase in 
cases weeks after Thanksgiving.

The state is also reporting 49 
deaths from COVID-19, a lag-
ging indicator of the extent of 
transmission rates, and more 
than 12,800 new confirmed CO-
VID-19 cases.

Texas' ICU capacity was al-
ready the lowest since the start 
of the pandemic, leaving health 
care experts worried hospitals 
could be pushed to the brink as 
coronavirus cases continue to 
climb. 
Across the state, COVID-19 

patients occupy about 18 per-
cent of the state's hospital beds, 
and only 745 staffed ICU beds 
are still available.
Brazoria County's COVID-19 

numbers are proving to be er-
ratic. 
On Dec. 27 the county reported 

24 cases, the lowest single day 
report so far.
Just a day earlier, the Brazo-

ria County Health Department 
reported 441 new COVID-19 
cases. It was highest single day 
total on record. 

From Dec. 20-24 the county 
reported 200 cases per day, 
there were no cases reported on 
Christmas Day.
On Dec. 28 the county reported 

an additional 213 cases, mak-
ing it the 14th day in December 
where the daily total exceeded 
200. 
The county's per capita ra-

tio also dropped on Dec. 28 to 
52.4 cases per 100,000, a de-
crease from 70 per 100,000 on 
Wednesday, according to Covid 
Act Now. 
There were three additional fa-

talities announced on Dec. 28, 
bringing the death toll to 198.
On Dec. 19, the county re-

ported 95 cases — which, at the 
time, was the lowest total of the 
month. 
 Since the start of the month, 

Brazoria County has averaged 
more than 180 cases per day.

The virus continues to hold 
sway over Northern Brazoria 
County. 

On Dec. 26, Alvin reported 54 
new cases, Manvel reported 32 
and Pearland reported 127.

On Dec. 27 Alvin reported 
two new cases, Manvel reported 
one and Pearland reported 12. 

Sunday's numbers moved the 
county totals to 19,345 reported 
cases of COVID-19, with 3,706 
active and 905 probable. 

Probable cases are those that  
exhibit symptoms, are linked to 
other people who have tested 
positive but haven't tested posi-
tive yet.

CHN is also continuing a 
partnership with Brazoria Coun-
ty Health Department and the 
Homeland Preparedness Proj-
ect to provide free testing at the 
Brazoria County Fairgrounds in 
Angleton, TX in response to the 
recent COVID-19 spike in in-
fections during the Holidays.  

The testing began Thursday, 
Dec. 17, to help the community 
decrease cases and slow down 
the infection rate. 

Angleton’s testing site hours 
of operation are Monday, Tues-

day Thursday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. For more immediate 
assistance and answers to fre-
quently asked questions, go to 
www.mychn.org and visit the 
COVID-19 Testing page.

CHN is also accepting Med-
icaid, CHIP, Medicare, private 
insurance, and cash payments. 

Individuals and families that 
are uninsured may be eligible 
for care at a discounted price, 
and patients that are not eligible 
will find substantial value in our 
office visits, lab costs, and phar-
macy pricing.

Vaccine doses purchased with 
U.S. taxpayer dollars will be 
given to the American people at 
no cost. 

However, vaccination provid-
ers may be able to charge admin-
istration fees for giving the shot. 

Vaccination providers can get 
this fee reimbursed by the pa-
tient’s public or private insur-
ance company.

For uninsured patients the 
Health Resources and Services 
Administration’s Provider Re-
lief Fund can provide help.

On New Year's Day, while 
many people were eating black-
eyed peas and watching college 
football bowl games, 17 of Bra-
zoria County's elected officials 
were taking their oaths of office. 

Because of concerns about 
COVID-19, elected officials 
were given the opportunity to 
take their oaths in person or re-
motely.

However, the new protocols 
did make the swearing-in cer-
emony longer than usual and 
spread it out over several days. 

Some officials, like Pct. 3 
Commissioner Stacy Adams, 
had a judge come to their house 
prior to the Jan. 1 deadline and 
swear them in. 

Adams opted to have his cer-
emony at home because of the 
age of his parents. 

This year saw new and vet-
eran elected officials sworn in. 
Two of the highest profile new 
officials sworn in were Court-
ney Gilbert — the new judge 
for County Court at Law No. 1 
 — and L. “Bo” Stallman, III, the 
new Brazoria County Sheriff.

Kristin R. Bulanek is the 
county's new Tax Assessor-Col-
lector and Sarah Linder is taking 
over as Justice of the Peace Pct. 
No. 4, Place 1.

This year also the swearing in 
of Pct. 1 County Commissioner 
Dude Payne and Pct. 3 County 
Commissioner Stacy Adams.

A plethora of justices of the 
peace were sworn on Jan. 1 as 
well, including: Jack Brown — 
Pct. 1, Place 1; Sarah Linder 
— Pct. 1, Place 3; John Vasut — 
Pct. 2, Place 1 and Mike Merkel 
— Pct. 3, Place 1. 

As has been the case for many 
years, the 2021 swearing in cer-
emony was hosted by the Bra-
zoria County Republican Party. 
This year's turnout was modest. 
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Brazoria County's COVID-19 cases continue to rise

County Judge asks Gov. to change trauma region
By Alex Wukman
awukman@alvinsun.net

Brazoria County Judge Matt 
Sebesta and Galveston County 
Judge Mark Henry sent a joint 
letter to the state health depart-
ment on Dec. 30, asking for their 
counties to be removed from the 
state's designated "Trauma Ser-

vice Area R," which puts the two 
counties in with many Southeast 
Texas counties like  Chambers, 
Hardin, Jasper, Jefferson, Lib-
erty, Newton and Orange.

The judges are asking their 
counties be moved to Trauma 
Service Q, which covers most 
of the Greater Houston Area — 
including Harris, Montgomery, 

Fort Bend, Austin, Colorado, 
Matagorda, Montgomery, Walk-
er, Waller and Wharton Coun-
ties. 

Judges Henry and Sebesta are 
arguing that their counties are 
"more geographically aligned 
with Trauma Service Area Q."

The judges also point out that 
their hospitals have been taking 

in COVID patients from other 
parts of the state for months, 
many of whom are from Trauma 
Service Area Q. 

Because Trauma Service Area 
R had hospitalized patients at 
more than 15 percent of total 
hospital capacity for seven con-
secutive days the state ordered a 
partial bar and restaurant occu-

pancy reduction on Dec. 21. 
The decision to shutter bars 

and restaurants was made by the 
Texas Department of Health and 
Human Services, which sent a 
letter to the leadership of all the 
affected counties. 

When the rollback was or-
dered, Henry petitioned the state 

COVID-19 vaccine: One shot everyone wants to get New County 
officials take 
oaths of office

See JUDGES, Page 2

By John Tompkins 
Special to the Advertiser

Alvin Community College 
will host the Spring Super Sat-
urday Registration Blitz on Sat-
urday, January 9.

ACC staff members will be 
available remotely and on cam-
pus from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  to 
assist students with enrolling in 
spring courses.  

The college book store will be 

open virtually.
Mini One and 16 Week spring 

registration will close on Janu-
ary 11. Registration with a 
late fee will be January 12-18.  
Spring classes will begin on 
January 19. 

During Super Saturday, Aca-
demic Pathways Advisors and 
Financial Aid Counselors will 
be available in a virtual lobby on 
a first-come-first-serve basis to 
help students interested in tak-

ing Spring courses.
Students who would like to 

visit campus in person must 
complete COVID-awareness 
training first, if they have not 
already completed this training.  

The COVID screening sta-
tion for Super Saturday will be 
at K Building on Mustang Road, 
across from the S/Health Sci-
ence Bldg. 

Students interested in Con-

ACC Spring Semester Registration Blitz Jan. 9

See BLITZ, Page 9

Community Health Network began distributing the COVID-19 vaccine on Dec. 31. Currently, the 
vaccine is reserved for frontline workers and high risk individuals.               (Photo courtesy CHN) 

For the first time since 1989, 
Brazoria County has new flood-
plain maps.

The new maps, which the 
commissioner’s court accepted 
in November, became effective 
Dec. 30 and are now available 
for public access.

Although entirely new flood-
plain maps of the county hadn't 
been drafted since the George 
H.W. Bush administration, they 
were updated in 2010 — after 
Hurricane Ike.  

The new maps are part of Bra-
zoria County's ongoing flood 
mitigation efforts. 

“In September 2007, the coun-
ty made the decision to become 
proactive in combatting flood 
loss," said Joe Ripple, Brazoria 
County floodplain administrator.

"We established a best prac-
tice model for new construction 
permitting within a flood zone.”

The county's model requires 
that all new construction be el-
evated at least two feet above 
FEMA's National Flood Insur-
ance Program recommended 
standards for Special Flood Haz-
ard Areas.

In practical terms, the new 
floodplain maps will require that 
more homes  in more parts of the 
county are now required to be 
built up. 

Although the additional eleva-
tion requirements can lead to an 
increase in construction costs, 
they also result in significantly 
lower flood insurance rates due 
to the decreases risk of flooding.

The adoption of the new flood-
plain maps mean that up to 400 
home owners are eligible to re-
ceive up to $150,000 in federal 
assistance to help cover the cost 
of bringing their houses up to 
code. The funds are part of a 
$60 million federal grant and 
will pay up to 75 percent of the 
cost to elevate or rebuild homes 
in unincorporated parts of the 
county.  

County has new 
floodplain maps


