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Businessman Pyburn honored by Junior Achievement

Local businessman and former AISD board member Mike Pyburn 
was inducted into the Brazoria County Hall of Fame last week.

By Kathleen Holton
Managing Editor

Local businessman and former 
Alvin ISD school board mem-
ber Mike Pyburn was inducted 
into the Brazoria County Hall of 
Fame last week.

Pyburn was honored by the 
Junior Achievement of Brazo-
ria County as part of the annual 
awards banquet.

Pyburn was honored for his 
community service, including 
serving on the Alvin ISD Board 
of Trustees, the Alvin Communi-
ty College Board of Regents, as 
well as his efforts in preserving 
local history. 

He was instrumental in raising 
awareness of the significance of 
the rotunda that was the heart of 
the old Alvin Junior High School 

building on the campus of Alvin 
High School.

“Mike has been an outstand-
ing citizen and business man in 
the Alvin Manvel area for years 
and is certainly deserving of 
this honor,” said Shirley Broth-
ers who introduced Pyburn.

Today, a beautiful gazebo sits 
where the rotunda of that build-
ing was located, including the 
star on the terrazzo floor. “That 
is thanks to Mike for raising 
awareness and spearheading the 
fundraising effort, said Broth-
ers.

The installation of the Ameri-
can flag at the entrance to Al-
vin Community College stands 

thanks to the efforts of Pyburn.
“His influence continues with 

significant and visible remind-
ers for all of the citizens of Al-
vin and Manvel,” added Broth-
ers.

After graduating from Texas 
A&M University in 1987, Py-
burn spent his summers work-
ing at Almeda Water Well Ser-
vice. He then worked at Brazos 
River Authority in Waco from 
1988-1989. 

In 1989, he then moved back 
to Almeda Water Well Ser-
vice. In 1982 M&M Hardware 
opened, and then, in 1998, JMP 
Utilities began operation. Mike 
continued to work in the fam-

ily businesses, eventually pur-
chasing Almeda Water Well 
Services, M&M Hardware, and 
JMP Utilities in 2011 where he 
continues to serve as President 
and CEO.

Pyburn has held several 
work-related positions, includ-
ing past Statewide Director, 
President, Chapter Director, 
and Chair of the Finance Com-
mittee of the Texas Groundwa-
ter Association. He also serves 
as Vice-Chairman of the TGWA 
Scholarship Foundation and 
was recently appointed to the 
Texas Department of Licensing 
and Regulation Water Well Dri-
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Scholarship recipients were also honored at the hall of fame banquet, which included Gracey Ket-
tler from Alvin High School, Sydney Mathew, Shadow Creek High School and Chase Cross from 
Manvel High School.

ACC NDT program reaffirmed
The Alvin Community Col-

lege Neurodiagnostic Technol-
ogy program received reaffir-
mation for accreditation from 
the Commission on Accredita-
tion of Allied Health Education 
Programs (CAAHEP).

“CAAHEP accreditations al-
lows graduates from the ACC 
Neurodiagnostic Technology 
program to sit for their creden-
tialing exam immediately after 
graduating from our program,” 
said Jordan Rusk, program di-
rector for the NDT program. 
“This allows our graduates to 
gain employment quickly af-

ter graduation and shows em-
ployers that they have received 
adequate training that is set to 
a high standard. CAAHEP ac-
creditation requires all programs 
to follow a strict guideline of 
curriculum and lays a strong 
educational foundation for the 
students.”

Neurodiagnostic technologists 
record electrical activity from 
the brain, spinal cord, peripheral 
nerves, somatosensory or mo-
tor nerve systems. They provide 
valuable data to diagnose and 
treat conditions such as neuro-
muscular disorders, brain tu-

mors, seizure disorders, strokes 
and degenerative brain disease.

The program was first accredit-
ed by CAAHEP in 2011 and reaf-
firmed in 2016. They will under-
go reaffirmation again in 2027.

“Receiving continuing accredi-
tation status is a testament to the 
hard work and dedication of the 
faculty and staff of the Neurodi-
agnostic Technology program,” 
Rusk said. “We strive to stay in 
touch with industry standards 
and provide the best education 
possible for our students. I am 
proud to be the director of such 
a great program here at Alvin 
Community College.”

For more information about 
the NDT program, visit www.al-
vincollege.edu/neurodiagnostic-
technology.

GCBO hosting 
fundraiser event
On Saturday, October 8 from 

6PM to 9PM, Gulf Coast Bird 
Observatory will be hosting a 
new fundraiser event, an art 
auction called Evening on the 
Bayou. 

Evening on the Bayou will 
feature live and silent auctions 
wherein patrons will have the 
opportunity to see and buy 
beautiful nature-inspired art-
work. Wine and charcuterie will 
be served and our grounds will 
be lit by torchlight. The funds 
raised during this event will go 
towards our work preserving 
habitats and helping birds. For 
those who love art, wine, and 
supporting conservation, this 
will be the perfect evening!

The event will be held at 

GCBO headquarters: 299 Hwy 
332 West, Lake Jackson, TX, 
77566. 

Tickets cost $20 each and 
come with wine and charcute-
rie. Call 979-480-0999 or visit 
www.gcbo.org for more info 
and to reserve tickets.

ACC student finds path in Ultramarathons

Radio station provides first responders' breakfast

Local First Responders were provided with a breakfast last week, courtesy of Radio Station 93Q. After the meal, fire department and EMS personnel gave the radio staff members a tour of the facilities. 
Shown above, from left, are Fire Chief Rex Klesel, EMS Director Ron Schmitz, Erica Rico-Contreras, 93Q Morning Show and Katelyn Maida, also with 93Q.

Lydia Rios

Trying to raise four sons on 
her own and dealing with the 
trauma of domestic violence, 
Alvin Community College stu-
dent Lydia Rios sought a way to 
heal.

“I was fighting just to breath,” 
she said. “Even breathing was 
painful.”

She found that sense of heal-
ing when she signed up for a 
marathon as part of a charity. 
It was in that first race that she 
discovered that long distance 
running helped her find purpose 
both for herself and others.

Now she is running ultrama-
rathons which helps her find 
perspective in her life and her 
future. Rios said she was the 
first woman to complete the 

100-mile Orion Ultra.
“It has helped me accept my 

reality,” Rios said. “And also to 
know that there’s a lot of  things 
that I think I know but are really 
not under my control. It also 
made me realize that (I wanted 
to) come back to school after 22 
years.”

As she continues to pursue 
her best times in ultramara-
thons, Rios said she signed up 
for her longest race ever, getting 
a college degree. Rios recently 
began taking courses at ACC in 
the Communications program.

“I was so terrified to sign up 
for classes,” she said. 

After meeting other runners 
and sharing her story, Rios said 
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