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A waiting game with Liverpool fire
Firefighters, residents still frustrated while waiting for IRS decision 

Liverpool Fire Chief Joshua Morris said he thought it was possible for the IRS to make a determination on the reinstatement of the Liverpool Volunteer Fire 
Department’s tax-exempt status before the June 10 deadline.                                                                                                                            (Photo by Joshua Truksa)

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

During a special meeting of the 
Liverpool City Council on June 3, 
representatives of the Brazoria 
County Emergency Service 
District No. 3 spoke with 
councilmen and members of the 
Liverpool Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

The Internal Revenue Service 
published the revocation of the 
Liverpool Volunteer Fire 
Department’s tax-exempt status 
March 2. On March 11, the district 
canceled its contract with the 
department. Since that time, fire 
services in Liverpool have been 
provided by the departments in 
Alvin and Danbury. 

Councilman Ric Bogue said 
fire trucks from Alvin took 25 
minutes to arrive during a fire that 
occurred in Liverpool during the 
interim.

The district set a deadline of 90 
days for the Liverpool Volunteer 
Fire Department to reacquire its 
tax-exempt status, which was lost 
due to tax issues stemming from 
the activities of former treasurer 
Kelly Gabel, who is awaiting trial 
for embezzlement. The 90-day 
deadline will end on June 10, and 
Emergency Service District No. 3 
Director of Administration Brian 
Owens said the district believed it 
to be highly unlikely that there 

Relay for Life participants continue battle to defeat cancer

Survivors walk around the track at Alvin Memorial Stadium during the “Survivors’ Walk” portion of the Relay for Life of North 
Brazoria County on June 1.                                                                                                                              (Photo by Joshua Truksa)

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

Community members and 
leaders braved the heat and 
gathered at Alvin Memorial 
Stadium on June 1 to support 
family members and friends 
who are battling cancer, those 
who have won their battle and 
remember loved ones lost to the 
ailment at the first Relay for Life 
of North Brazoria County to be 
held following the growth of the 
organization — originally 
known as Alvin-Manvel Relay 
for Life — to include Pearland. 
Though heavy rain had soaked 
the ground through the day, 
hundreds showed up during the 
seven-hour event that kicked off 
at 4 p.m.

This year, Alvin City 
Councilman Keith Thompson 
said a few words representing 
Alvin. Thompson was diagnosed 
with stage three advanced 
prostate cancer at the very end 
of last year and began 
chemotherapy in February. He 
was discharged from a stay at 

the hospital just two days before 
the event.

“I’ll never forget the date,” 
Thompson said as he recalled 
when he was told about his 
cancer, “New Year’s Eve 2018, 
3:30 in the afternoon. Worst 
New Year’s Eve you ever had; 
we were in bed by 7:00,” 
Thompson said laughing.

But the spirit at Relay for Life 
is always about continuing the 
fight. As always, multiple teams 
participated in fundraising 
efforts pre-dating the main 
event, and at the tent of every 
team was a different story about 
individuals coming together to 
support and remember friends, 
family and each other.

Pam Leitner, who has co-led 
the organization of the event 
with Debbie McDonald for two 
years, led a team of her own 
named Faithful Friends that 
became the highest earning team 
this year, raising $14,200 to 
fight cancer; $11,633 of the total 
was raised by Leitner herself, 

A universe of stories 
with summer reading

The summer reading program at the Alvin Public Library heated 
up Wednesday as Children's Specialist Kate Guynn, aka Miss 
Kate, taught children about constellations before helping them 
create their own using marshmallows. During the summer, the 
library will host events for school-age children every Wednesday 
beginning at 2 p.m.                              (Photos by David Rupkalvis)
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