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Coughlin, Comstock 
complete Nurse 
Residency Program

Monroe County Hospital & Clinics (MCHC) is pleased to announce that
Breanna Coughlin, RN and Jayde Comstock, RN have completed the Mercy
Rural Health Network Residency Program. 

The Mercy Rural Health Network Nurse Residency program was started
in 2016 to help new nurses’ transition into practice and to provide resources
as they continue delivering cutting edge care. A total of five residents were
selected to participate in this program from April 2018 to March 2019.
Coughlin and Comstock were two of the five selected. Katie Ables, RN was
chosen to be Coughliln and Comstock’s Preceptor. Ables supported the two
for a total of 12 months while they learned the culture within MCHC and
continued providing care to patients and families. 

Ables, an RN, completed the Mercy Rural Health Network Residency
program in 2016. Her project of completion was named “Teach Back.” Now,
as a Preceptor to Coughlin and Comstock, she was able to give advice, sup-
port and complete the circle. “I had the absolute pleasure and honor to pre-
cept two fantastic nurses that are highly intelligent, personable and provide
first class health care to our patients,” stated  Ables . 

The first nine months of this program entailed Coughlin and Comstock
receiving modules with activities to work through that followed with discus-
sion questions each month to respond to in a group email enabling learning
from one another. They also were tasked with thinking of a quality improve-
ment project to utilize within the hospital they work. They chose a project
and named it, “Comfort Menu.” This project entailed strategically thinking
of a patient, their needs and how hospital staff could help make their visit
more enjoyable. Evidence-based practice was used to support the quality
improvement process of this project. As of today, this project has been
pieced together and a brochure has been made to present to patients. “Com-
fort Menu” is in full swing. 

The project “Comfort Menu” was fully supported by multiple MCHC
staff including Katie Ables, RN, Gale Herrera, Chief Nursing Officer,
Angela Freeman, Director of Quality Improvement, Veronica Fuhs, Chief
Executive Officer, Nick Gerdes, Pharmacist, Gerald Haas, DO, Medical
Director and several from Ancillary Services. 
NURSING GRADUATES
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Jade Comstock, Katie ables and Breanna Coughlin

THE VIETnam War STaTuES were put in place on Friday at the Welcome Home Soldier monument in albia. The statues,

of three combat infantrymen walking with their weapons is based off the statue on the Washington mall. another photo Page 2.

School board readies for
the opening of the new year

It was a relatively short Albia
Community School Board meeting
on Monday as the district prepares
for the opening of the 2019-2020
school year.

Several personnel changes were
approved, including the acceptance
of resignations from Sara Gee,
para-educator, Tiffany DeMoss,
para-educator and Billy Strickler,
ninth grade baseball coach.

The board approved the
employment of Julie Etcher and
Terri Eastlick, kitchen assistants
and offered contracts to Julie
Garver, second grade PLT Leader,
Alex Steines, regular route bus dri-

ver and Dana Delang, Blue Pride
Sponsor.

Volunteers were also approved,
all of whom will serve the high
school football staff. They include
former University of Iowa offen-
sive tackle, Wes Aeschliman, and
former Albia standouts Dalton
Folkerts and Kieran Judge, along
with long-time volunteer assistants
Brad Beckwith, Matt Jones and
Robert Parks.

The board approved discipline
policies for the new year along
with the updated school handbook.
The district is including new poli-
cies regarding student use of

“smart watches” in the classrooms.
Other changes include considering
absences for “travel ball” as unex-
cused, requiring written notes, in
person meetings or telephone calls
if students are switching buses and
not allowing bus transportation for
sleep overs, further explaining the
buzz in entry system for all build-
ings and doing hearing screening
for all fourth graders.

Also added to the handbooks
are that students who are ineligible
do not dress for games or travel
with teams at both the junior high 
SCHOOL BOARD
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Property taxes 
will be changing

Property taxes due this fall (2019)
and next spring (2020) have been com-
puted by Monroe County Auditor
Amanda Harlan and turned over to
Monroe County Treasurer Peggy Van-
denBerg for distribution and collection.
Statements are expected to be out next
week. You can also access your state-
ment online at the following link:
http://lti.gmdsolutions.com/monroe/inde
x.html

What Affects My Property Tax

bill?

There are many variables that affect
property tax bills. Major factors include
the following:

1. Tax asking of each taxing entity
(i.e. schools, cities, county, hospital,
townships, etc);

2. Property assessment;
3. State ordered equalizations and

property assessment rollbacks;
4. Tax credits paid by the state of

Iowa to reduce property taxes (i.e.-
homestead, military, elderly credit, ag
land, family farm, business tax);

5. City and rural tax abatement pro-
grams

What happened in 

the current year?

For property taxes to be paid in the 
PROPERTY TAXES
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On Saturday, Hannah Koellner, of Eddyville, the
Mahaska County queen from the Southern Iowa Fair,
was crowned as the 2019 Iowa State Fair queen.
Koellner is the daughter of Jim and Kim Koellner of
Eddyville and is a 2019 graduate of Eddyville-
Blakesburg-Fremont High School. She served as sec-
retary and treasurer of the Agri Power FFA Chapter
at EBF.

Koellner is headed to William Penn University
where she will major in elementary education. Inter-
viewed by Jeff Angelo on WHO Radio Monday

morning, Koellner said she helps her dad with the
familiy’s farm located in Van Buren County. She said
she thought about running for Southern Iowa Fair
queen a year ago, but a mission trip to Haiti was a
top priority for her at that time. 

Koellner will receive a $5,000 scholarship from
the State of Iowa Governor’s office and a $3,000
scholarship from the Iowa State Fair. 

She followed the reign of 2018 County Fair 
STATE FAIR QUEEN
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Eddyville girl is fair queen
EBF graduate, Hannah Koellner, is crowned Iowa State Fair Queen

Joe Judge has intimate
knowledge of two schools.
Albia and the University of
Iowa. He attended Albia
schools from kindergarten
through 12th grade, earned
his BA and two masters
degrees from Iowa and con-
ducted his entire teaching
career back in Albia.

But he will be discovering
a whole new world of public
education as Director for
ISEA Field Staff in the Des
Moines Public School system
as an employee of the Iowa
State Education Association.

Judge resigned from his
15-year position as high
school teacher and instruc-
tional coach in late July to
take the job serving 2,200
teachers, para-professionals
and classroom associates in
the Des Moines Public School
District. Des Moines for years
has had its own teacher’s
union, apart from ISEA, but
recently joined the state
teachers’ union, which opened
up the position Judge is
assuming.

“It was a difficult deci-
sion,” said Judge. “I’m going
to miss teaching, but I’ve
done most everything I’ve
wanted to do as a teacher and
I felt like I could take the col-
laborative approach to bar-
gaining and the way we did
business in Albia to the Des
Moines district.”

Judge graduated from
ACHS in 1996 and earned his
BA from Iowa in 2001. He
graduated with a master’s
degree from Iowa in social
studies education in 2004 and
joined the ACHS high school
staff that same year. In 2009
he earned a master’s in Edu-
cation Policy Leadership (an
administrative degree). He
never served as a principal in
his career.

Instead he became a leader
in the Albia teacher’s union,
serving 10 years on the bar-
gaining committee. Through-
out his teaching career he
taught history, social studies,
government, intro to educa-
tion, was on the advisory
team at the junior high and
served as an instructional
coach.

He also coached boy’s ten-
nis for 15 years and served as
high school drama coach,
directing a total of seven
plays. He also had the acting
bug, performing in numerous
Albia Community Theater
and King Players productions,
but was most at home and
best known for his elaborate 
JOE JUDGE

Continued to Page 10 

Judge heads
to Des Moines
with ISEA

Joe Judge


