
Vol. 134 No. 46 One Section Albia, Iowa Price $1 Tuesday, November 17, 2020

News
AnD THE ALBiA UniOn-REPUBLiCAn sinCE 1861

Monroe 
County

albianews.com

Tuesday, November 17

Partly Cloudy 

47º 35º

0% chance of precip

Extended Forecast.............Page 2

News.....................................2, 10, 11
Record..............................................3
Opinion.............................................4
People...............................................5
Entertainment...................................6

Religion.............................................7
JP Eddy River Review......................8
Classified..........................................9
Winterize.........................................13
Sports.............................................12

Harry Milligan
Facebook page

See Page 11 

Albia  City Council
has scrappy meeting

See page 10

All SCC V-ball
All District Football 

See Page 12  

County GOP
votes Chambers
as candidate
for treasurer

Monroe County Republicans
unanimously voted to select
Cheryl Chambers, 57, of Albia, as
their candidate for a Dec. 8 spe-
cial election for Monroe County
Treasurer. The election will fill
the seat of retiring county treas-
urer, Peggy Vandenberg.

Chambers is a 32-year resident
of Monroe County.  She and her
husband Eric have two adult
daughters and a grandchild. They
are members of First Christian
Church in Albia and have been
active in community choir.

Chambers has worked for the
Monroe County Treasurers Office
for 15 years and has served as the
deputy for the Motor Vehicle De-
partment as well as serving in the
Drivers License and Property Tax
divisions.

Monroe County Republicans
held a special convention on Nov.
12 to select Chambers as their

candidate.

Governor orders masks worn indoors

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds on Monday an-
nounced that all people ages two and older
must wear a face covering when in an indoor
space that is open to the public and if they
will be within six feet for 15 minutes or more
of people who are not members of their
household.

Exceptions include people eating and
drinking at bars and restaurants, people with
medical disabilities that prevent wearing face
covering and people participating in religious
services.

The proclamation took effect Tuesday,
Nov. 17 at 12:01 a.m. and runs until Thurs-
day, Dec. 10 at 11:59 p.m.

Her proclamation also bans indoor gather-
ings of 15 people or more and outdoor gath-

erings of 30 or more, including wedding and
funeral receptions, family gatherings and
other non-essential indoor gatherings of peo-
ple who do not live or work together. She
also limited the operating hours of bars and
restaurants to 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., although car-
ryout and drive-through service is allowed
before and after those hours.

The governor admitted in her news confer-
ence that there isn’t enough law enforcement
in Iowa to enforce a mask mandate, but
pleaded with Iowans to “come together for
the greater good.” 

“If Iowans don’t buy into this, we lose.
Businesses will close once again, more
schools will be forced to go online and our
health care system will fail, and the cost in

human life will be high,” she said. “So now is
the time to come together for the greater
good. To look out for each other. Not because
you’re told to, but because it’s the right thing
to do. That’s who we are as Iowans.”

Schools across Iowa are also cancelling
middle school and junior high sports prac-
tices. Albia junior high athletes began their
winter sports practices on Monday and will
not gather again until at least Dec. 10.

The high school football championship
games set for the UNI-Dome this week are to
continue as planned with two admission tick-
ets given to each participating athlete. Some
speculate that the state will shut down pre-
season varsity sports practices until Dec. 10
following the completion of the football play-

offs.
County numbers

Currently the 14-day average of percent of
positive cases in Monroe County is 23.8 per-
cent. Surrounding counties include Ap-
panoose 29.7, Wayne 37.1, Davis 24.4,
Wapello 26.3, Mahaska 21.2, Marion 25.7,
and Lucas 13.6.

The death toll attributed to COVID-19 in
Monroe County has not moved in several
weeks and stands at 12.

Monroe County Public Health sent out the
following directives:

• Limit the number of interactions you
have with people from outside your house
COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS
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Junior high sports practices shuttered until Dec. 10

Cheryl Chambers

King Opera House board members receive the $5,000 check from CVEC. From left, Adam Mick,

Jan Paxton, Dave Paxton, Becky Teno and Leilani Todd (CVEC) and Tyler Havard.

The Chariton Valley Electric
Operation Round Up® Foundation
Board announced its third round of
distributed funds to one local or-
ganization with the monthly con-
tributions of CVEC’s participating
co-op members.

The program, Operation Round
Up®, rounds up electric bills to
the nearest dollar. Each bill is in-
creased anywhere between $0.01
and $0.99 for the 80 percent of
CVEC members that participate in
the program. On average, a mem-
ber will contribute $6 per year.
The money collected through Op-
eration Round Up® is pooled to-
gether and then administered in a
series of grants by the Chariton
Valley Electric Operation Round
Up® Foundation Board.

In October, the Operation
Round Up® Foundation Board re-
viewed the application and
awarded $5,000 to the King Opera
House. 

“The King Opera House is be-
yond thrilled to have received
these funds through CVEC’s Oper-
ation Round Up program,” said
King Opera House President Dave
Paxton. “When putting on a live
performance, lighting is crucial,
and our current lighting system is
unreliable and unsafe. The funds
from ORU will allow us to install
all new LED lights that will save
energy and money, while also
cleaning up any electrical issues.”  

Board member Tyler Havard
did the leg work in finding a mod-
ern stage lighting system that will

eliminate all of the drop cords now
used for the 40-year-old system.
Havard will lead a King Opera
House volunteer team to install the
new system. The total cost of the
new system will be around $7,000.
The additional $2,000 has already
been raised.

CVEC is grateful our members
are donating their small change
that is changing lives each month.
As this program continues, we
hope our membership sees the
value and benefit this program will
bring to the communities we serve.

If you would like your organi-
zation to be considered for a grant,
please visit our website at
www.cvrec.com to complete the
application documents by Dec. 31,
2020. 

CVEC awards $5,000 to King Opera House

Albia Community High School Principal Richard Montgomery dis-
cussed the 7-12 Return-to-Learn plan with the school board on Monday
night as the school transitioned back to in person learning. Montgomery
said the school’s latest work with the hybrid system worked better be-
cause of attendance taking and mandatory virtual learning for every
class.

“We were worried about attendance but to be honest, we were ex-
tremely impressed with students and their attendance,” said Mont-
gomery. “Overall they did a good job attending and participating.” 

Out of 519 students 7-12, 50 are still on-line or doing alternative
study. In terms of attendance, 469 (90 percent) had absences less than
one day. There were 32 students who missed 1-2 days and 18 students (4
percent) who missed more than two days.

Montgomery said that “pacing” was an important component of the
hybrid learning. “The first time we did hybrid we were at a 50 percent
pace,” said Montgomery. “The second time our goal was 85 percent.”
Montgomery said that in polling faculty and students, 64 percent said it
was just about right and 28 percent said it was too fast.  In terms of in-
tervention, 84 percent of students felt that if they needed help, they
could get it. 

“It’s always difficult to measure levels of success,” said Montgomery.
“Most of our students felt like they were either fairly successful or very
successful. Teachers had about the same feeling.”

The administration is also keeping an eye on stress levels of teachers
and 46 percent of teachers felt they had very high or high levels of
stress.
SCHOOL BOARD
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Hart seeks total recount
After 24 counties did offi-

cial canvasses of votes and
certified the election, Marian-
nette Miller-Meeks leads by
47 votes over Rita Hart in the
race for U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives.

Miller-Meeks is a Republi-
can state senator from Ot-
tumwa who ran twice against
the retiring Dave Loebsack and
lost both times. She is in the

second year of her term as Iowa senator.
The race between Miller-Meeks and another Iowa

senator, Democrat Rita Hart, has been a roller coaster.
On the night of the election, Miller-Meeks held a lead
of just under 300 votes. Then a counting error in
Jasper County (Newton) was discovered that put Hart
ahead by less than 100 votes. 

In Tuesday’s official canvass, Miller-Meeks went
ahead because of counting mistakes, mostly in Lucas
County.

Hart has not conceded the election and has called
for a recount of all 24 counties.
U.S. HOUSE ELECTION
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Miller-Meeks leads final count by 47 votes

Revised development code
one step closer to approval

Now entitled the “Monroe County Unified Development Code,” the old
planning and zoning code is moving through a number of significant
changes. Nicole Moore and her Chariton Valley Planning office has led the
effort which will shorten the code and significantly simplify it.

The first recommended change is in the title of the person managing the
code from “Zoning Administrator” to “Zoning Director.” The new code
puts together a new job title which includes “with working residents to
prepare an application to ensure it is eligible and completes all required
documentation.” The director will provide recommendations to the Zoning
Commission or the Board of Adjustment, which has final approval of all
applications.

There are some general changes that are actually now in practice such
as all septic questions going to the county sanitarian; all construction and
development complying with Iowa Building Code or International Build-
ing Code. A solar panel regulation was added to the code.

The table of setback guidelines have been changed and clarified, includ-
ing guidelines for right of ways, setbacks for a commercial wind farm and
mobile home parks.

There are also changes in the zoning map which clarifies residential, ag
and commercial land.

The biggest changes coming in the form of items “stricken” from the
code. Stricken items include:

• Requirement that any land rezoned R-1 must be on a paved road.
• Commercial business must be located within a half mile of a paved

road.
• Home occupation and home industry regulations will not limit number 

ZONING CHANGES

Continued to Page 2

Return-to-Learn working
better than expected 

Mariannette

Miller-Meeks

High speed
chase ends in
residential area

The Albia Police Department
and Monroe County Sheriff’s Of-
fice became involved in a high
speed chase in residential areas
around 10 a.m. Monday.

Officers attempted to stop a
stolen white Impala in the 1900
block of Hwy 137 and the driver
of the vehicle, Joey Scurlock of
Ottumwa, wanted on a felony
warrant, drove around the sher-
iff’s vehicle in attempt to elude
officers. A high-speed chase en-
sued with the  police and sheriff’s
office.  

The chase went through sev-
eral city streets at speeds in excess
of 80 mph and when it came near
Albia High School and Lincoln
Center, law enforcement had the
schools go on lock down for the
safety of students and staff. 

The stolen vehicle lost its front
right tire after going up over sev-
eral curbs and into city yards. An
officer was able to get in front of
the stolen vehicle and with the as-
sistance of the sheriff they were 
HIGH SPEED CHASE
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