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Early voting for the July 14 
primary runoff begins on June 
29. 

Brazoria County Democrats 
will head to the polls to decide 
three races. 

The marquee race for the 
Democrats this cycle is the  pri-
mary for the U.S. Senate.

M.J. Hegar — a former U.S. 
Army medivac pilot — and state 
Sen. Royce West (D-Dallas) are 
campaigning to see who will 
take on John Cornyn in the fall.  

West has served in the Texas 
Legislature for 27 years, his cur-

rent term is scheduled to expire 
in 2023. 

Hegar' grabbed headlines in 
2018 when she campaigned to 
represent U.S. House District 
31, which is north of Austin and 
includes Round Rock and Ft. 
Hood. 

Despite being a political neo-
phyte, Hegar came within 3 per-
centage points of unseating four-
time incumbent John Carter, a 
Republican from Round Rock. 

Along with the Senate pri-
mary, Democrats will also 
decide on their candidate for 
Railroad Commissioner —Ro-

berto "Beto" Alonzo and Chrys-
ta Castañeda are on the ballot. 

Additionally, Democrats will 
be casting ballots in the primary 
for Justice, 14th Court of Ap-
peals District, Place 7. 

Tamika "Tami" Craft and 
Cheri Thomas are campaign-
ing for a place on the appellate 
bench. 

For the Brazoria County Re-
publicans the biggest race of the 
year, so far, is the campaign to 
replace retiring U. S. Represen-
tative Pete Olson.

Since 2009, Olson has repre-
sented U.S. House District 22 

— which includes the Alvin-
Manvel area, as well as most of 
Fort Bend County and parts of 
Harris County. 

Republican mega-donor Kath-
leen Wall is facing off against 
Fort Bend County Sheriff Troy 
Nehls. 

In 2018, Wall spent $6.2 mil-
lion of her own money running 
for U.S. House District 2. 

Despite the heavy spending, 
Wall received 27.1 percent of 
the vote, barely losing a spot in 
the runoff to Dan Crenshaw — 
who ultimately went on to win 
the seat. 

Some Brazoria County Re-
publicans will also be casting 
ballots to pick a replacement 
for Texas Speaker of the House 
Dennis Bonnen (R-Angleton). 

Bonnen, who has represented 
Texas House District 25 since 
1997, was caught in an imbro-
glio over the summer of 2019, 
an affair that involved a secretly 
recorded meeting with a notori-
ous Republican operative and a 

quid pro quo for attacks on mod-
erate Republican legislators. 

Ro'Vin Garrett and Cody 
Thane Vasut are running to re-
place Bonnen. 

Brazoria County Republicans 
will also be selecting the party's 
candidate for Justice, 1st Court 
of Appeals District, Place 5. 

James Lombardino and Terry 
Adams are running for a spot on 
the appellate court. 

Because of the Fourth of July 
holiday, there are only 10 days 
of early voting for this election. 

Voters casting ballots in per-
son are also advised that the 
COVID-19 crisis may mean that 
lines to vote could be longer 
than usual.

Another factor that might con-
tribute to longer lines at the polls  
is the removal of straight ticket 
voting — a one-punch method 
that allowed voters to cast a bal-
lot for a party's entire slate of 
candidates. In 2018, 75 percent 
of voters in Texas' 25 largest 
counties voted straight ticket. 
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Brazoria County voters heading to the polls for July 14 primary runoff elections

By Rachel Moore
Special to the Advertiser

To help improve early ele-
mentary students' literacy skills, 
Alvin ISD has created a new 
six-week long summer reading 
program. 

Geared towards 2020-21 Kin-
dergarten, first and second regu-
lar and bilingual students, the 
new program is designed to off-
set the traditional 'summer slide.'

Because of the COVID-19 
crisis, the normal drop in read-
ing ability has been exaggerated. 

To help address the decrease 
in literacy, AISD educators 
and faculty members distrib-
uted backpacks with a variety 
of learning aids — including 
instructional books, books for 

reading, a notebook and writing 
prompts for journaling.

Over the summer, teachers 
will provide virtual guided read-
ing lessons using the instruction-
al books.

Over 1,000 students were rec-
ommended to the program by 
their principals based on their 
reading levels. 

Shandar Hobbs, AISD's direc-
tor of curriculum for English 
language arts for pre-Kinder-
garten through twelfth grade, 
described the district's goal with 
the reading program as part of a 
plan to create life-long learners. 

"We want to grow strong read-
ers by helping them fall in love 
reading,” Hobbs said. Endearing 
a lifelong love of reading starts 
with keeping students at grade-

level, Hobbs added.  
"We are working to eliminate 

summer reading loss for students 
who would benefit from extra 
opportunities to be engaged in 
fun, interactive literacy experi-
ences," Hobbs said.

"We want students to enjoy 
reading texts of their choice, 
participate in activities and get 
specific support from a teacher 
and get support from a teacher."  

The program will run until 
July 24.

A 2015 by the Northwest 
Evaluation Association, a not-
for-profit organization that cre-
ates academic assessments for 
students, found that third to fifth 
grade students lost about 20 per-
cent of their school-year gains in 
reading over the summer.

By John Tompkins 
Special to the Advertiser

Registration for Fall courses 
is now open for Alvin Commu-
nity College and starting July 1, 
students will be able to come to 
campus to visit with an advisor.

Advisors will be on campus 
starting that day by appoint-
ment. Registration will close on 
August 17. Registration with a 
late fee will be August 18-25. 

Fall classes will begin on Au-
gust 24. Students who cannot 
make it to campus during the 
week can receive services on 
Saturday, Aug. 8 for the Fall Su-
per Saturday Registration Blitz. 

Students will be able to take 
required testing, register for 

classes or apply for Financial 
Aid. Services will be available 
virtually though the event is still 
subject to change.

ACC staff have been undergo-
ing a phased re-opening of the 
campus since Spring. 

While some staff have re-
turned to campus, faculty will 
continue to work remotely until 
the Fall. Services are available 
virtually.

Admissions, Cyber Lab, Li-
brary and Tutoring services are 
currently available from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on campus Monday 
through Thursday.

Everyone who currently en-
ters campus must undergo a 
health screening upon their ar-
rival that includes a temperature 

check. All faculty members are 
scheduled to return to campus 
on August 17.

Procedures for the phased 
re-opening are always under re-
view and subject to change due 
to the nature of the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

Please visit the ACC website 
for up to date information www.
alvincollege.edu/announce-
ments/covid-19.

Safety measures have been put 
in places throughout campus to 
help maintain social distancing. 
Anyone on campus is required 
to wear a mask. Spacing restric-
tions have been implemented in 
campus restrooms.

New safety practices will also 
be utilized in the classroom as 

students will have to maintain a 
safe distance from each other in 
seating.

In effort to limit physical in-
teraction, staff members devel-
oped more online and hybrid 
classes that will be offered dur-
ing the Fall as well as limiting 
class sizes.

The strength of community 
colleges has long been that it is a 
quality education that is afford-
able and local. 

With many students electing 
not to go off to a university this 
Fall, ACC is an affordable al-
ternative for those who want to 
earn credit and move forward 
with their education while stay-
ing safe.

Most every student has been 

impacted economically from the 
pandemic. ACC received a total 
of $2.77 million in funding from 
the CARES Act.

Of that, $1.138 million will 
benefit students through cash 
grants and other support.  The 
college also received another 
$1.138 million in Institutional 
funds from the CARES Act.

To learn more about CARES 
Act, visit www.alvincollege.
edu/announcements/covid-19/
caresact.html. To apply for as-
sistance, visit alvincollege.
academicworks.com/opportuni-
ties/612.

For more information or to 
register visit www.alvincollege.
edu/registration or call 281-756-
3531.

Alvin Community College opens fall semester registration, offering students CARES grants 

Caption: Alvin ISD teachers hand out backpacks with supplies to students in the program.
(Courtesy photo)

Alvin ISD launches reading program to 
stop elementary students summer slide

Manvel issues 
new mask order

Abbott closes 
all bars in state

By Alex Wukman 
awukman@alvinsun.net

To combat the rising number 
of COVID-19 cases in Brazoria 
County, Manvel Mayor Debra 
Davison issued a new mask or-
der on June 26.

The order went into effect at 
12:01 a.m. on Monday, June 29. 

All people over 10-years-old 
who enter a commercial busi-
ness where social distancing of 
six-feet cannot be accomplished 
must wear a mask.

The masks can be homemade 
masks, scarfs, bandanas or hand-
kerchiefs. The mask order will 
remain in effect until 11:59 p.m. 
on Sunday, July 5. 

Manvel's deputy fire marshal 
delivered copies of the order to 
local businesses. City person-
nel also posted the order on the 
city's website. 

Manvel wasn't the only local 
city to issue a mask order. Lake 
Jackson, Clute and Pearland 
have all mandated that  busi-
nesses in their cities require 
employees and customers wear 
masks.

 Despite actions by multiple 
municipalities, Brazoria Coun-
ty Judge Matt Sebesta doesn’t 
intend to issue a countrywide 
mask requirement.

Sebesta did issue an advisory 
that "highly recommends" coun-
ty residents stay at home when 
possible, practice social distanc-
ing, wear a mask when in pub-
lic and use hand sanitizer when 
they can't wash their hands. 

The order asks that sick resi-
dents stay home. On Friday, June 
26, Brazoria County had 97 new 
cases — a single day record. 

As of Saturday, June 28,  Bra-
zoria County had a total of 1,617 
reported cases. 

On Friday, June 26, Gov. 
Greg Abbott issued a state order 
closing all bars, rafting and tub-
ing businesses. 

State law considers a bar to be 
a business that receive at least 
51 percent of its revenue from 
the sale of alcohol beverages.

The order went into effect at 
noon on Friday. Bars can remain 
open for take out and delivery.

Bars were able to reopen in 
mid-May at 50 percent capac-
ity and patrons observing social 
distancing guideline.

However since bars have re-
opened, the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission has sus-
pended the liquor licenses for at 
least 12 establishments. 

The suspensions were part of 
TABC's "Operation Safe Open" 
which launched undercover in-
vestigations into bars that failed 
to observe social distancing 
guidelines.

Bars across the state — in-
cluding establishments in Dal-
las, Austin and El Paso — have 
had their licenses suspended for 
30 days. 

Abbott's new order also re-
quires restaurants to limit all 
seating to 50 percent. Over the 
last few weeks restaurants had 
been able to increase seating ca-
pacity to 75 percent. 

The new order also bans all 
outdoor gatherings of more than 
100 people, previously gather-
ings of more than 500 people 
were banned. 

Officials have noted that CO-
VID-19 case numbers began to 
increase around Memorial Day 
weekend. 

State and local leaders have 
expressed concerned that the 
July 4 holiday could lead to an-
other spike in positive diagno-
ses. 


