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TxDOT says work on Hwy. 6 should begin in fall, end bumpy ride

Transformer catches fire at 
Hastings Oil Field on Saturday

Lory's Legacy Foundation 
donates backpacks to school

By Kathleen Holton
Managing Editor

Most Alvin residents have 
traveled on Hwy. 6, heading to 
Manvel, Houston, Sugarland and 
other areas north of Alvin.

A common complaint for 
some time has been the condition 
of Hwy. 6, where much of both 
north and south lanes are striped 
with bumps for most of the dis-
tance to CR 99.

The Alvin Advertiser asked 
the Texas Department of Trans-
portation (TxDOT) Houston 
District about the problem.

TxDOT says that the project to 
rework Hwy. 6 in that area was 
let on July 1, and it usually takes 
four to five weeks for a project 
to be awarded to the low bidder.

Then, says TxDOT, the con-
tractor has about 30 days after 
the project is awarded to mobi-
lize and begin work. 

It will include asphalt concrete 

pavement overlay, "spall" repair, 
full depth repair, signing, and 
pavement markings.

They anticipate construction 
to begin in early fall. 

They expect the work to take 
at least five months, but weather 
conditions could affect that time 
frame.

The original road was con-
structed in 1995. 

The state estimates it will take 
$5.3 million to complete work 
on the 3.901 miles from CR 99 
to Second Street.

TxDOT says the “bumps” 
were by the concrete “spalls” in 
the roadway. “Spalling’ of the 
concrete pavement caused the 
bumps. 

The initial repairs have settled, 
and consequently, caused the 
current ride condition, TxDOT 
told the Advertiser. “The initial 
repairs were made approximate-
ly five years ago. 

"At that time, there were no in-

dications of further issues.”
They said that the repairs 

made at the time were good 
quality; however, over time, the 
repairs have settled and conse-
quently caused the current “ride 
condition.”

“At the time of the placement, 
the repairs were smooth, how-
ever they have settled through 
the years. 

"This could attribute to weath-

er or other impacts that happen 
over time.”

The project will include new 
spall repairs, full depth repair 
(replacing of concrete and re-
bar), and a complete asphalt 
overlay, the entire width of the 
roadway, within the limits of the 
project.”

The work is scheduled for 
nighttime work and will use 
standard road closures to com-

plete the project. “No change in 
speed limit will occur, they said. 
“We ask motorists to go to www.
houstontranstar.org for sched-
uled lane closures, including this 
work.

“We want to thank the trav-
eling public for their patience 
while we do this work. It is our 
goal to keep people and goods 
moving while we maintain our 
roads,” they said.

The Texas Department of Transportation suggests that drivers ad-
just their driving because of the many bumps that are on Hwy. 6. 
However, with most drivers exceeding the speed limit of 55 mph, 
drivers hesitate to do so.

The roadway on Hwy. 6, heading north, is filled with strips of raised pavement that creates a bumpy 
sound as vehicles travel over it. The Texas Department of Transportation told the Alvin Sun and Ad-
vertiser that  they are now accepting bids to rework the highway. That work should begin in the fall.

Delinquent county tax 
statements in the mail
Perdue, Brandon, Fielder, 

Collins & Mott, L.L.P. (Perdue 
Brandon) recently announced 
that delinquent tax statements 
are in the mail for Brazoria 
County.

The law firm represents the 
County in collecting taxes owed. 

While most property owners 
pay their taxes, there are those 
who, for various reasons, do not. 
Firm Partner Mike Darlow said 
Perdue Brandon is aggressively 
seeking payment for Brazoria 
County. 

“We target our collection ac-
tivities on those property owners 
who do not share in supporting 
the county and the taxing enti-
ties for whom it collects,” Dar-
low said. “It is unfair to those 
citizens who pay their taxes not 
to collect from those who refuse 
to do so.” 

In July, the Firm is mailing 
more than 11,200 notices to 
delinquent taxpayers advising 
them payment is due. 

If payment is not made, the 
property owner risks being sued 
and having their property seized 
and sold. 

Brazoria County Tax Collec-
tor/Assessor Kristin Bulanek 
advises delinquent taxpayers to 
make payment now. 

“Taxes for tax year 2020 be-
came delinquent February 1st of 
this year,” Darlow said. 

“Failing to pay your taxes in 

The Alvin Fire Department was dispatched to Denbury’s Hastings Oil Field on Saturday after smoke 
was seen in the area of the transformers. According to Alvin Fire Chief Rex Klesel, 20 Alvin firefight-
ers were on the scene, assisted by the Pearland Fire Department. Foam was needed to put out the fire. 
Eight transformers and numerous power poles were lost due to a short or overload, which caused the 
fire. One firefighter suffered from heat exhaustion but was checked out and released.

On July 15, Aubrey Middle-
ton, founder of the Lory’s Leg-
acy Foundation, donated 250 
backpacks filled with school 
supplies to EC Mason Elemen-
tary School. Aubrey started 
the Lory’s Legacy Foundation 
in 2021 to continue a back-to-
school outreach previously put 
in motion by her mother, Lory 
Middleton, before her passing 
in May. 

 “My mom was the glue that 
held so many communities to-
gether with her love and giving 
heart, said Middleton.

“EC Mason was the school 

that I attended and where my 
mom was president of the PTO 
for many years so we felt it was 
the perfect school to receive our 
donation.”

EC Mason Elementary School will have 250 backpacks for stu-
dents when school begins this fall. 

Brazoria County is not option-
al,” Bulanek said. 

“Those taxpayers who come 
forward voluntarily will be af-
forded every opportunity to pay 
their taxes,” she said. 

“If necessary, we are open to 
payment arrangements as al-
lowed by the Property Tax Code. 

"We do not want to foreclose; 
however, those with delinquent 
taxes need to know that we will 
not hesitate to have our attor-
neys take action if payment is 
not received.” 

For questions or to discuss 
delinquent tax payment, call the 
tax office at 979-388-1320, 281-
756-1320 or 979-864-1320.
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