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Restoration
Days meeting
time changed
to noon

Friday’s (Jan. 17) Restoration
Days Committee meeting will be
held at 12 noon at InspireU. The
meeting was previously set for 1
p.m. Anyone interested in becom-
ing involved with the planning for
the 2020 Restoration Days cele-
bration is welcome to attend.

Music Moves
Choir starts
new session

Music Moves Choir under the
direction of Morgan Henderson
starts up again Thursday, Feb. 6
from 7:15-8 p.m. at Trinity United
Methodist Church.

The choir is for individuals 16
years of age and older with vary-
ing disabilities.

Songs are taught in a “repeat
after me” format, so reading is not
a requirement.

Nonverbal members of the
choir have opportunities to play
instruments and socialize with
peers.

Rehearsals run through May 14
and end with two public concerts
on May 21 and May 28. The
theme for this session is “Living
in America.”

There is no cost to become a
member of the choir.

Steyer to
speak 
at annual 
Democrat
spaghetti

supper
The Monroe County Democ-

rats will hold their annual
Spaghetti Supper on Sunday, Jan.
19. Guest speakers will include
presidential candidate Tom Steyer,
U.S. Senate candidates Theresa
Greenfield, Eddie Mauro and
Kimberly Graham, and Iowa Sen-
ate candidate Lance Roorda. 

The event is at the First Christ-
ian Church at 5 pm. 

Republicans outnumber Democrats
in Iowa voter registration, but 
Independents have highest numbers

School calendar
approved 
for 2020-21

The Albia Community School
Board approved the school calen-
dar for the 2020-2021 school year
with an Aug. 25, 2020 start of
school and an ending for students
on May 26, 2021.

The Thanksgiving holiday will
be from Wednesday, Nov. 25
through Friday, Nov. 27. Christ-
mas break begins on Wednesday,
Dec. 22 with early dismissal and
ends on Friday, Jan. 1 with classes
resuming Monday, Jan. 4.

There will be a teacher profes-
sional development day on Thurs-
day, April 1 with spring break on
Friday, April  2 and Monday,
April 5.

Seniors last day is May 20 with
graduation on May 22. 

A narrow room situated between the ag education room and

career academy engine area used for storage has been remodeled

for the new career academy welding area. Tony Gibson is the new

instructor for the welding program and has been building the

facility with help from the school’s maintenance staff. The area

will allow eight student welders at a time work at learning three

styles of welding (MIG—Gas Metal Arc welding; TIG—Gas

Tungsten Arc Welding and Stick—Shielded Metal Arc Welding)

on a single machine. Each welding bay is also set up with 110

electrical to work grinders and other tools. The new three-section

class began Tuesday. Students will actually be assembling the

final parts of the eight welding bays while starting their book

work. Gibson is a veteran fabricator with a long career in the mil-

itary and in private industry. Pictured are the eight bays with one

of the new welding machines.

As the 2020 caucus approaches, the Iowa Secretary
of State released numbers of registered voters. Repub-
licans outnumber Democrats 640,180 to 613,899
across the state with northwest Iowa and Congression-
al District 4 the largest area of registered Republicans.

Democrats hold the majority in Districts 1, 2 and 3.

However, registered voters in Iowa with no party
affiliation have the largest block of voters with
743,855. In the Second District that includes Monroe
County and south central Iowa, there are 164,347
Democrats, 142,622 Republicans and 189,710 regis-
tered voters with no party (independent) affiliation.

Ratliff joins trio of instruction
coaches, Huber named head
ACHS football coach

The Albia Community School Board on Monday
approved it instructional coaches for next year. Todd
Ratliff, currently a sixth grade math and science
teacher, will join the trio of instructional coaches in
the district.

He replaces Joe Judge. Also receiving contracts
were Jessica Hemann and Amber Reed. They have
served as instruction coaches since the program
began.

The resignation of para-educator Taylor Schertz
was accepted. A number of employees have complet-
ed their 90-day probationary period and received per-
manent contracts including: Julie Etcher, Terry East-
lick, kitchen assistants; Deven DeTar, Kacie Schatner,
Glenda Archer, Alyssa Harris, Beth Brown, Katie
Lang and Jayden Barlow, special education aides.

Superintendent Kevin Crall also announced to the
board that Justin Huber will become the head coach
of Albia football following the resignation of Scott
Farrington as co-head coach. Huber, a Central College
graduate, was an all-district running back and line-
backer for Albia, graduating in 2007. He played for
Central until a severe knee injury ended his playing
career. He returned to Albia to teach and coach, serv-
ing under Coach Jerry Staton in the junior high pro-
gram before moving up to the high school level as an
assistant. When Staton retired, he joined Farrington, a
long-time assistant with Coaches Gary Gravert and
Staton as co-head coach and served in that capacity
for three years.

Food service proposal

With the Albia Community School District running
up deficits in its school hot lunch and food service
program, the board is considering the option of con-
tracting with a private food service company to pro-
vide its breakfast and lunch program.

Bruce Chrz, Business Development Associate for
OPAA Food Service Management, and an associate,
Joyce Fisher, discussed with the board what his firm
could do for the district. 

Chrz is a retired superintendent from Oklahoma
and Fisher a former public school food service man-
ager. OPAA is a private company based in Missouri
serving mostly school districts with 500 or more stu-
dents (Albia has about 1,100 students). It serves 131
districs in Missouri, 49 in Oklahoma, 56 in Kansas,
20 in Arkansas, 7 in Nebraska, 15 in Illinois and now
three in Iowa, including Sigourney school district.

The company extolls its homestyle cooking and
baking. 

Chrz said the company would bring purchasing
power, quality and choice of meals and a diverse
menu to the district. It offers  broad breakfast and
lunch menus, an online meal ordering system used by
parents, fresh fruit and vegetable bars and the ability
to give students healthy options of what they like to
eat. It also works with local food vendors (farmer’s
markets, the Beef Industry Council, local FFA groups,
etc.) to provide high quality, fresh foods.

Albia loses about $80,000 a year in its food servive
and Chrz, while not able to provide exact numbers to
the school board, said he felt confident their program
could greatly curtail those losses by better food pur-
chasing and more efficiencies in providing meals.

Under the OPAA system, the local district would
continue to set meal prices, control policies and rev-
enue streams and hire staff (if they so choose). Super-
intendent Kevin Crall said in his conversations with
OPAA and other potential vendors, he felt the district
would maintain its employees.

Crall also told the board he has been in contact
with another private food service vendor, Lunchtime
Solutions, that former ACHS Principal Al Leber,
works for.

Albia part of pilot project

High school principal Richard Montgomery was
the guest principal at Monday’s meeting and told the
board that ACHS was part of a pilot project with the
Iowa Department of Education using a software pro-
gram called “Panorama,” which pulls school data
(including behavior, attendance, test scores, etc.) and
daily presents it to administration and teaching staff.

Albia is the first of nine selected Iowa schools to
fully commit to the pilot project. Montgomery said
the high school already collects the data but pulling it
together to make it useful on a daily basis has been
out of the school’s grasp.

Montgomery also announced that the high school’s
new welding program, taught by Tony Gibson in the
Career Academy, was starting on Tuesday.

The school board acted on several items related to
future building projects. It approved a number of
items related to the financing of the work on the fine
arts and HVAC projects approved at the December
meeting. It also approved a contract with RDG Archi-
tects for the design of the fine arts renovation and
HVAC at the junior/senior high school.

The school board approved the process to begin
the bidding for the 7-12 B Gym and cafeteria roof
projects that will take place this summer.

Republicans prepare
for Feb. 3 caucuses

Monroe County Republican Chair, Matt Walden would like to
encourage all Monroe County Republicans to attend the Monroe County
Republican Caucus which will be held on Monday, Feb. 3, 7 p.m. at
Grant School.

At the caucus there will be an election of precinct committee mem-
bers to the County Central Committee and an election of delegates and
alternates to the County Convention.

In addition to these two legal functions of the precinct caucuses, the
Presidential Poll will be taken. Furthermore, some counties require each
precinct to elect an individual to the Rules, Platform, Credentialing, and
Permanent Organization committees for the County Convention. Caucus
participants will also have the opportunity to submit and debate caucus
planks that will be forwarded to the County Platform Committee.

Walden encourages any high school students who would like to
become more involved in government to come out and see the process
in action. They are also eligible to submit their names to attend the
county convention, the district convention and the state convention as a
Junior delegate.

The county convention will be held on Saturday, March 14, at the
Monroe County Courthouse. The district convention will be held on
April 25 and the state convention will be held on June 13.

Iowa was cold 
and wet in 2019

In a word – 2019 was wet. From January to December 2019 the
state of Iowa received 41.5 inches of rain, more than 6 inches above
normal, making 2019 the 12th wettest year on record. The two years
from January 2018 to December 2019 was the wettest two-year period
on record. This wetness shows itself in streamflow and groundwater
trends, as well as in the US Drought Monitor. Average temperatures in
Iowa for 2019 were 1.2°F cooler than normal, making the past year the
29th coldest on record. 

PRECIPITATION FOR 2019 

Based on 147 years of statewide observations, Iowa experienced its
12th wettest year on record in 2019 with a preliminary statewide
IOWA WAS COLD
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