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Marker 60. It is a significant
place in Arlington Cemetery in
Washington, D.C. For 60 to 60
founder Keith Jolly it is where a
close friend, a combat veteran of
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Op-
eration Enduring Freedom, is laid
to rest. It is where many of the
warriors of the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan are buried.

The 60 to 60 event was created
by Jolly to remember the men and
women who lost life and limb in
America’s longest wars. Using
“ruck” sacks (the military version
of a backpack) men and women,
mostly veterans (60 of them) start

60 miles from Arlington and walk
to Marker 60 in three days, ending
the walk on Memorial Day.

And it is where Albia’s Jason
Summers found himself over Me-
morial Day weekend, by invitation
from CJ3 Foundation founder Eric
Thomas, to participate in the walk.
Summers, a shade over 50, is used
to running anywhere from 30 to 40
miles a week. He wasn’t exactly
sure what walking 60 miles in two
long days and a short day, carrying
40 pounds of food and gear in a
ruck sack would look like.

“You had to wear khaki pants,
no shorts, with hiking boots and
the mission shirt,” said Summers.

“The 5-11 Tactical Store became
my best friend.”

With a list provided by 60 to 60,
Summers bought his ruck sack,
low cut boots and khakis, but he
didn’t particularly enter into ag-
gressive training. “The first time I
put the ruck sack on fully loaded
was when I was waiting to start in
Percivil, Va.,” he said. He was ex-
pecting temperatures in the 70s.
The weekend turned cool and rainy
with highs in the 40s.

He also expected to walk in his
12-man platoon with Thomas, a
veteran both of the wars in Iraq 
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A year ago Army veteran and
Homeland Security employee, Eric
Thomas, reached out to his parents,
Dave and Dr. Rebecca Thomas
about a military friend in a life
struggle with PTSD (Post Trau-
matic Stress Syndrome). 

A wounded combat veteran
whose struggle with PTSD was
eased by receiving a service dog,
he shared with them a vision of
creating a foundation to provide
mental health treatment, a service
dog and political advocacy for vet-
erans. Out of those conversations,
the CJ3 foundation was formed
and to date four veterans have
service dogs and six have received
mental health assistance (from psy-
chologist Dr. Thomas).

Friday afternoon on the front
porch of the Kendall Place,
Thomas and his foundation re-
ceived a check for $25,000 from
Chariton Valley Electric Coopera-
tive, it electrical supplier Northeast
Power and financial cooperative
Cobank to continue the restoration
of the historic home.

As veteran needs grew and were
identified, it became clear that
housing veterans for a weekend of

mental health treatment was be-
coming more difficult. Dr. Thomas
talked to a guy, who knew a guy,
who happened to have a house

across the alley from the Westover
Center, the Thomas home and
mental health clinic.

“The last thing I needed was an-

other house,” said Dr. Thomas at a
gathering in the front lawn of the 
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Aspire students pass
STEM Innovator exam
with flying colors

All Aspire students successfully passed the STEM Innovator exam
from the Jacobsen Institute at the University of Iowa. To receive the three
credits for STEM Innovator, students needed to successfully complete the
STEM Innovator exam (27 multiple choice questions, 4 true/false, 5 short
answer, and an essay) in one hour.  

Students also were required to fulfill multiple assessments in their port-
folio for their team problem/project. This included a STEM Innovator
canvas diving into a Problem, Value Proposition, Customer Discovery,
Customer Segments, Key Partners, and  Key Resources. Teams presented
their team pitches quarterly to community members to share updates and
progress on their problem. 

Leslie Flynn, PhD, Clinical Assistant Professor of STEM Innovation
and Entrepreneurship, shared in her email to Ambrose and Pence,
“Wow! Every one of your students passed – incredible! This is a first in
STEM innovator history.”  

Two students, Tanae Thiravong and Zach Lawrence achieved STEM
Innovator Scholar status by scoring in the top 25 percent of their
school. One student, Ella Zaputil, achieved National STEM Innovator
Scholar status by scoring in the top 10 percent of the nation. 

Aspire Students included from left, back, Zach Lawrence, Jasmine Hughes, Brooke Smith, Tanae
Thiravong, and Emilee Smith; front, Emma Bennett, Dariana Silva, Ella Zaputil, and Garret
Major. Mentors were Susan Ambrose and Salli Pence.

CVEC and partners deliver $25,000 
for CJ3 Kendall Place renovation

Pictured from left, Eric Thomas, Leilani Todd, CVEC General Manager, Allie Bennett, North-

east Power Cooperative, Abe Gray, Northeast Power, Tod Faris, CVEC. Front, Dave Thomas.

Summers hikes 60 miles as part of ‘A Ruck to Remember’

Jason summers

City approves 
no parking zone, 
over width vehicle 
parking change

By KRystal FowleR

Reporter

The Albia City Council met for
their regular meeting Monday, June 6
with all members present. The coun-
cil, mayor and city attorney and clerk
also sat at the same table for the first
time in months as they ended social
distancing during meetings for them-
selves.

The council held a public hearing
at the request of Ron Williams re-
garding non-running vehicles on his
property. Williams said he was un-
aware of the city ordinance that stated
that all vehicles in Albia must be cur-
rently licensed and running or have to
be stored inside a building.

Williams asked for more time to
take care of the vehicles on his prop-
erty and City Attorney Bob Brecken-
ridge said he could have another 30
days for a total of 45 days to take care
of the situation.

The council then considered a re-
quest from CD Accounting Services,
located at 103 Benton Ave. E. to
make the parking spot on Benton
Ave. E. at the intersection of Benton
Ave. E. and S. Main St. a handi-
capped parking spot.

The owner said that since the curb
is unusually high she has had several
elderly and disabled clients fall or be-
come injured trying to step up onto
the curb and the only other handi-
capped parking space is on the high-
way, where it is difficult to get out of
your vehicle because of fast traffic.
The council voted to approve the re-
quest.

The council looked at bids to place
a cable guardrail system along the
sewer access road that will be used by
heavy equipment and trucks during
an upcoming project. The city re-
ceived one bid from Kaster Fabrica-
tion, LLC of Albia for $11,644.80.
The fence will be approximately 650
feet long and will have one cable sup-
ported by steel beams placed 48
inches into the ground without con-
crete so they can potentially be re-
moved later. The council approved 
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Supervisors 
firearms hearing 
set for June 11

The Monroe County Supervisors
will see their suit regarding block-
ing firearms from being brought
into the Monroe County Court-
house in court on Friday, June 11 at
9:30 a.m. The hearing is open to
the public and will be held at the
Monroe County Courthouse.

The case is looking at whether
the supervisors should follow the
direction of the Iowa Supreme
Court or the Iowa legislature in the
question of whether firearms are al-
lowed in buildings that also house
court offices. There are court of-
fices on all three floors of the Mon-
roe County Courthouse.

Gunfire erupts
outside BP store
over apparent
broken window

By Krystal Fowler

Reporter

Albia Police Chief Brad Evinger
reported that a shooting had taken
place across the street from the
Albia BP at 107 N. Main St.

Evinger said there were seven
shots fired towards the direction of
BP last Friday around 12:16 a.m.

Evinger stated that all seven of
the shots had struck a Ford F-150
and that authorities had arrested a
suspect approximately two hours
after the shooting occurred and the
suspect is currently in jail on a
$100,0000 cash only bond.

The suspect arrested on suspi-
cion of the shooting is Colton
Daniel Butz, 24, of Albia.

Evinger said the situation began
with a verbal altercation with two
males near the gas pumps at BP and
that one of the men had broken a
window of the victim’s F-150 with
an unknown object before fleeing.

Several shots were then fired at
the truck from across the street and
several witnesses said they ob-
served a male run into a nearby
apartment. Officers located several
9 mm casings across the street near
the entrance of the apartment.

Officers were able to obtain sur-
veillance footage from BP and a
clerk identified the suspect as Butz.
Officers were also able to obtain in-
formation about Butz’s location and
contacted the Appanoose County
Sheriff’s Department.

Butz was located south of
Moravia by the Appanoose County
Sheriff’s Department and was taken
into custody along with a 9 mm
handgun. Butz was later transported
to the Monroe County Jail where he
remains.

Butz has been charged with at-
tempted murder, a class B felony,
going armed with intent, a class D
felony, criminal mischief second de-
gree, a class D felony, reckless use
of a firearm, an aggravated misde-
meanor and theft fifth degree, a
simple misdemeanor. Butz is pre-
sumed innocent until proven guilty
in a court of law.


