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Gov. Abbott announces second phase of economic reopening
Bars, gyms and 
daycare centers
can reopen

County libraries 
reopening June 1

By Alex Wukman
awukman@alvinsun.net

The Texas military conducted 
a “deep cleaning” in the Wind-
song Care Center on Thursday, 
May 21,  according to Brazoria 
County Judge Matt Sebesta.

Along with cleanings, the Tex-
as  military — which consists of 
the Texas Army National Guard, 
Texas Air National Guard and 
the Texas State Guard — will 
also provide COVID-19 testing 
for all employees and residents 
of two Angleton nursing homes 
— Cypress Woods Care Center 
and Country Village Care.

The cleaning of the Windsong 
Care Center came after Brazoria 
County reported a case of CO-
VID-19 at a second Pearland 
nursing home, the Tuscany Vil-
lage Skilled Nursing and Rehab 

Center. 
After Tuscany Village staff 

identified the case, all residents 
and employees  were issued PPE 
in an attempt to contain the vi-
rus. 

Since initially reporting posi-
tive tests in early May, Wind-
song Care Center in Pearland 
has seen 26 cases — 23 residents 
and three employees — and one 
resident death.

Nursing homes across Texas 
have become the latest battle-
ground in the fight against CO-
VID-19. On May 11,  Gov. Greg 
Abbott announced that 100 
percent of Texas’ nursing home 
residents and staff members will 
be tested for coronavirus.

The Texas Health and Hu-
man Services Commission, the 
Texas Division of Emergency 
Management and the Texas De-

partment of State Health Ser-
vices received direction from 
Gov. Abbott to implement a plan 
based on guidance from Vice 
President Mike Pence and Coro-
navirus Response Coordinator 
Dr. Deborah Birx.

“The State of Texas is work-
ing to rapidly expand our test-
ing capacity—specially among 
vulnerable populations in Texas 
nursing homes,” Gov. Abbott 
said in the release. 

“This important collabora-
tion among HHSC, TDEM and 
DSHS will ensure that any po-
tential clusters of COVID-19 
cases in nursing homes are 
quickly detected and contained.”

Gov. Abbott did not provide 
a timeline for when testing will 
begin. State data released on Fri-
day, May 15, shows that more 
than the 300 nursing homes 

across Texas have positive cas-
es.

The data also shows that more 
than 3,000 nursing home resi-
dents in Texas — about 4 per-
cent of the estimated number of 
Texans living in nursing homes 
— have been infected with the 
coronavirus and 490 have died. 

Another 494 nursing home 
residents have recovered. 

At 112 assisted living facili-
ties in Texas with at least one 
confirmed coronavirus case, 382 
residents have tested positive for 
the virus, and 95 have died.

Although nursing home resi-
dents only make up around 6 
percent of the state’s positive 
cases, they account for about 38 
percent of the state’s COVID-19 
related deaths.

When it comes to nursing 
homes that have COVID-19 

cases, the state has yet to release 
facility-by-facility or even coun-
ty-by-county data. 

The most exact data available 
is how many facilities in a given 
region have positive COVID-19 
cases. 

Among some 200 nursing 
homes licensed in the 16-county 
Houston region, 74 facilities had 
confirmed cases — a total sec-
ond only to the Dallas region. 

Among them, 675 Houston-
area residents tested positive 
and 110 died.

The data also reveal that mul-
tiple nursing homes with con-
firmed cases are in each public 
health region, and each region 
has at least one assisted living 
facility with a confirmed case.

Texas Health and Human Ser-
vices Commission  spokespeo-
ple, as well as a spokesperson 

for Acting Executive Commis-
sioner Phil Wilson, cited state 
and federal privacy laws as their 
reason for revealing any more 
data.

The commission has request-
ed a ruling from the Texas Attor-
ney General’s Office related to 
requests for data on confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in HHSC-
regulated facilities, identified by 
facility. 

According to an HHSC memo 
distributed on May 6, the agency 
has received 18 public informa-
tion requests for the informa-
tion.

New federal guidelines re-
quire facilities to report data to 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) no less 
than weekly.  Facilities are also 
required to inform residents and 
families of new cases by 5 p.m. 

By Patrick Svitek 
Texas Tribune

Gov. Greg Abbott announced, 
on Monday May 18, the next 
wave of reopenings designed to 
restart the Texas economy. 

Chief among the businesses 
that open their doors are child 
care facilities, which could start 
accepting children immediately.

Bars, nightclubs and any other 
food or drink establishment that 
makes more than 51 percent of 
its revenue from alcohol sales 
could reopen Friday, May 22. 

Bars and nightclubs were only 
able to with limited capacity, ac-
cording to Abbott. 

The governor's order also al-
lows professional and amateur 
sporting events to resume play at 
the end of the month, provided 
there are no fans. 

Abbott also modified his exist-
ing orders to permit restaurants 
to operate at 50 percent capacity 
starting, up from the 25 percent 
that had been allowed.

At the same time, Abbott ex-
empted twi COVID-19 hotspots 
— Amarillo and El Paso — from 
his latest decisions, saying they 
would need to wait a week.

Amarillo has been a hotspot 
due to outbreaks at its meat-
packing plants, and earlier this 
month, the state dispatched one 
of its Surge Response Teams to 
the city to try to get things un-
der control. Of the 1,801 new 
cases that Texas reported Satur-
day, over 700 were linked to the 
Amarillo meatpacking plants, 
according to Abbott’s office.

In El Paso, the situation has 
deteriorated enough that the 

See ABBOTT, Page 2

Staff Reports
The Brazoria County Library 

System will reopen all branches 
on June 1 with limited hours and 
services. Reopening is the next 
step in reestablishing library ser-
vices throughout the county. 
The new hours are: 

Alvin:
Mon-Sat. 10-6
Angleton:   
Mon 10-7
Tues-Sat 10–6 
Brazoria:
Mon 10-6 
Tues 10-7 
Wed-Sat 10-6
Clute:   
Mon Closed 
Tues-Sat 10-6 
Danbury: 
Mon-Fri 10-6
Freeport: 
Mon-Thurs 10 -6
Fri Closed 
Lake Jackson:  
Mon, Tues 10-6
 Wed 10-7
 Thurs-Sat 10-6
Manvel:
 Mon-Sat 10-6
Pearland/Tom Reid: 
Mon 10-6
Tues 10-7
Wed-Sat 10-6
Pearland Westside:  
Mon-Wed 10-6
Thurs 10-7 
Fri-Sat 10-6
Sweeny:
Mon Closed
Tues-Sat 10-6
West Columbia:  
Mon-Thurs 10-6
Fri Closed
Sat 10-6

See Library, Page 2

Alvin's Bayou Wildlife Zoo reopening May 23, work available

By Alex Wuman
awukman@alvinsun.net

Alvin's Bayou Wildlife Zoo is 
looking to fill multiple part- and 
full-time positions in prepara-
tion for its May 23 reopening. 

Staff announced the zoo's clo-
sure on March 17 with an initial 
reopening date of April 3.

However, the rapid escalation 
of COVID-19 cases in Brazoria 
County continued to pushback  
the opening  date.

 Staff have spent the forced 
hiatus improving animal enclo-
sures and adopting new social 
distancing protocols, according 
to a post on the Zoo's Facebook 
page.

The Bayou Wildlife Zoo has 

entertained area families for 
almost 30 years by allowing 
patrons to interact with more 
than 500 exotic animals from 
19 countries, including giraffes, 

See ZOO, Page 2

Staff Reports

The United Way of Brazoria 
County was awarded $161,412 
under Phase 37 of the Emer-
gency Food and Shelter Pro-
gram and has also allocated an 
additional $230,127 to Brazoria 
County to combat the effects of 
COVID-19 under the recently 
passed CARES Act.

United Way of Brazoria Coun-
ty is encouraging 501(c)3 orga-
nizations to apply for funding. 

EFSP is governed by a nation-
al board composed of represen-
tatives from the American Red 
Cross, Catholic Charities USA: 
United Jewish Communities; the 
National Council of Churches of 
Christ; The Salvation Army; and 
United Way Worldwide. A rep-
resentative of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
chairs the board.

A local EFSP board comprised 
of representatives from The 
Salvation Army, the American 
Red Cross in Brazoria County, 
United Way of Brazoria County 
and representatives from food 
pantries, faith-based organiza-
tions and other social services 
providers will determine how 
the funding will be distributed 
among emergency shelter and 
food programs.

Under terms of the award, 
local government or voluntary 
organizations chosen to receive 
funds must be a private, volun-
tary and non-profit organization 
or a government unit.

Organizations must also have 
an accounting system, practice 
non-discrimination and demon-
strate capability to deliver emer-
gency food and shelter programs. 

Organizations must have 
been in operation for at least six 

months and private volunteer or-
ganizations must have a volun-
teer board of directors and must 
submit names and addresses.

Interested organizations and 
agencies are asked to download 
the application at www.uwbc.
org. 

PDF application can be sent 
to Gloria Luna, Brazoria County 
EFSP Board Chair, at gluna@
uwbc.org. The application dead-
line is noon May 29.

The Emergency Food and 
Shelter Program began in 1983 
with a $50 million federal ap-
propriation. The program was 
created by Congress to help 
meet the needs of the hungry and 
homeless. During its 28 years of 
operation, the program has dis-
bursed more than $3.7 billion to 
more than 13,000 local providers 
in more than 2,500 counties and 
cities.

United Way offers food assistance to local nonprofits
The Alvin Community Col-

lege Foundation recently an-
nounced the winners of the 2020 
Excellence Awards and Innova-
tive Initiative grant awards.

The Innovative Initiative 
Grants are designed to encour-
age, facilitate, recognize and 
reward innovative and creative 
approaches to fulfill the mission 
of Alvin Community College. 
The grants will be used for the 
2020-21 academic year.

The ACC Foundation also 
presented faculty and staff 
members with the Foundation 
Excellence Awards which rec-
ognize college faculty and staff 
members.

This year, two winners were 
announced for each category 
including faculty members; 
technical, support, clerical and 
maintenance employees; and

The 2020 winners were fac-
ulty members Traci Eliot, Psy-
chology chair and Thomas 
Parker, English Chair; TSCM 
Kyle Marasckin, media special-
ist and Karmen Wells admin-
istrative assistant; and profes-
sional/administrative staff Dr. 
Cindy Griffith vice president of 
Instruction and Kelly Klimpt, 
director of IT.

 Each recipient of an Excel-
lence Award will receive $1,000.

 The Innovative Initiative 
grants went to several programs 
to provide emergency funds, 
purchase equipment, profes-
sional development, an outdoor 
learning space and more. A total 
of $12,500 was awarded to the 
recipients.

The Foundation awarded 
$1,200 grant to build an outdoor 
learning environment for the 

ACC Lab School. The learn-
ing environment will include a 
vegetable garden, a mud kitchen 
and butterfly garden.

 A $1,100 grant went to create 
a professional development pro-
gram for adjunct faculty in order 
to enhance student engagement, 
content creation, learning envi-
ronments and more.

A $1,000 grant was awarded 
to fund a songwriter’s work-
shop for Music students. The 
workshop will help develop the 
songwriting skills of ACC Mu-
sic students and members of the 
community in an annual work-
shop.

A $1,500 grant will be used 
to establish an excellence award 
for adjunct faculty members to 
help honor the hard work and 

ACC Foundation awards 2020 innovation grants

See ACC, Page 2

Texas Military deploys to Pearland to give Windsong Care Center a deep cleaning


