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With 200 new COVID cases 
reported in one day, Brazoria 
County reached a new milestone 
on Sept. 11.

 The county reported 202 new 
cases, with the majority of the 
cases, 124, in Pearland. 

The previous single day re-
cord was 191 cases, which was 
reported on July 28.

Within days, the positive re-
ports dropped into the double 

digits — 68 cases were reported 
on Sept. 16. 

However, only 27 of the cases 
reported on Sept, 16 were from 
tests that had been conducted 
within the previous two weeks.

The majority of the cases re-
ported came from a backlog of 
tests at local labs. 

On average, it takes two to 
four days for labs to return re-
sults, but some tests could take 
longer before the findings are 
reported to the county.

Backlog or no backlog, the 

inescapable fact is that the coun-
ty's death toll is still rising. 

Between Sept. 11 and Sept. 
15, Brazoria County reported 
seven COVID-19 related deaths. 

The county's death toll now 
stands at 85 people.

One death, reported on Sept. 
15, was the youngest COVID 
casualty yet — a male, Manvel 
resident in his 30's.

Since the pandemic began in 
March, Brazoria County has 
seen 9,826 cases of COVID-19.

Of those, 2,119 are active 

while the majority, 7,613 peo-
ple, have recovered. 

In Alvin alone, there have 
been 1,406 cases reported. Of 
those, 280 cases are active and 
1,113 are listed as recovered. 

Alvin has had 12 COVID re-
lated fatalities. 

The high number of COVID 
cases in Brazoria County has led 
to county residents being invited 
to participate in new treatment 
and prevention studies being 
conducted in Houston by the 
UT Health Science Center and 
Johns Hopkins University.

The studies are open to those 
who have been positively diag-
nosed with COVID-19 or who 
have been exposed but are not 
showing symptoms.

The two, joint studies are ex-
amining the efficacy of conva-
lescent plasma antibody treat-
ments on the virus. 

One study will use antibod-
ies to try and prevent the virus 
while the other will use antibod-

ies to help patients recover from 
the virus. 

Both are outpatient studies. 
Although the studies are primar-
ily concerned with gauging the 
viability of plasma treatments, 
any information gathered will be 
helpful in the development of a 
vaccine.

Participants will be compen-
sated, according to a news re-
lease. 

People over the age of 18 
years-old can call 888-506-1199 
or fill out the health question-
naire at covidplasmatrial.org to 
find out whether they qualify. 

For most people, the corona-
virus causes mild or moderate 
symptoms, such as fever and 
cough.

 that clear up in two to three 
weeks. For some, especially old-
er adults and people with exist-
ing health problems, it can cause 
more severe illness, including 
pneumonia and death. The vast 
majority of people recover.
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Brazoria County reaches new milestone after reporting 200 new COVID cases in a day 

By John Tompkins
Special to the Advertiser

Dr. Christal M. Albrecht, 
president of Alvin Community 
College (ACC) since 2014, has 
announced her intentions to re-
tire August 31, 2021. 

Albrecht was the college’s 
sixth president and led the col-
lege to its highest enrollment 
in its 71-year history, as well as 
through recovery and response 
efforts to Hurricane Harvey in 
2018 and the recent COVID-19 
pandemic.

Shortly after her arrival at 
ACC, Albrecht implemented a 
staff reorganization plan that en-
sured the college could advance 
its mission of improved student 
success and completion. 

With support from the ACC 
Board of Regents, faculty, staff 
and students, and the commu-
nity, she embarked on a journey 
to create a 5-year Strategic Plan 
for the college. 

The goals of the final year of 
the plan will be completed by 

August 2021.
Other accomplishments dur-

ing Albrecht’s tenure include:
Passage of a $25 million 

Maintenance Tax Bond for reno-
vations and improvements to the 
ACC Campus, including build-
ing a culinary teaching lab, a 
new Radio/TV suite, renovation 
of several classroom buildings, 
and the total renovation of the 
student center and bookstore 
building.

Development of critical work-
force programs in high demand, 
high-paying fields including 
Health Information Manage-
ment, Cybersecurity, and Logis-
tics and Supply Chain Manage-
ment.

Creation of a unique part-
nership with the University of 
Houston Clear Lake (UHCL) – 
Pearland Campus to offer ACC 
freshman and sophomore cours-
es to align with the UHCL’s 
bachelor’s degree program.

Prior to joining ACC, Albrecht 
served as president of Florida 
State College at Jacksonville’s 

Kent and Downtown campuses, 
president at Pima Community 
College’s Desert Vista Campus, 
and founding Vice President of 
Student Learning at Lone Star 
College Cy Fair.

“I so admire her leadership 
and work ethic that has led us to 
make vast improvements to our 
academic programs," said ‘Bel 
Sanchez, chair of ACC’s Board 
of Regents. 

Sanchez named off some of 
the programs that Albrecht had 
helped grow including continu-

ing education and workforce de-
velopment programs. 

Albrecht also oversaw a res-
toration to the college's physical 
plant that were "sorely needed," 
Sanchez said.

"[Albrecht] has overcome 
many challenges to get us to 
where we are today. When fac-
ing setbacks like failed bond ini-
tiatives or resistance to change, 
she was undeterred and contin-
ued to plow ahead,” Sanchez 
added.

“Please join me in wishing her 
and her husband, Dr. Terry Saw-
ma, many wonderful years of 
adventures in their retirement.”

Albrecht actively served and 
supported the community, par-
ticipating on the Alvin/Manvel, 
Pearland and Brazoria County 
Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce.  

She also served on the Texas 
Association of Community Col-
lege’s legislative and executive 
committees, on the Board of the 
American Association of Com-
munity Colleges, and as presi-

dent of the board of the National 
Council for Workforce Educa-
tion. 

Among her accolades while 
at ACC, Albrecht was inducted 
into the Phi Theta Kappa Texas 
Hall of Honor for Presidents in 
2020 and was one of 13 presi-
dents nationally selected for the 
prestigious Shirley B. Goodman 
Award of Distinction in 2020. 
She was selected as Leader of 
the Year by the Alvin/Manvel 
Chamber of Commerce in 2018.

Albrecht will complete the 
current academic year while the 
Board of Regents conducts a na-
tionwide search for the college’s 
next president.

“It has been an honor and priv-
ilege to serve as the president of 
Alvin Community College and 
to have worked with an incred-
ible team of talented employees 
who always make me want to 
be a better person, president and 
leader,” Albrecht said. “I will al-
ways appreciate everything they 
have done for our students, the 
college and the community.”

Albrecht

Albrecht announces 2020-21 will be last year as president of Alvin Community College

Brazoria County prepared for Tropical Storm Beta, voluntary evacuation orders issued
By Alex Wukman
awukman@alvinsun.net

As Tropical Storm Beta 
churned towards the Texas coast   
cities and counties began issuing 
evacuation orders for low-lying 
areas and residents started to 
hunker down. 

In a Sunday afternoon update, 
the National Hurricane Center 
predicted that storm would make 

landfall near northwest Palacios 
late Monday or early Tuesday, 
before moving northeast up the 
coastline.

 Beta was expected to be right 
over the Dickinson area Wednes-
day afternoon, and then to move 
up towards western Louisiana 
by Thursday afternoon.

In anticipation of the storm, 
Brazoria County Judge Matt 
Sebesta issued a voluntary evac-

uation order for coastal commu-
nities. 

The county also decided to 
close beaches to vehicular traf-
fic on Saturday. 

By Sunday evening Blue Wa-
ter Highway was closed from 
Access Road 1 to the San Luis 
Pass Bridge because of water 
and debris.

The ability to safely drive 
wasn't the only concern about 

Beta's rain and water.
Early predictions for Coastal 

Brazoria County showed any-
where from 12 to 18 inches of 
rainfall, while inland areas were 
predicted to see as much as 10 or 
12 inches of rainfall.

Forecasters were quick to note 
that the precipitation was ex-
pected to come over the course 
of two or three days.

The National Weather Service 

also predicted 40-60 mph winds 
Beta comes just about a month 

after Brazoria County narrowly 
dodged Hurricane Laura. 

In anticipation of the storm, 
the county took the precaution 
of closing both San Luis County 
and Surfside Jetty County parks. 

Although early forecasts pre-
dicted the storm stalling out over 
land, by Sunday afternoon Be-
ta's speed had fallen to 6 m.p.h.

Manvel FFA student Jase Miller walks his pig prior to the start of this year's Brazoria County Fair. 
Much of this year's fair was canceled and the livestock auction moved online.         (Courtesy Photo)

TS Beta forced 
school closures

Alvin ISD and Alvin Com-
munity College both decided to 
close all schools and campuses 
on Monday, Sept. 21, ahead of 
Tropical Storm Beta. 

In a statement posted to both 
the school district and the col-
lege's various social media chan-
nels, personnel wrote that the de-
cision to shutter all in-person and 
online classes was made "out of 
an abundance of caution."

Caution and closures were the 
watchwords throughout Brazo-
ria County as Tropical Storm 
Beta slowly chugged towards 
landfall. 

Almost every school district in 
the area, and some as far south as 
Palacios and as far west as Need-
ville, suspended classes ahead of 
the storm, as did many colleges 
and universities that were in or 
near coastal areas.  

The closures also led to the 
suspension of all after-school 
and extracurricular activities 
scheduled for Monday. 

Manvel holds 
property tax  
rate hearing

 The Manvel City Council has 
proposed a property tax rate of 
$0.61 per $100 valuation. 

Although the proposed rate is 
a $0.3 per $100 decrease from 
Manvel's 2019 tax rate, it is 
higher than the city's no-new 
revenue tax rate of $0.584838 
per $100.

However, the proposed rate 
isn't higher than the voter-ap-
proved tax rate of $0.632097 
per $100.

Estimates show that the 8.18 
increase in property values 
throughout Manvel will result 
in an average 3.11 percent in-
crease tax increase for property 
owners throughout Manvel.

Overall, the city expects to 
generate an additional $393,265 
in revenue from the proposed 
tax rate. The rate was unani-
mously supported by the mem-
bers of Manvel's City Council. 

Manvel FFA readies for slimmed down County Fair


