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Greg Hill announces run for Congress
Will resign as county court at law judge to pursue Olson's seat

Greg Hill

By David Rupkalvis
Publisher

Brazoria County Court at Law 
Judge Greg Hill announced 
Wednesday he would be giving 
up his seat to run for Congress 
in the 22nd Congressional 
District. 

Hill, who has a long history as 
a Republican in the district, will 
be seeking to replace 
Congressman Pete Olson, who 
announced last month he would 
be retiring when his current term 

ends next year.
“After much prayer and 

encouragement from my family 
and friends in Brazoria, Fort

Bend and southeast Harris 
counties, I am humbled to 
announce my candidacy for 
Congress,” Hill said. “Now 
more than ever, Congress needs 
a new generation of leaders who 
reflect mainstream suburban 
values, can restore common 
sense to Washington and will 
fight to defeat the socialist 
agenda.”

Hill has been a life-long 
Republican and served three 
terms on the Pearland City 
Council prior to running for 
county court at law judge.

He has also worked as a 
Border Patrol agent and Spanish 
teacher before earning his law 
degree. 

After becoming an attorney, 
he worked as an assistant district 
attorney in Galveston County 
before opening his own private 
practice. 

Hill said his life and work 

experience make him an 
excellent candidate for 
Congress.

“As a judge and former 
prosecutor, I am committed to 
upholding the Constitution and 
the rule of law,” said Hill. “As a 
former Border Patrol agent, I 
will work to

ensure Congress secures our 
border while streamlining legal 
immigration. As a husband and 
father of two, I will fight to 

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

In light of announcements 
by the Texas Department of 
Transportation of proposals to 
remove the Highway 99 
(commonly known as the 
Grand Parkway) project from 
the state’s 10-year Unified 
Transportation Program, 
community leaders from 
Alvin and surrounding 
communities in Brazoria, 
Galveston and Fort Bend 
counties accepted the 
responsibility of traveling to 
Austin for two TxDOT 
meetings to voice their 
disapproval of such a plan 
and the continued support of 
various communities to see 
the southern segments of the 
Grand Parkway become a 
reality.

Leaders first journeyed to 
Austin on July 24 to offer 
public comments during the 
Transportation Commission 
Workshop and the 
commission’s regular meeting 
the following morning.

Alvin Economic 
Development Director Larry 
Buehler gave the commission 
a presentation that outlined 
the vital importance of the 
Grand Parkway project to 
relieve congestion and 
improve safety on Alvin roads 

Local 
leaders 
continue 
to fight 
for Grand 
Parkway

Gigantic crates stop in Alvin during slow journey

Two massive crates carrying parts of a drilling ship that will be sent to South Korea stopped in Alvin along the slow journey to the 
Bayport Cruise Terminal.                                                                                                                               (Photo by Joshua Truksa)

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

The gigantic crates that have 
attracted much fanfare or 
loathing stopped in Alvin 
Tuesday as their slow journey 
from Northwest Houston to the 
Bayport Cruise Terminal 
continued before being shipped 
to the Geoje Shipyard in South 
Korea.

The crates contain three 
sections of a drilling ship ordered 
by Samsung Heavy Industries, 
Alvin City Manager Junru 
Roland said.

The crates have attracted a 
great amount of attention as they 
crawled across the Houston area. 
Traveling only at night, residents 
have experienced power outages 
as electrical lines have had to be 
temporarily moved out of the 
colossal cargo’s way.

The crates, which are as tall as 
a two-story building, are being 
escorted by law enforcement. 
Texas-New Mexico Power is 
also leading the escort, which is 
moving at around two miles per 
hour on the journey.

Nelson Elementary ready for its first students

After two years of construction, Bob and Betty Nelson Elementary 
School is ready for students. Nelson is one of two new elementary 
schools Alvin ISD will open next week as students return to class. 
Many of the teachers moved from Alvin Elementary, when it 
closed, and only two teachers new to Alvin ISD had to be hired. 
Left, Principal Tracy Olvera talks to Mark Hembree, an English/
language arts teacher as they prepare for students to return 
Thursday. For a complete look at Nelson Elementary, see the 
Wednesday edition of The Alvin Advertiser. 
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As he begins his campaign 
for a fifth term in the Texas 
House of Representatives, Ed 
Thompson already has one 
big gun on his side.

Last week, Gov. Greg 
Abbott officially endorsed 
Thompson in his re-election 
campaign for House District 
29.

In the legislative session 
earlier this year, Thompson 
worked alongside Abbott and 
his peers in the Texas House 
to pass meaningful legislation 
on various issues, such as 
increasing teacher salaries, 
school finance reform, 
property tax reform and 
transportation needs for the 
state.

Abbott praised Thompson 
for his consistent conservative 
stands and urged voters to 
send him back to Austin.

“I am proud to endorse 
Rep. Thompson for 
re-election and remain 
grateful for his hard work and 
strong conservative voice in 
the House,” Abbott wrote in a 
statement. “From his 
leadership on education 
reform to his efforts to shorten 
wait times at driver’s license 
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