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2021 Year in Review May-Aug.
From May through August there

were some important stories. Prob-
ably the most shocking story came
from the Monroe County Extension
Service in June when the State Au-
ditor announced the alleged embez-
zlement of $81,000. Administrative
Assistant Madison Kahoe was ac-
cused of felony theft and was later
convicted.

Another shocking story was gun
fire from Main Street toward a
pick-up parked at the BP station.
Police made an arrest in the inci-
dent.

Perhaps the biggest stories had
to do with the reopening of commu-
nity celebrations following the
COVID-19 lockdown of the year
before. The county fair, Restoration
Days and the Rodders Car Show all
came off with few restrictions.

A June deluge of rain helped
create a bumper crop for farmers,
but flooding took its toll on numer-
ous homes in Albia as well as the
children’s library at the Carnegie-
Evans Public Library. The Albia
City Council dealt with complaints
for most of the rest of the summer.

May

A volunteer’s volunteer, Ruth
Belzer, is leaving Albia, moving
back to Lawrence, Kan., to help
care for her youngest sister who is
undergoing kidney dialysis. It is the
second time Belzer moved to the J-

Hawk state. She and her late hus-
band, Harold, moved to Lawrence
to be closer to Harold’s son and two
grandchildren.

Albia senior Brock Ratliff, son
of Todd and Kim Ratliff, repre-
sented Albia Community High
School in the 2021 Governor’s
Scholar Program.

Monroe County 4-H’er Jayce
Reed from the Troy Good 4-Hers,
Food Club and Senior Youth Coun-
cil, has been selected to be on the
Iowa State Youth Council once
again this year. Reed served on the
state youth council this past year
She was also selected to represent
Iowa on the 4-H Congress trip in

November.
Albia City Council will still be

gathering more information about
instituting a mandatory garbage
pick up in the city after gathering
information during their May 3
meeting. The council heard from
representatives of Carter-Miller
Services, Tim’s Trash and Midwest
Sanitation about how many cus-
tomers they have currently in the
city, their current rates and if they
could pick up garbage for the entire
city and if they can provide recy-
cling pick up.

For the second consecutive year
in a row, Monroe County Hospital
& Clinics (MCHC) in Albia was
named one of the top 20 critical ac-
cess hospitals (CAHs) for best
practices in patient satisfaction in
the United States. MCHC was one
of only three hospitals honored in
Iowa.

Albia native, Emily Conley
Baker, daughter of the late Dennis
Conley Sr. and Anna Conley, re-
ceived the prestigious Nurse of the
Year Award at Cohen’s Children’s
Hospital in Long Island, N.Y., re-
cently. Baker is a 2007 graduate of
Albia Community High School,
earning her Associate Degree in
Nursing from DMACC in 2012 and
her Bachelor’s in Nursing from
Chamberlain University in 2014. 

Graduation will take place out-

side at the football field on May 22,
weather permitting, with students
and spectators allowed to go mask-
less according to the Albia Commu-
nity School Board.

The Chariton Valley Electric
Operation Round Up® Foundation
Board announced recently the re-
cipient of Operation Round Up®’s
2021 first quarter funds. A $6,000
gift will go to the Albia American
Legion Post 136.

The Albia Police Department is
investigating an armed robbery of
the Albia BP and asking for the
public’s help in finding the suspect.

The Albia Community School
Board voted unanimoulsy at a spe-
cial 20-minute board meeting Mon-
day to make the wearing of masks
optional at school.

The legacy of Rino and Ruth
Della Vedova continued with the
graduation of the Albia Class of
2021. With 15 more Della Vedova
Scholarships awarded Friday, the
total amount of scholarships for en-
gineering, architecture and closely
related fields grew to over $1.7 mil-
lion since the trust was set up in
1990.

The top seven percent of the
ACHS Class of 2021 included
Logan DeBrouse, Travis Sheffield,
Brock Raliff, Allison Major, Marin 
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Top 7 percent of ACHS Class
The ACHS Class of 2021 enjoyed a mask-free celebration after a

year of COVID-19 lockdown. The 2021 “Seven Percent” Club in-

cluded Logan DeBrouse, Travis Sheffield, Brock Raltiff and Allison

Major. Marin Throckmorton and MacKenna Jones were not in the

photo.

Land prices spike in Iowa
Farmland at historic
High, but still lower 
than 2012-13 when 
adjusted for Inflation

AMES – After several years of
modest gains and losses, the aver-
age value of an acre of Iowa farm-
land skyrocketed 29% in 2021. The
nominal value of an acre of farm-
land is now higher than at any point
since Iowa State University and
Iowa State University Extension
and Outreach began surveying val-
ues in 1941, and is 12% higher than
the previous peak in 2013; although
the current value in inflation-ad-
justed terms is still lower than that
for 2012 and 2013.

The last time farmland values in-
creased more than 25% was in
2011, when values rose 32.5%.
“Surging ethanol demand and high
commodity prices were two of the
significant factors driving the in-
crease in 2011,” said Wendong
Zhang, an associate professor in
economics and extension economist
at Iowa State’s Center for Agricul-
tural and Rural Development. “The
increase this year is in part due to
much stronger commodity prices
thanks to higher exports, stronger
than expected crop yields, and
strong ad hoc COVID-19 related
government payments.”

Zhang leads Iowa State’s annual
Land Value Survey, which found
that the average statewide value of
an acre of farmland is $9,751, an
increase of 29%, or $2,193, since
2020. The $9,751 per acre estimate,
and 29% increase in value, repre-

sents a statewide average of low-,
medium- and high-quality farm-
land.

Zhang said that favorable inter-
est rates also contributed to the in-
creases in 2011 and this year;
however, he noted that inflation
was a very important factor behind
the value increase this year as well.
Last week, the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics reported that the
nation’s inflation rate rose 6.8%
over the last year, which was the
largest increase since 1982.

“Inflation is driving some in-
vestors to consider farmland as an
alternative investment asset because
farmland value tends to rise with
higher inflation. The inflation-ad-
justed average value rose 21% but
the nominal value rose 29%, which
shows the effect of inflation,”
Zhang said.

As for U.S. net farm income,

Zhang said it is forecasted to grow
$22.0 billion (23.2%) from 2020
levels to $116.8 billion in 2021,
which is the highest level since
2013. “The increase in 2021 farm
income is largely driven by the rises
in commodity prices and the result-
ing crop and livestock receipts, as
opposed to almost solely ad hoc
federal government payments as in
2020,” he said.

After the large increase in 2011,
farmland prices jumped another
23.7% in 2012, though Zhang said
that while 80% of respondents had
optimistic views about what the
farmland market would look like
one year from now, most reported
that they expect values to increase
less than 10% in 2022.

Looking five years ahead, Zhang
said that the number of respondents
expecting a decline in farmland val-
ues nearly doubled, but over 80%

of respondents predicted that farm-
land values would rise another 10%
to 20% over 2021 values.

Land values by county

All 99 of Iowa’s counties
showed an increase in land values.
For the ninth consecutive year,
Scott and Decatur counties reported
the highest and lowest values, re-
spectively. Land values in Scott
County increased 30%, or $3,193
per acre, to $13,852. Land values in
Decatur County increased 31.5%,
or $1,213 per acre, to $5,062.

Clayton and Allamakee counties
reported the largest percentage in-
crease, 36.4%, while Scott County
saw the largest dollar increase,
$3,193 per acre. The smallest per-
centage increase, 23.2%, was re-
ported in Keokuk County, while
Taylor County saw the smallest dol-
lar increase, $1,199 per acre.

Land values by district

Land values across all crop re-
porting districts increased. The
Northwest district reported the
highest overall value, $12,164 per
acre, while the North Central dis-
trict reported the largest percentage
increase, 34.5%, and the largest
dollar increase, $2,737 per acre.

The South Central district re-
ported the lowest values, $6,035 per
acre, and the lowest dollar change,
$1,377 per acre, while the South-
east district saw the smallest per-
centage increase, 21.9%.

Land values by quality

Statewide, low-quality land now
averages $6,397 per acre, an in-
crease of 26% or $1,319 per acre.
Medium-quality land now averages
$9,071 per acre, an increase of

27.4% or $1,953 per acre. High-
quality land now averages $11,834
per acre, an increase of 30.5% or
$2,766 per acre.

The Northwest district reported
the highest values for low-,
medium- and high-quality land at
$8,088, $11,042 and $13,997 per
acre, respectively. The South Cen-
tral district reported the lowest val-
ues for low-, medium- and
high-quality land at $4,058, $6,094
and $8,194 per acre, respectively.

Low-quality land in all crop re-
porting districts, less the Southeast
district, saw increases of more than
23%. The North Central district saw
the largest percentage increase,
32%, and the largest dollar in-
crease, $1,695 per acre. The South-
east district showed the smallest
percentage increase, 14.5%, and the
smallest dollar increase, $600 per
acre.

Medium-quality land saw in-
creases of more than 30% in the
North Central, Northeast, West

Central and South Central districts.

The South Central district saw the
largest percentage increase, 33.6%,
while the North Central district
showed the largest dollar increase,
$2,291 per acre. The Southwest dis-
trict reported both the smallest per-
centage increase, 22.3%, and the
smallest dollar increase, $1,302 per
acre, in medium-quality land.

High-quality land in the North
Central, Northeast, West Central,
and East Central districts all saw in-
creases of more than 30%, with the
North Central district reporting the 
LAND VALUES

Continued to Page 3

Community 
choir starts up
Jan. 10 in new
ACHS music digs

After a year of COVID-19 can-
cellation, the Albia Community
Choir, under the direction of Paul
Peterson, will begin rehearsal on
Monday, Jan. 10, 7 p.m. in the
new band room at the high school.

Concerts are planned for
Thursday, April 7 and Sunday,
April 10.

The music to be performed is
the same basic concert that the
choir was rehearsing when
COVID-19 struck.

Past choirs have numbered be-
tween 25 and 40 members and
anyone with any interest in per-
forming multi-part vocal music is
invited to attend. Members come
from Albia, Centerville, Ed-
dyville, Chariton, Corydon,
Blakesburg and Ottumwa.

The choir includes everyone
from music non-readers with
pretty good voices to former vocal
music students of Peterson’s to
present and former music educa-
tors. Typically women practice to-
gether for a half hour, the entire
choir practices together for an
hour and the men rehearse to-
gether for a final half hour.

Paul Peterson taught vocal
music in Albia for nearly 35 years
and now conducts and performs in
choirs in his hometown of Es-
therville, Knoxville and Albia.

Victorian Stroll
Committee begins
planning for 2022

The Albia Victorian Stroll
Committee is inviting anyone in-
terested to join our group for plan-
ning the 2022 Stroll.

The committee is gathering
Thursday, Jan. 13,  6 p.m. in the
meeting room of the Albia Area
Chamber of Commerce.   

“We look forward to welcom-
ing you and discussing how we
can continue to make our event
better,” said longtime chairman
Catherine Burkman.  Call Burk-
man if you have any questions  at
641-799-1838.

Blood drive
at Zero Connect

Zero Connect, located on the
south side of Highway 34 just be-
fore the airport highway, will hold
a  blood drive on Thursday, Jan.
13.

It will start at 7 a.m. and end at
approximately 11:30 a.m.  There
are still seven slots to fill from
10:45 - 11:20 a.m. 

Anyone interested in participat-
ing in the blood drive should e-
mail Mike Maddison at
maddison@zeroconnect.com.

Wrestlers have
home meet

The Albia wrestling team is at
home this Thursday against Chari-
ton and Eddyville-Blakesburg-
Fremont.  Wrestling begins at 5:30
p.m.


