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Lots of spark in this hobby
By DAVE PAXTON

Editor and Publisher

Eighty-five year old John Pasut
of Albia will tell you the internal
combustion engine needs three
things to run: spark, fuel, and com-
pression. The spark comes from
the spark plug, which ignites the
fuel in the cylinder, which creates
the compression to turn the crank
shaft.

And Pasut can tell you every-
thing there is to know about spark
plugs, since he has a enormous
collection of plugs dating back to
the late 1890s.

Spark plugs consist of a metal
threaded shell, a porcelain insula-
tor, and a central electrode, which
may contain a resistor. Pasut owns
about 1,000 unique examples of
different plugs (and many more
duplicates), used mostly in cars
and trucks, but others used for
anything that needs to explode a
piston into action.

Some historians say Edmond
Berger invented an early spark
plug in 1839. Except that Bergen
never patented his invention and
the general use for the spark plug
(the internal combustion engine)
didn’t come along until about
1858. But since then, millions of
spark plugs have been manufac-
tured by thousands of companies,
using hundreds of designs.

France dominated the early
manufacture of spark plugs, but in
1889, champion bicycle and
motorcycle racer, Albert Champion
(a Frenchman) immigrated to the
United States, landed in Flint,
Mich. and started Champion
Ignition Company to support his

motorcycle racing habit. In 1908
he started the AC Spark Plug
Company  with backing from
Buick Motor Co. AC presumably
stood for Albert Champion.

And the spark plug race was on.
Pasut’s collection includes

plugs dating back into the 1890s
and includes Champion, AC,
Delco, Reflex, World, Auburn,

Little Giant and dozens more. “I
think there were over 5,000 com-
panies who made spark plugs,” he
said.  

Knowing spark plugs is know-
ing automotive history and Pasut
knows his history. “The early cars
weren’t exactly built tight,” he
said. In the early Model Ts, you’d
use a quart of oil to drive 200
miles and need to change and
clean the plugs because they were
fouled,” said Pasut. “The old plugs
came apart so you could clean
them.”

Pasut is especially proud of the
plugs he owns from Iowa manu-
facturers, although he continues to
search for the ACME Telephone
Company of Albia, Iowa’s plug. “I
think the plug parts were manufac-
tured somewhere else and assem-
bled in a factory that eventually
housed the old fire station.

He does have plugs from
Council Bluffs, Cedar Falls and
Sioux City.

Spark plugs are utilitarian for
sure, but they are also part art.
Pasut has plugs with clear glass
where you could see the spark.
There are whistle plugs, solid
brass plugs, chrome plated plugs,
plugs with cooling ribs, plugs with
really pretty art work on them,
including the Jumbo Molite plug
with the elephant insignia.

One plug he owns looks like a
part of a flintlock rifle, using a
priming plug to ignite the spark.
He has double-ended plugs so that
early car owners wouldn’t have to
stop and clean their plugs, but sim-
ply turn them end for end. Early
race car drivers, said Pasut, would

brag about the speed they could
change their plugs during the
course of a race. 

The retired LPN from the VA in
Knoxville, who also farmed and
built houses during his career,
would like to make a stop at the
Albia Rodders Show before he
gets too old to haul around his
homebuilt display cases full of
plugs. He gained most of his col-
lection visiting flea markets and
car shows over the course of 45
years and he thinks they’d be pret-
ty interesting for car enthusiasts to
look at.

JOHN PASUT looks over a few of the thousands of spark

plugs in his collection.

Council okays electric 

fill-up spots on square
The Albia City Council on

Monday gave approval to dedi-
cated two parking spots for elec-
tric vehicle battery charging.
Chariton Valley Electric Coopera-
tive Manager Charles Van De Pol
was at the meeting to discuss the
proposal that had already passed
the Monroe County Board of
Supervisors.

Van De Pol said the charging
stations would not be a money-
maker for the electric coop, but it
could encourage downtown shop-
ping for people from out of town
stopping to make an hour or two
recharge. Van De Pol said there
are currently 41 hybrids and one
full EV car in Monroe County, so
most of  the usage would come
from out of town.

He added that EV owners typi-
cally use a map of places that
offer charging facilities. 

The charging station will like-
ly be on the south side of the
courtyard next to the handicap
parking spaces. Van De Pol sug-
gested a two-hour limit on park-
ing at the charging stations.

The council was  unanimous in
approving the spots.

The council also dealt with
one of its first issues with the
city’s new fencing ordinance.
Damon Couder, owner of a home
near J&K Tire and the Absolute
Cleaning building on North ??,
was seeking a variance to built a
chain link fence about six feet on
to city right of way. Damon had
already set some posts, not fully
aware of his lot line, which bor-
ders city right of way. A water
line runs through the middle of

the right of way in this largely
commercial area.

Damon wanted to put up the
fence for the safety of his child
and a pet.

Dennis Conley, who said he
had put a lot of work into the
new fencing ordinance, wanted to
make sure the variance met the
standards of the ordinance. Satis-
fied that it did, the council
approved the variance unani-
mously.

The council discussed and then
tabled a decision on assessing a
property at 121 North 9th Street
$4,800. A prospective buyer of
the property had approached the
council about paying the city
$1,000 to cover tear down costs
already incurred, but not assess-
ing the full $4,800 on future
taxes. The council wanted to
know what the potential buyers
had in mind for the odd-shaped
lot and also the risks involved in
not assessing the property taxes.
They authorized City Attorney
Bob Breckenridge to negotiate
with the potential buyers.

Councilman Dennis Conley
initiated a discussion on the pos-
sibility of UTV use on city
streets. UTVs (unlike ATVs) are
equipped with a roll cage, brake
lights and seat belts and could
exceed city street speed limits.
Conley had been asked by sever-
al residents about using UTVs,
that would actually be safer and
more visible than golf carts, that
under city ordinances, can use the
streets.

Currently farmers can drive
their UTVs into town to fill up

with fuel. A UTV is not licensed
by the state, which makes
enforcement and identification of
the vehicle difficult in the event
of a traffic violation. Police Chief
Jay Andrews said that it is also
difficult to differentiate a farm
vehicle usage from leisure usage.

Councilman Merle Regenold,
who was somewhat skeptical of
opening up city streets to UTVs,
admitted that the city already
allows UTVs with snow blades to
operate on city streets in the win-
ter. He also had some questions
about the definition of a UTV as
opposed to an ATV (4-wheelers
and 3-wheelers). Councilwoman
Cathy Mobley shared some con-
cerns about the speed of UTVs
and also underage drivers using
them.

City Attorney Breckenridge
said he would start to research
other city ordinances (Knoxville
and Ottumwa both allow UTVs)
and would report back to the
council.

The council alpproved the
replacement of the street depart-
ment’s golf cart that is used for
street striping. The cart is an E-Z
Go purchased used from Joe Pis-
tek for $2,200.

The council also alpproved
beer and liquor permits for Brick
Street Johnson Style and the
Highway Restaurant.

The council briefly discussed
the need to redesign and update
its website. City Clerk Heller was
going to contact Bethany Caskey
as well as the Chariton Valley
Planning and Development for
ideas.

EIGHTH GRADER Jax Mosley, grandson of Mark

Mosley and great-grandson of George Mosley, of Albia has

to share a fishing spot on George Mosley’s farm with an

Angus bull. The bull seemed completely at ease with young

Jax’s casting.

BEAUTIFUL and func-

tional, a clear glass plug.

Memorial Day
activities set
in Monroe Co.

American Legion Posts in
Albia and Lovilia have set their
Memorial Day observances.

Memorial Day is Monday, May
27.

In Albia, starting at 10 a.m.
the American Legion Honor
Guard will visit Oakwood Nurs-
ing and Rehab facility, then go to
Monroe Care Center and finally
Homestead Assisted Living to
perform the 21 Gun Salute with
Taps.

At 11 a.m. the Howard Cessna
American Legion Post will host a
program at the Welcome Home
Soldier Monument (weather per-
mitting).

Command Sgt. Major Ned H.
Fry will be the guest speaker. Fry
is retired with 32 years service in
the Iowa Army National Guard,
224th Engineer Battalion.

In the event of rain, the pro-
gram will be moved to the Albia
American Legion Hall.

Lovilia

The Lovilia American Legion
will have a Memorial Day service
at St. Peter’s Cemetery, 10 a.m.
and at Woodlawn Cemetery at
10:30 a.m.

If you are looking for some-
thing to do on Memorial Day
Weekend, stop out to the Monroe
County fairgrounds and watch the
swine show.  

The Albia FFA Chapter is
hosting a sanctioned junior swine
show through the Iowa Swine
Jackpot Series on Sunday, May
26. The show will start at noon
with Showmanship classes fol-
lowed by the Breeding Gilt divi-
sion and then the Market Hog
division. 

Showmanship classes will be
for PeeWee, Novice, Junior,
Intermediate, and Senior age
groups.  In the breeding gilt and
market hog divisions there will
be registered classes for
Berkshire, Chester White, Duroc,
Hampshire, Hereford, Landrace,
Poland China, Spotted, and
Yorkshire as well as Dark Cross
and All Other Cross. 
SWINE SHOW

Continued to Page 3

FFA swine show 
set for May 26

New contract
approved for
zoning work

The Monroe County Board of
Supervisors approved a new con-
tact with Chariton Valley Plan-
ning and Development for plan-
ning and zoning services.

The cost of the contract for the
2019-2020 fiscal year is $30,000.

Supervisors also a request
from Southeast Iowa Response
Group (which provides Haz-Mat
services to the county) for an
additional $3,900 to upgrade its
Operations and Decontamination
Response Vehicles.

The group serves counties
throughout south central and
southeast Iowa and is based in
Ottumwa. The $3,900 is Monroe
County’s share of a $70,000 pur-
chase to buy a vehicle with 4,000
miles, replacing two vehicles
with over 100,000 miles each.


