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TxDOT: Traffic light issues on bypass due to construction
By David Rupkalvis

Publisher

The Texas Department of 
Transportation has received 
numerous complaints from 
Alvin area drivers recently 
regarding the traffic lights along 
the Highway 35 Bypass.

TxDOT spokesman Danny 
Perez said TxDOT understands 
the frustration drivers are 
feeling, but there is nothing they 
can do right now. Perez 
explained that due to the ongoing 
construction on the Highway 35 
Bypass, the state had to 
deactivate the system that tells 
how many cars are waiting at a 
light.

When working properly, the 
system can register the weight of 
vehicles and adjust the length of 

red and green lights accordingly. 
The goal is to allow the heavier 
traffic, usually along the Bypass, 
to move faster.

With the system off, the lights 
are now on timers that don't 
reflect traffic at the time. 

While that works for many 
parts of the day, during peak 
traffic times it leads to backed 
up traffic on the bypass.

Perez said the intersections 
impacted are Highway 35 and 
Mustang Road, Fairway Road, 
South Street, FM 517, FM 528 
and Victory Road. 

He said when construction is 
finished — in a month or two 
— the weight system would be 
reactivated.

“We do know it’s inconvenient 
for folks,” Perez said. “We just 
ask them to be patient with us.”

A construction project on the Highway 35 Bypass has forced TxDOT to put all traffic lights on timers, which during peak traffic time 
can lead to backed up traffic. The issue will be fixed when the roadwork is completed.                                  (Photo by David Rupkalvis)

School is back in session

Schools in Alvin and across Alvin ISD welcomed students back to class for the first time Thursday. At Alvin Elementary School, above, a back-to-school sign tempted 
many parents to take pictures of their students. At Nelson Elementary School, bottom right, thefirst day had long lines waiting to enter the brand new school. 

(Photos by David Rupkalvis and Joshua Truksa)

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

Dozens of Hillcrest Village 
residents arrived at the city’s 
municipal meeting building 
Monday for an unusual 
turnout at a city council 
meeting.

The residents came to 
show support for their 
neighbors, Tim and Sheila 
Orrenmaa, who have 
encountered problems with 
the city in regards to their 
water service.

The Orrenmaas have lived 
in their home at 107 Mustang 
Drive for years where they 
are not connected to city 
water, but recently purchased 
the home across the street at 
104 Mustang Drive, next 
door to their daughter, as a 
rental property. The city 
water system is accessible on 
this side of the road. 
Orrenmaa explained that her 
daughter’s home at 102 
Mustang Drive has been 
connected to the city water 
system since it was built in 
1976. 

However, the renters at 
104 Mustang Drive quickly 
had problems of water never 
coming from the taps after 
they moved into the home in 
June.

“He couldn’t take a shower 
because his daughter was 
taking a bath. Her toilets 
wouldn’t fill up; the bathroom 
toilets wouldn’t fill up. The 
same day he couldn’t go to 
— he couldn’t take a shower 
for work. Something is going 
on,” Sheila said.

When Sheila contacted the 
city to resolve the issue, she 
was ultimately told that it 
would cost $11,000 to fix the 
problem.

The city argued that it did 
not have the means to pay for 
the necessary modifications 
to increase pressure and 
transport water to the house.

Hillcrest Village Mayor 
Tom Wilson asked the 
Orrenmaas how they wished 
to resolve the issue and said 
he would form a committee 
consisting of himself and two 
other council members to sit 
down and formulate a 
solution. However, Sheila 
continued her narrative for 
the benefit of the crowd of 
residents gathered.

Water 
woes a 
concern in 
Hillcrest 
Village

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

District 29 State Rep. Ed 
Thompson gave a presentation 
to the Alvin-Manvel Chamber 
of Commerce during its monthly 
luncheon Aug. 13, speaking 
about new laws that were passed 
during the most recent legislative 
session.

Before Thompson’s speech, 
Brazoria County Tax Assessor-
Collector Ro’vin Garrett 
presented him with a Legislative 
Leadership Award on behalf of 
the 254 members of the Tax-
A s s e s s o r - C o l l e c t o r ’ s 
Association of Texas for his 
“selfless service and exceptional 

Thompson: Environmental laws key in Texas

State Rep. Ed Thompson gave a legislative update during the Alvin-Manvel Area Chamber of Commerce’s monthly luncheon Aug. 13. 
Thompson talked about his and the legislature’s efforts affecting recycling, air quality, education, school safety, transportation and free 
expression on college campuses, among other issues, during the most recent legislative session.                      (Photo by Joshua Truksa)See THOMPSON, page 2 See HILLCREST, page 2


