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The first  camper came off the line at the new Camp 365 factory housed temporarily in the former L&S Tools building on Benton

Avenue West on Wednesday. The camper was headed to a Michigan buyer. Pictured with the camper in front of the building are

new employees of Albia’s newest manufacturing company. From front to back on the left is Jon Rhodes (plant supervisor), Konner

Douglas, Kyle Zavacki, Tyler Woollums, Skylar Smith, Shawn McGregor (owner), Garrett Brown; center is Kevin McGregor

(owner); at right, Tom Woollums (plant manager), Mona Douglas (office manager), Georgia Smith, Mike VanErdWyk (owner),

Mike Feehan, Casey Homann and Travis Julius.

Sen. Grassley visits AYM
Sen. Charles Grassley visits with employees of AYM in Albia on Thursday in a question and

answer format. The senator is making his annual trek to all 99 counties that he has done every

year since he entered Congress. Below,  Scott Perry, Rob McDonald, and Sen. Grassley talk with

Jackie Glosser on the manufacturing floor of the Albia plant.

Newspaper planning 

100th anniversary

special section for 

the American Legion
The Albia Newspaper staff has begun work on a 100th anniversary

section honoring the American Legion. The section will be published in
mid to late June.

The American Legion was established a year after the end of WWI
to address a myriad of problems faced by veterans of WWI. Since that
time it has become not only the most powerful voice for U.S. veterans,
it has reached out into communities across the country to promote citi-
zenship, patriotism and youth programming.

Along with the American Legion Auxiliary and the Sons of the
American Legion, it has provided such things as American Legion
Boys State and Girls State, Boys Nation, American Legion Baseball
and the Buddy Poppy program to assist in the health care of veterans.

Over the years, the American Legion has also helped establish the
American Heart Association, the National Mental Health Association
and the American Legacy Scholarship Fund for the education of chil-
dren of active duty military killed in action post 9-11. 

One of the Legion’s crowning achievements was the passage of the
GI Bill that has allowed millions of veterans access to a college educa-
tion.

The American Legion in Albia has had a profound effect on this
community and we intend to tell their story in this special section. You
will have the opportunity to show your support of the work of the
Legion as well as honor special Legionnaires in your life. 

By DAVE PAXTON 

Editor and Publisher
Today marks the 75th anniver-

sary of D-Day. On June 6, 1944
Allied forces led by Gen. Dwight
Eisenhower invaded Normandy to
retake France and Holland and
ultimately defeat the Nazi forces
of Adolph Hitler.

One million troops were staged
in Great Britain for the attack.
Over 150,000 men, including
American, British and Canadian
paratroopers, infantry, air force
and sailors took part in the first
day of the battle.

In 1994, the newspaper identi-
fied 14 area men who landed in
Normandy on either D-1, D-2 or
D-3. They included Glen
Chambers, Clarence Toigo, Ace
Ryan, Jack Hallstrom, Ted Crall,
Dean Werts, Ken Bettis, Darrell
Cooper, James Scieszinski,
Charlie Jones, Joe Lahart, Tony
Sebben, John Conway and
Clifford Stocker. All have since
died.

D-Day was actually to have
happened on June 5, but the seas
were too rough for the landings
on four beaches, Omaha, Utah,
Sword and Juno. The weather was
barely improved on June 6, but
Eisenhower gave the order. With
75 years to dissect the attack, it is
no small miracle that the invasion
worked.

Air bombardment of the
coastal gun emplacements along
the Normandy coast failed miser-
ably because Allied pilots were
dropping their bombs in heavy
cloud cover. Naval bombardment
from the sea did little to the
machine guns and heavy artillery
the Germans had in place.

The first troops in were air-
borne divisions of the U.S.,
Britain and Canada. Planes carry-
ing the men flew into withering
anti-aircraft fire. Thousands of
men perished as planes were shot
out of the air and drop zones were
missed as pilots tried to avoid
being blown out of the air. Gliders
crashed killing entire companies
of paratroopers. Many U.S. para-
troopers had their weapons ripped
off their bodies because of prop
wash and landed in fields and
swamps armed only with K-bar
knives.

The jobs of the paratroops
were to open bridges for the
Allied advance and stop German
reinforcements from reaching the
Normandy coast. Incredibly, the
men assembled and were able to
find the bridges and roads they
were to protect. Except they were
protecting bridges and attempting
to stop Nazi reinforcements with
rifles against tanks.

The key beachhead was at
Omaha, entrusted to American
soldiers. Americans landed on
Utah Beach with relatively few
causalities. Canadians and British
troops took Sword and Juno with
relative ease. Omaha, however, 
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School board

meets Monday
The Board of Education of the

Albia Community School District
will meet in regular session June 10,
6 p.m. at the Albia Community
Schools Central Administration
Office, 701 Washington Avenue East
(Kendall Center). 

Agenda items include principal
reports, resignations, contracts,
employment approval and volunteer
approval. 

Action items include the increase
of school lunch prices, setting
salaries for non-union employees,
the superintendent’s contact, the
IAHSSA and IGHSAU school clas-
sification equity resolution and set-
ting the July board meeting.

Discussion items include space
study/infrastructure plan update,
IASB legislative actdion priorities,
safety plan, handbook changes, legal
counsel status. The superintendent’s
summative evaluation will be held in
closed session.

The Albia City Council on Monday grappled with
a couple parking issues at their regular meeting.
There is considerable parking congestion at certain
times of the day near the Sarver Chiropractic Clinic
and Fitness Center on 10th Avenue West.

Parking on the north side of the street near the
intersection with Clinton causes some problems with
viewing the intersection. After some discussion, the
council voted to have the street department place no

parking signs on the north side of the street, from the
intersection to the first house to the west.

Cathy Mobley also addressed a problem with traf-
fic coming out of the Monroe County Aquatic Center
parking lot without stopping. She said it is highly
congested with children and adults and felt a stop
sign heading south out of the parking lot would be a
safety improvement. The council agreed and a sign
will be installed.

Introducing FairEntry – the 

online fair management system
The Monroe County Extension and Outreach Office is excited to

announce a transition to the FairEntry online fair management sys-
tem for the 2019 Monroe County 4-H & FFA County Fair. FairEntry
is new to the Monroe County fair this year, but not new to Iowa. The
Iowa State Fair has used it for years to register exhibitors for fair.  

Beginning June 1, 2019, all FFA and 4-H youth in grades 4-12
planning to exhibit at the 2019 Monroe County 4-H & FFA Fair will
need to log on to http://monroe.fairentry.com from your computer or
any mobile device (including smartphones) to submit your entries to
the fair. 4-H Leaders will no longer be asking members for their live-
stock entries.  This year, families will be responsible for creating
entries in the online management system. This includes both animal
and exhibit building projects.

The new online entry system will streamline the entry process,
which will facilitate smoother project check-ins, improved show pro-
grams and more efficient result posting at the fair.

Online entries will be required for all exhibitors. The deadline for
online entries is July 1, 2019. This deadline will be strictly enforced
since the system will close entries at 11:59 p.m. CT on this date. Late
entries will not be allowed. Please be patient, as this is the first year
Monroe County has utilized this system. The Monroe County Exten-
sion and Outreach Office will host a FairEntry registration day June
14 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. if you do not have internet access or if you
need assistance with the entry process. Please contact Autumn Dena-
to with questions at 641-932-5612
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Council tackles parking issues

First Camp 365 camper off the Albia line Accidents in Lovilia
Last weekend there were two

accidents in the Lovilia area, one
involving a child in a wheelchair,
the other a four-wheeler accident.
The newspaper has been unsuccess-
ful in getting the information from
the law center.


