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4-H Find-Out
Night to be
held Oct. 12

Iowa State University Exten-
sion and Outreach in Monroe
County will hold a 4-H Find-Out
Day on Saturday, Oct. 12 at the
Hy-Vee parking lot. This will be
an open house from 2- 4 p.m.
and includes a small petting zoo.
The event is open to all youth in
kindergarten and older along
with their families. 

4-H is a nationwide youth
organization for grades kinder-
garten through 12th.  There’s
something for everyone, offering
a variety of topic areas ranging
from science, technology, art,
photography, woodworking,
mechanics, livestock, horticul-
ture, fashion, food and nutrition,
home improvement and so much
more.  4-H provides youth
opportunities to build their lead-
ership, citizenship and communi-
cation skills while working in
partnership with caring adults.
This open house will preview 4-
H opportunities, showcase pro-
ject areas, help with club selec-
tion and how to enroll and pro-
vide fun hands on learning. 

For more information on this
event or 4-H please contact
Autumn Denato at the Monroe
County Extension Office, at 641-
932-5612 or denato@iastate.edu.  

The Albia Community High School Marching Band won three of the big prizes at the Ottumwa Oktoberfest

marching competition last weekend. The band brought home first place in Class 3A, was second place overall

and finished third in drumline competition. Showing off the three trophies are band members from left, Tuck-

er Wear, Nick Perry, Samantha DeNeyer, Paige Kidney, Alexis Gutcher and Ethan Drake. The band will com-

pete in the Iowa High School Music Association State Field Championships in Pella on Oct. 19 and will con-

clude its season with the annual Light Show at Albia’s last home football game on Oct. 25. The band is direct-

ed by David Perry.

Since 1924, Kness Manufacturing
has specialized in manufacturing high-
quality pest defense products. The
Iowa-based industry leader recently
expanded their leadership team by hir-
ing Dan Crew as the company’s Gen-
eral Manager. In his new position,
Crew will oversee the daily operations
of Kness. He will be involved in vari-
ous aspects of the business such as
creating and implementing strategies
designed to grow the company, man-
age the development of key perfor-
mance goals, and other important
functions that ensure the delivery of
quality Kness products to customers. 

Crew brings a wealth of industry
experience to refining manufacturing
processes. Before being brought onto
the Kness team, Crew was at his pre-
vious employer for 31 years. There he
had been involved in near every
aspect of manufacturing, starting as a
production worker and moving his
way up from acting foreman, produc-
tion scheduler, data control specialist,
senior site purchasing agent and final-

ly as a process control technician.
His knowledge and experience of

manufacturing extend beyond that
related to everyday work. Crew is
involved with Six Sigma, a set of
management techniques aimed at
improving business processes. He is a

certified Lean Six Sigma Green Belt
professional and is well versed in the
methodology. By utilizing his experi-
ence and Six Sigma tools, Crew looks
forward to helping strengthen the
foundation that Kness has established
for its products and services. 

“I want to build upon the legacy
that already exists here at Kness and
continue the family core values of
compassion, motivation, and respect,”
said Dan Crew, General Manager of
Kness Manufacturing. “From day one,
everyone at Kness has gone out of
their way to make me feel like an inte-
gral part of the team. It gives me a
sense of pride to be able to say that I
work for Kness.” 

Crew’s hiring comes at a time
where Kness is expanding its product
offerings. The company recently
released its new KritterSense Remote
Monitoring System. This product
allows customers to remotely monitor
their pest traps, saving time and
increasing efficiency. 

Miller-Meeks
runs for Congress
2nd District

State Sen. Mariannette Miller-
Meeks, an Ottumwa eye surgeon,
24-year veteran of the U.S. Army
and Army Reserves and mother
of two,  has announced her candi-
dacy as a Republican for the 2nd
Congressional District earlier this
week. Miller-Meeks is a retired
lieutenant colonel in the U.S.
Army Reserve. An ophthalmolo-
gist and former president of the
Iowa Medical Society, she went
into private practice in Ottumwa
in 1997 and currently practices in
Burlington.

Miller-Meeks has run three
other times against retiring Con-
gressman Dave Loebsack. She is
currently in her first term as an
Iowa state senator.

In 2010, then-Gov. Terry
Branstad appointed Miller-Meeks
as the director of the Iowa
Department of Public Health
where she served in that role for
three years. She is serving her
first term in the Iowa Senate, rep-
resenting District 41 that includes
parts of Wapello and Jefferson
counties and all of Davis and Van
Buren counties. She and her hus-
band, Curt, live in Ottumwa.
They have two grown children,
Jonathon and Taylor.

Peoples State Bank
plans for 11th
Paws and Claws

Peoples State Bank is sponsoring its 11th annual Paws
and Claws Fund Day Saturday, Oct. 26 on the courthouse
lawn. All proceeds from the event will be donated to the
Albia Police Deparetment K-9 Unit and to the Albia Ani-
mal Clinic.

With help from Paws & Claws, K-9 Officer Alf has
completed multiple trainings with Assistant Police Chief
Brad Evinger. Alf has helped locate narcotics related to
several criminal cases and has also performed human
scent tracking. He is able to help locate lost children,
senior adults and fleeing criminals if needed.

The Albia Animal Clinic works with the City of Albia
and the Albia PD to help relocate stray cats and dogs in
the community. While the clinic is not an animal shelter,
the staff goes above and beyond to care for these stray
animals. Each dog and cat is spayed or neutered and
given two core vaccinations before being put up for
adoption.

The clinic does its best to make sure these animals go
to a good home and have had many success stories with
their adoptions.

In addition to the Paws & Claws Fun Day, PSB will
also be collecting items from the Albia Animal Clinic’s
“Wish List,” which includes:

• Medium litter pans
• 13-gallon trash bags.
• Bleach.
• Paper towels.
• Dawn dish soap.
• Hand soap.
• Tide laundry soap.
• Sponges.
• Tissues.
• Small/medium stainless steel bowls.
• Zip lock baggies.
These items may be dropped off at Peoples State Bank

102 South Main or brought to the Paws & Claws Fun
Day on Oct. 26.

For more information call 931-7887.

New Kness General Manager brings

31 years of industry experience

Dan Crew

A young Oregon pilot flying a plane
back to Oregon, that he and his father
had purchased from Wisconsin, was
forced to fly around Iowa storm
clouds, ran into low fuel issues and
engine problems and made an emer-
gency landing in Albia Saturday after-
noon…on the Airport Road not the air-
port runway!

With dense cloud cover and an
engine sputtering on and off, the pilot
flew just over the top of a power line
and under another, clipping the mail
box of Wade and Lisa Bassett’s home
on the west side of the road, coming to
rest near the Jim and Eta Chapman
home on the east side of the road.

There was more to the engine prob-

lem than just low fuel as the pilot
would later find out. The Bassetts, a
driver heading north into town, other
neighbors and the Albia Police Depart-
ment aided the pilot in driving the
plane a few hundred yards to the
entrance of the Albia Airport, taking
down part of a fence to get the plane
to a runway, retrieving 15 gallons of
aviation fuel from the Ottumwa Air-
port and then getting him to the Indian
Hills Inn for the night.

On Sunday, he made some test runs
before taking off to the Chariton Air-
port and indicators showed a lack of
fuel pressure that might have been
causing the plane’s engine to sputter
out. Chapman, who is a pilot himself,

suggested that if the pilot was deter-
mined to get the plane back in the air,
to fly to Knoxville instead of Chariton
where they had fuel and a certified air-
plane mechanic. 

He promised to communicate back
to his new found Albia friends about
his safe arrival. Chapman’s advice was
good. The airplane mechanic was able
to uncover a dirt-clogged filter that
was preventing a free flow of fuel to
the engine. A quick repair and the pilot
was westbound, stopping off in
Nebraska for another night before
heading to Oregon, where he landed
safely.

It’s called the ‘Airport Road’ 

not the Airport Runway!
Young pilot safely lands plane on the highway

School board meets Monday
The Board of Education of the Albia Community

School District will meet in regular session Monday, Oct.
14 at 6 p.m. at the Central Administration Office, 701
Washington Avenue East, Albia. The following agenda
items will be discussed. The Board of Education may, by
Board vote, take action on any or all items.

Main agenda items include:
• Guest Administrator
• Principals’ Board Reports
• SEL Presentation
• Certified Enrollment Preliminary Account
• SAVE RPS Flyer
ACTION ITEMS 
• Personnel including resignations, contracts and vol-

unteers.
• Renter Agreement for Jurgenson Property
• Board Policies
DISCUSSION ITEMS
• Board Member Bill Review Rotation
ª• Board Policies
UPCOMING EVENTS
• Parent/Teacher Conferences – Oct. 28 and 30.
• No School- Nov. 1,.
• IASB Convention – Nov. 20-21.

A close-up look at the new Civil War Bugler

statute at Welcome Home Soldier.

Absentee ballots
available for
city/school election

Absentee ballots are now avail-
able for eligible residents interest-
ed in voting in the City/School
Election to be held Tuesday, Nov.
5, 2019.

Absentee request forms are
available in the Auditor’s Office
or on the County’s website,
www.monroecoia.us, and may be
used to request an absentee ballot 
ABSENTEE BALLOT
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