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The Grand Parkway remains alive after TxDot vote
Proposed toll road near Alvin retains funding in state's future plans

Segment B of the Grand Parkway includes a toll road that will run from Liverpool through Alvin. It is planned as a way to move traffic around the city quickly, and 
officials say it could be especially beneficial in the case of emergencies like hurricanes.                                                                                             (Courtesy rendering)

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

A Texas Department of 
Transportation committee voted 
on Thursday to retain funding 
for Segments B and C of 
Highway 99 (also known as the 
Grand Parkway) within the 
Unified Transportation Program 
for 2020, after an initial proposal 
from the governor’s office to 
remove it in response to two 
state constitutional amendments 
that were passed that restricted 
the use of public funds for the 
construction of toll roads.

Many leaders from Alvin, 
Brazoria County and the 
surrounding area that would 
benefit from the Grand Parkway 
made their way to Austin for the 
9 a.m. meeting to speak in favor 
of the continuation of the project.

Alvin Mayor Paul Horn said 

ACC sets enrollment mark as classes begin

Nursing instructor Mary Estes speaks with students on the first day of class for the Fall 2019 semester. Below, two students play on an 
inflatable game during the Welcome Back Carnival.                                                                                                   (Courtesy photos)

6,000 
students 
register for 
classes

Alvin Community College 
started the Fall 2019 semester 
with its highest enrollment ever 
at 6,034.

The preliminary enrollment 
includes 935,856 contact hours 
which is a 4.7 percent increase to 
the 893,264 contact hours at the 
start of the Fall 2018 semester 
with 5,627 enrollment.

This fall is the highest number 
of students for a semester since 
Fall 2010, when 5,721 students 

By David Rupkalvis
Publisher

A fourth Republican candidate 
announced last week they were 
running for the Republican 
nomination in the 22nd 
Congressional District.

Felicia Harris Hoss, a 
Republican precinct chair in 
Pearland and a delegate to the 
Republican State convention, 
announced she is seeking the 
nomination to replace Pete 
Olson, who is retiring when his 
term ends next year.

Harris Hoss, a founding 
partner at Barry Conge Harris 
LLP, said she is the right 
candidate to lead the Republican 
charge in the 22nd Congressional 
District.

“None of the other candidates 
in this race has the experience I 
have,” she said. “I’ve spent my 
adult life taking on tough fights, 
as both a lawyer and a public 
servant. And I’ll do the same in 
Washington. I’ll protect jobs 
from liberal radicals who want 
to ban Texas energy. I’ll fight 
against the socialists in 
Washington who want open 
borders. And, I’ll stand with 
President Trump to build the 
wall and ban sanctuary cities.”

Harris Hoss graduated from 

Texas A&M in 1992 and split 
her time between working, first 
selling cars and later working 
for Coca-Cola while also 
attending night classes at the 
South Texas College of Law. 

She received her law degree 
from South Texas College of 
Law where she finished first in 
her class and was voted 
outstanding female graduate.

Harris Hoss said she learned a 
lot from her parents and would 
use those lessons in Washington, 
D.C.

“My parents didn’t have 
money to burn, but they had grit 
to spare,” she said. “They taught 
me that dreams come true if you 
work hard and never quit. Those 

Harris Hoss fourth 
Republican to join 
congressional race

Felicia Harris Hoss

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

An Alvin woman and a Santa 
Fe man were killed in a fiery 
accident on FM 2004 in 
Hitchcock on Aug. 27.

The accident occured near 
the intersection with Kidd 
Tacquard Ranch when the two 
deceased individuals were 
traveling southbound at 
approximately 4:20 p.m. in a 
1995 black Toyota Tacoma 
when they came upon a curve 
and lost control of the vehicle, 
swerving into the oncoming 
lane where 37-year-old 
Francisco Bejarano, of 
Baytown, driving a white 2019 
Ford Expedition, was unable to 

avoid hitting them on the 
passenger side.

Upon collision, the Tacoma 
spun off the roadway and burst 
into flames.

Both occupants of the 
Tacoma were found deceased 
at the scene while Bejarano 
was transported by Life Flight 
to UTMB. There has been no 
updated information of his 
condition as of Sept. 4.

Officials confirmed the 
victims to be 36-year-old 
Jeffery Dan Werner of Santa 
Fe and 48-year-old Mary 
Player of Alvin. 

Confirmation of the victims’ 
identities was delayed due to 
how badly the victims were 
burned.

Alvin woman, Santa 
Fe man killed in crash

By David Rupkalvis
Publisher

As August moved into 
September, it not only moved 
Texas closer to cooler weather, 
it also signified the start of 820 
new state laws. 

A series a laws aimed to ease 
gun control got the most 

attention, especially with two 
mass shootings in the state in 
August.

According to the Texas State 
Rifle Association, 10 bills 
became law Sunday. Those 
include:

• House Bill 121, which 
provides a legal defense for 
License To Carry holders who 

unknowingly  enter 
establishments posted with 
30.06 or 30.07 signs, as long 
they promptly leave when 
verbally informed of the policy.  

• House Bill 302, which 
prohibits "no firearms" clauses 
in residential leases and protects 
tenants' rights to possess 
lawfully-owned firearms and 

ammunition in dwelling units 
and on manufactured home lots, 
and to transport their guns 
directly between their personal 
vehicles and these locations. 

• House Bill 1143, which 
prevents school districts from 
prohibiting the possession of 

Hundreds of new state laws go into effect
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