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Museum damaged in heavy rain
By DaVe PaXtoN

Publisher emeritus

Saturday and Sunday’s three to six-
inch rainfall was welcome for drought
stricken Southern Iowa. But there were a
few downsides. Cornfields, already weak-
ened by sparse rainfall, were flattened by
gusty winds and some substantial hail
made the fields even worse.

Lucas County experienced the brunt of
the hail with golf ball sized hail damaging
cars, homes and fields.

In Albia, the Monroe County Historical
Museum took a huge hit, partially created
by the downpour of rain and partly be-
cause a gray plastic bucket was stuck in
the 10,000 square foot roof’s only drain
located on the southwest side of the build-
ing. It is unlikely the bucket, a near exact
fit to the drain hole, became wedged in
the drain outlet without some help.

According to Albia roofer Justin Rubel,
who spent Monday afternoon helping mu-
seum volunteers assess the damage, it’s
likely somewhere over 10,000 gallons of
water collected on the roof with no where
to go and found a weak spot in the aging
flat roof. It was fortune the water’s weight
didn’t do structural damage to the back
end of the building.

Instead it poured through the north end

of the Alumni Room, over a furnace and
the Monroe County Industry Display. Six
inches of water greeted museum volun-
teers when they came to open up on Sun-
day afternoon. The industry display was
destroyed. The furnace is yet to be tested.

The Alumni Room took the biggest hit

where priceless yearbooks, mostly from
Albia, dating back to the turn of the last
century, were soaked. “Fortunately, we
have replacements for most of those dam-
aged,” said museum board member Jan
Crall.

A call for volunteers went out over the

radio, through the Chamber’s Facebook
and a women’s Bible study text chain at
Trinity United Methodist Church on Mon-
day morning. At the same time savings ac-
counts were established at First Iowa State
Bank and Peoples State Bank to help the
museum begin fund-raising efforts for a
still unknown cost to repair the roof and
several areas of collapsed suspended ceil-
ing. 

Monday afternoon a cadre of volun-
teers began showing up at 2 p.m., bringing
in dehumidifiers and fans, moving display
cases and other materials from the Alumni
Room to avoid moisture from further
damaging the contents of the room.
Chamber/Main Street Director Laura Teno
went on line and found a U-Tube instruc-
tion video on how to dry out water soaked
books and about a half dozen people
began the arduous task of placing paper
towels between the pages of about 30 his-
toric Screech yearbooks. The books will
sit for 24 hours wicking up moisture be-
fore being opened and having fans gently
blow on the pages. After that they will be
placed on a flat surface with weights over
them to finish the job.
MUseUM DaMaGe
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Monroe County Historical Society President Tom Woodard (in the doorway)

inspects damage to the Alumni Room that was drenched by 10,000 gallons of

water that poured through the roof.

With its main office moved from the
immediate entrance and new computer
equipment purchased for on-line docu-
mentation, Ragtime Industries in Albia
had the room and extra computer equip-
ment to set up a Career Center for the
general public.

Lisa Crow has been director of Rag-
time Industries since 2006. Ragtime In-
dustries, locared directly south of the
Lincoln Center school gymnasium,
serves mentally and physically chal-
lenged adults in the community.

Monroe County helped upgrade the
facility’s computer system to allow for
on-line documentation, required by the
state. That left three older but still work-
able computer work stations. Crow had
moved her office to the inside of the
building to be closer to the work area
and provide more space and more pri-
vacy.

“We felt that we could put to use the
former office right next to the entrance
without disrupting our clients and their
work to serve the general public,” said
Crow. 

Crow purchased several pieces of
hardware that will provide a wide vari-
ety of educational opportunities for
Monroe County citizens who may not
have direct access to computers.

The software includes instruction for

such things as creating a resume, job
seeking skills, brushing up on computer
skills, teaching rudimentary computer
skills, practice typing, obtaining a dri-
ver’s license, career assessments, videos
and resources to strengthen coping
skills, critical thinking skills, general fi-
nancial skills and time management.

Crow said the computers and the in-
ternet will not be made available for
people to come in an check e-mails or
surf the internet. People using the room
will be expected to be working on job-
related topics, said Crow.

The rules are pretty simple. An ac-
ceptable level of quietness is expected,
staff will not be available to assist peo-
ple other than a quick tutorial on where
to find things and how to access web-
based services, and Ragtime clients will
have first priority for using the room.

Hours will be 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and
noon-time may not be the best time to
visit the room because it is when clients
can use their lunch time to do work
there. A freewill donation will be ac-
cepted and the only other cost will be
copies at 10 cents per page or 25 cents
for color.

People can bring in their own flash 
raGtIMe Career CeNter
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Ragtime Industries clients Sheryl Kephart and Shantina Bowen are pic-

tured in the new Career Center.

Ragtime offering Career
Center from 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Albia Motor sold to
Houston, TX couple

By DaVe PaXtoN

Publisher emeritus

After 72 years in the automobile busi-
ness, the Sciezinski family has sold its
Albia Motor Co. and Chariton Ford stores
to Ryan Martin and Maria Velasquez of
Houston, Texas. The paperwork was com-
pleted last week.

The Houston couple have two used car
stores in Houston, purchased a Ford dealer-
ship in Crane, Mo., and added Albia and
Chariton. Albia will remain a new car deal-
ership with a full Ford Service Center and
Chariton will sell used cars with a full Ford
Service Center.

Jack Scieszinski, 69, will be retiring as
manager of the Albia store. Mike Scieszin-
ski, 65, will move from Chariton to manage
the Albia store. A number of Albia employ-
ees will remain including Tony Walter,
parts and service manager; Carsten
Reynolds, Master Ford Certified Techni-
cian; Amanda McCombs, warranty direc-
tor; Marilee Scieszinski, office manager;
Rick Rominger, part-time sales and Bobby

Morney, part-time service.
The Scieszinski name in Albia auto sales

and service began in 1950 when Jack Sci-
eszinski Sr. hired the Della Vedova Broth-
ers (Rino and Aldo) to build a new and
used car show room and service center for
a Kaiser-Frazier automobile dealership. In
1952 Scieszinski picked up Buick and
ended the Kaiser-Frazier dealership as that
company was merging with Willys-Over-
land. Scieszinski took on the Pontiac deal-
ership in 1954 and Cadillac in 1955. In the
late 1950’s Rambler joined the dealership
and in 1960 Albia Motor Co. took on the
GMC truck dealership.

During that period of time Albia had six
new and used car dealerships, including
Duea Motor, Robb Motor, Briggs Motor
and companies owned by Frank Haluska
and Roy Brook. Thomas Highway 5 under
Dave Thomas would eventually open a
Chrysler-Dodge dealership.

The original Ford dealership started with 
alBIa Motor sale
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Hill to leave city council due to move
By Krystal Fowler

reporter

The Albia City Council held their regular meeting Monday, Sept. 19.
Councilmember Leslie Hill announced that she would be leaving the council as she is

planning to move out of Albia city limits. Hill thanked the council for welcoming her and
working with her during her time on city council.

The council also approved offering a $5,000 sign on bonus to new certified police offi-
cers that are hired, although they have not yet decided how the bonus will be distributed,
whether in a lump sum or split up, and what other stipulations they will impose on it. The
council will discuss that and vote on it during their next meeting, and also plan to discuss
possible sign on bonuses for other city employees.

Police Chief Brad Evinger told the council that the department’s 2019 Ford had been
taken in for an oil change and it had been discovered that the vehicle had lost oil and the
motor would need to be replaced. The vehicle is still under warranty but Evinger told the
council it could be several months before the motor is replaced. Evinger is exploring op-
tions to get another vehicle including borrowing one or buying a cheaper used vehicle to
use in the mean time.

The council discussed a recent issue that occurred when a food truck stayed parked on
the Albia Square for several days, 24 hours a day. The council discussed implementing a
form that food trucks wishing to park on public streets would have to fill out giving the
times and dates they would be parked and requiring them to move once they are done sell-
ing for the day. They also discussed having food trucks park in the lot north of the square 
CIty CoUNCIl
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