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Tropical Storm Imelda drops heavy rain, causes little damage

Tropical Storm Imelda dropped up to 10 inches of rain in 24 hours in the Alvin area, causing localized flooding and leading all area 
school districts to close Wednesday.                                                                                                                (Photo by David Rupkalvis)

Alvin ISD, ACC among 
local schools closed

By David Rupkalvis
Publisher

Tropical Storm Imelda moved 
through Alvin last week, 
dropping more than 10 inches of 
rain in some areas which caused 
localized flooding and the 
cancellation of schools and other 
activities.

The storm flared up as a 
tropical depression along the 
Gulf Coast and gained tropical 
storm strength just before 
making landfall near Freeport. 
While the winds were relatively 
minor, the rain was a bigger 
concern, especially in an area 
still reeling from the physical 
and psychological effects of 
Hurricane Harvey two years 
ago.

For two-plus days, Imelda 
dropped a steady rain over 

Alvin, causing isolated flooding. 
At Frobergs Farm, they reported 
eight inches of rain in 24 hours 
between Tuesday and 
Wednesday. The USGS reported 
nine inches of rain at Chocolate 
Bayou in the same 24-hour 
period.

The steady and sometimes 
heavy rain mixed with occasional 
winds led to some localized 
problems in the Alvin area. 
Several neighborhoods reported 
power outages and several car 
accidents were reported.

On Tuesday night, several 
area school districts announced 
closings for Wednesday, but 
Alvin ISD waited until about 5 
a.m. Wednesday to close schools 
for the day. 

Renae Rives, communications 
director for the district, said 

A moment of kindness at Passmore Elementary

Alvin ISD custodian Esther McCool lays down with an autistic student who was struggling at Passmore Elementary. While McCool has 
received a lot of attention for the gesture, Alvin ISD spokesperson Renae Rives said McCool goes the extra mile for students on a regular 
basis.                                                                                                                                                                           (Courtesy photo)

By David Rupkalvis
Publisher

An Alvin ISD custodian is 
getting a lot of unwanted 
attention after she comforted an 
autistic child who was struggling 
at Passmore Elementary School 
last week.

Esther McCool, who has 
worked for Alvin ISD for six 
years, became a media star after 
Hollie Bellew-Shaw posted a 
picture of McCool comforting 
her daughter, Kenlee. According 
to a Facebook post, Kenlee was 
struggling with the noise in the 
cafeteria Sept. 10 when McCool 
went onto the cafeteria stage 
with her and laid down with her 
to keep her calm.

Custodian 
praised for 
comforting 
autistic 
student By Joshua Truksa

Staff Reporter

Senior citizens of Alvin 
will soon see their water bills 
go down if they opt into a 
newly created discount the 
city council unanimously 
approved Sept. 5.

Upon the approval of an 
application, the discount 
would reduce the cost of the 
first 2,000 gallons of city 
water service by 20 percent, 
from $18.18 to $14.54. 
Approved discounts will be 
applied starting with the 
November billing cycle for 
service in October. All 
customers would still pay the 
standard rate for any 
additional water used after 
the first 2,000 gallons.

Senior 
discount 
offered 
on water 
bills

Making a quilt to thank those who have served 

Clare Hauser (left) presented her longtime friend and neighbor, Rick Whiteley, (right) with a Quilt of Valor Sept. 8 for his service in 
the Vietnam War.                                                                                                                                             (Photo by Joshua Truksa)

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

Clare Hauser didn’t learn to 
quilt until after retirement and 
never considered herself a 
candidate for entering the 
quilting world, but she knew she 
wanted to do something for the 
veterans in her life.

Quilts of Valor is a program 
started by Catherine Roberts of 
Seaford, Delaware, in 2003 after 
a dream she had while her son 
Nat was in Iraq about how 
comforting quilts can be for 
service members. Every Quilt of 
Valor is certified by the Quilt of 
Valor Foundation, and a veteran 
or service member receives a 
Quilt of Valor only once in a 
lifetime. Roberts describes it as 
“a civilian equivalent of the 
Purple Heart Award.” 

Hauser’s sister-in-law, Robin 
Hauser, started her on her first 
quilt, which she presented to her 
brother .

“I just wanted her to make a 
quilt for my brother,” Clare said, 

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

The Trinity Apostolic Faith 
Church hosted its 10th annual 
First Responders’ Banquet on 
Sept. 14, welcoming dozens 
of members of the Alvin 
Police Department, Alvin 
Volunteer Fire Department 
and Alvin EMS to a free meal 
of homecooked lasagna, with 
salad and breadsticks 
provided by Olive Garden.

The event began in 2009 
when Pastor Bill Derixson 
became leader of the 
congregation and developed 
the idea to honor first 
responders with a night of 

Alvin 
church 
honors 
first 
responders
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