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It’s more than six months 

before Republicans and 
Democrats will choose 
candidates to represent their 
parties in the race for the 22nd 

Congressional District, but a 
crowded field is already taking 
shape.

When Congressman Pete 
Olson announced he was not 
going to seek another term, that 
opened the floodgates for 
candidates hoping to win a seat 

in the U.S. Congress.
Officially, six candidates have 

announced or have created 
websites indicating they are 
planning to run. Unofficially, 
there are others seriously 
considering a bid.

On the Republican side, three 

candidates have announced they 
are hoping to keep the seat in 
GOP hands. Those candidates 
include:

• Fort Bend County resident 
and Army veteran Joe Walz. 
Walz was the first candidate to 
announce his bid, long before 

Olson announced he was not 
running.

• Brazoria County Judge Greg 
Hill. Hill announced he will 
resign his seat on the bench to 
run. 

• Former Congressional 
candidate and Republican donor 

Kathaleen Wall. Wall ran for the 
2nd Congressional seat in 2018 
and lost in the primary.

On the Democrat side, three 
candidates have also announced 
they plan to run. They include:

Congressional field beginning to take shape
Three Republicans, three Democrats have announced, others could join

Olson, local leaders continue fight to stop the hate 

The damage done to St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church by arson 13 years ago is still visible today, as Congressman Pete Olson and local leaders of various organizations 
gathered for an event on Wednesday morning to discuss the hate crime legislation that Olson is cosponsoring with Virginia Democratic Senator Donald Beyer. Pictured, 
from left to right, Fort Bend County Judge K. P. George, Brazoria County NAACP President Eugene Howard, Fort Bend County District Attorney Brian Middleton, Log 
Cabin Republicans of Houston President Marco Roberts, Hindi community activist Sam Kannappan, President Southwest of the Ismaili Council of the United States 
Murad Ajani, Congressman Pete Olson and Director of the American Jewish Coalition of Houston Randall Czarlinsky.                                   (Photo by Joshua Truksa)

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

Congressman Pete Olson, 
community leaders and 
representatives of various civil 
rights organizations gathered 
Wednesday morning to speak on 
House Resolution 3545, the 
“National Opposition to Hate, 
Assault and Threats of Equality 
Act of 2019” or “NO HATE 
Act,” that Olson cosponsored 
along with Virginia Democratic 
Sen. Donald Beyer, giving the 
legislation bipartisan support.

Leaders and members of the 
public met at the historic St. 
John’s Missionary Baptist 
Church in Missouri City. 

The church, founded by 
former slaves in 1869, was the 
victim of a suspected hate crime 
in 2006 when a large portion of 
the building was lost to arson 
and only the sanctuary was 
saved.

Pastor Gerald Rivers, who 
became involved with the church 
years ago when he was driving 
down Highway 6 one day and 
heard a message to turn left, said 
the hatred that inspires crimes 
against minorities like the one at 
his church 13 years ago is like a 
bad apple ruining the rest in a 
barrel or a contagious disease.

“Evil, again, is not only 
hatred, but it’s a disease. The 
CDC annually reports on 
different diseases within our 
country, but it does not report on 
hatred and hatred is something 
— it is a disease and it can be 
eradicated,” Rivers said.

Olson and other speakers felt 
the event had a good home in 

Hundreds turn out to support public education in Alvin ISD

Six administrators from Manvel High School dressed up as the characters of the “Wizard of Oz” to serve as “Celebrity Waiters” at the 
2019 Alvin ISD Education Foundation Gala. The four seen above walking the Yellow Brick Road included, from left to right, Assistant 
Principal Eric Landgrebe as the Tin Man, Assistant Principal Quinton Virgil as the Cowardly Lion, Principal Aeniqua Flowers as 
Dorothy and Associate Principal Rick Scott as the Scarecrow. Not pictured are Assistant Principal Garnet Foster, who took the role of 
the Wizard of Oz himself, and Assistant Principals Jamie Baldwin and Lisa Almendariz, who took the roles of the Good Witch of the 
North and the Wicked Witch of the West, respectively.                                                                                        (Photo by Joshua Truksa)

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

The 21st annual Alvin ISD 
Education Foundation Gala was 
filled with characters from 
popular films, television shows, 
books and history.

The “Celebrity Waiter” 
introductions were, as always, 
the highlight of the event. 
Dozens of school administrators 
and community leaders dressed 
as Lego men, New Orleans 
Mardis Gras musicians, The Cat 
in the Hat and numerous others 
entered the room in style as they 
were introduced by ACC 
Assistant to the President and 
Executive Director of 
Development Wendy Del Bello, 
who entered the room in a 
marching band outfit.

The team from Manvel High 
School, led by Principal Aeniqua 
Flowers as Dorothy, dressed up 
as the characters from the 
“Wizard of Oz.” Assistant 

Principal Lisa Almendariz, who 
dressed as the Wicked Witch of 
the West, said Flowers thought 
of the idea as an homage to her 
coming back home to Manvel 
High School. The same group of 
administrators will don the 
costumes again for Manvel High 
School’s homecoming football 
game Oct. 26.

“The characters that we’ve 
chosen pretty much fit our 
personalities,” Almendariz said.

Other characters that could be 
seen included Alvin ISD 
Community and Staff 
Ambassador Scot Bryant as a 
Lego man, Alvin Sunrise Rotary 
Club Treasurer Shawn Ruby as a 
Texas colonial, and Pomona 
Elementary assistant principals 
Victoria Kwan and Lisa Cross 
made up the front and back of 
“Toy Story’s” Slinky Dog, 
respectively.

Attendees said the gala is a 
wonderful way to support Alvin 

Celebrity waiters 
highlight Education 
Foundation's 21st Gala
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