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Rodders Car

Show, Reed

Tractor Show

postponed 
The Rodders Car Show and

the Bob Reed Memorial Tractor
Show that were scheduled for
Saturday, June 27, 2020 have
been postponed until Saturday,
June 26, 2021.

There will be no car or tractor
show this year.

Anyone with questions should
call DeWayne Repp, 641-931-
0060 or Doyle Mick, 641-777-
9212.

“With the age of the people
who show and the liability, we
just didn’t think it was prudent to
have the show,” said Repp. Repp
said sponsor fees will carry over
to the 2021 show, as will the

plaques already purchased.

Memorial Day 

services set
Memorial Day services have

been announced for Albia and
Lovilia.

Weather permitting, the Lovil-
ia American Legion will hold ser-
vices at St. Peter’s Cemetery at
10 a.m. and at Woodlawn Ceme-
tery at 10:45 a.m.

Call Gerald Sofranko, 641-
946-8270 for more information.

In Albia, the American Legion
will be doing drive-bys at Mon-
roe Care Center and Oakwood
Specialty Care  that will include a
21-gun salute at each site starting
at 10 a.m.

At 11 a.m. Legionnaires will
be at the Welcome Home Soldier
monument to do another 21-gun
salute. According to Legion
Commander Gary Dustin, there
will be no speaker, but people
will be able to mill around and

walk the WHS trails. Rainstorm collapses hotel
A large section of the south side of the

three-story portion of the Clark Hotel col-
lapsed around 4 a.m. Friday morning after a
3 ½ inch rain compromised the already rick-
ety building. The collapse was caught on a
security camera on Conley’s Spray Foam
building a block away.

Almost miraculously, the building did not
fall on the one-story south addition to the
hotel that has been threatening the Mick Fur-
niture warehouse. Apparently the first floor
above the collapse had already fallen into the
basement and bricks and sticks fell straight
down.

Albia Councilman Dennis Conley alerted
Mayor Richard Clark and the two met with
City Clerk Linda Heller, City Attorney Bob
Breckenridge, a representative from ADLM
and Dave Mick. They were joined by
Michael Lathrop, the only contractor interest-
ed in tackling the mess.

“It was a pretty desperate situation on Fri-
day,” Conley told fellow council members
Monday night. “There was very little holding
the building up.”

Having fussed over the old hotel for near-
ly a decade, it was evident to all that the rain-
storm had forced the mayor’s hand. Mayor
Clark declared an emergency and by 9 a.m.
Lathrop Construction (the company that had
successfully brought down the old law
enforcement building) Dean, Michael and
Chad Lathrop, along with Ray Mahon, were
on the job.

At first they thought of moving in a crane
they knew was available in Ottumwa. Then
Michael thought of an old demolition friend
from Davenport, Brian Pollmiller. They
called him, decided to use their own tall back
hoe and shorter back hoe and by late after-
noon were placing a cable around the old
restaurant building on the south side (the

building that was threatening the Mick ware-
house but did not move when the main hotel
collapsed directly over it).

They also called in Musco Lighting from
Oskaloosa to illuminate the collapsed part of
the building. Starting at 9 p.m., they worked
until 1 a.m. Saturday, dragging down the part
of the hotel that had collapsed.

Back at it at 8 a.m. Saturday, with the
Albia Fire Department on hand to keep dust
under control, they had the building dropped
by around noon, just under 30 hours after
they were first called in.

“It was a remarkable job,” said Mayor
Clark at Monday’s Albia City Council meet-
ing. “I have no idea of the cost. Once we got
it to the ground, then the rubble became a
safety issue and we wanted Lathrops to get it
gone as soon as possible.”

Monday they began the task of separating
bricks (being hauled one direction) and plas-

ter and lumber (headed to the landfill).
Michael Lathrop thought it would take most
of the week to haul away the debris.

Hotel a giant pain

Ironically, the Clark Hotel as it lived on in
the minds of the Albia City Council had
some similarities with the famous Eagles hit
“Hotel California.”

“This could be heaven or this could be
hell.”

It was hell.
“Welcome to the Hotel California, such a

lovely place, such a lovely place.”
Okay, that line has nothing to do with the

Clark Hotel, at least in the past 40 years or
so.

The costly situation started with the sale
of the hotel for one dollar to an Ottumwa
investor who stripped the hotel of everything
RAINSTORM COLLAPSES

Continued to Page 2

City council approves
aerial fire truck purchase

The Albia City Council on Monday
approved the purchase of a 2007 aerial truck
for the Albia Volunteer Fire Department. Fire
Chief John Freshwater was at the meeting to
discuss financing the purchase.

He said a new aerial truck would cost
around $1.2 million, but he found a 2007
model with 27,000 miles with an asking
price of $365,000. Freshwater said by trading
a 1998 truck he was able to get the price
down to $300,000. Because it is a southern
truck, a $10,000 pump heater will need to be
added. The total delivered price will be
$320,000.

The fire department has $80,000 in its
truck fund and owes $92,000 on another
truck. After considerable discussion the truck
will be paid for by a $100,000 grant from the
city’s sales tax fund, a $197,000 loan (at two

percent) from the aquatic center fund, a
$35,000 grant from Cargill and the $80,000
from the truck fund. 

Currently there is $3 million in the city’s
aquatic center fund and $636,000 in the sales
tax fund that will also be used for the new
trails project.

The borrowed money will be paid back
over the course of 10 years.

In other council business:
Laura Teno was at the meeting to offer a

plan to build a dog park at the Reservoir Park
with a Rotary Club grant and money from
the Roger Sinnott memorial. Albia street
commissioner Jeff Stephens, whose crew
mows at the Rez was cool to the idea
because of dog waste not being picked up.
CITY COUNCIL 
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As of May 17 Monroe County has three
new additional positive cases of COVID-19,
which brings the county total to 22. The age
group of the most recent positive cases is the
61-80 year age group. Most of the cases are
confined to Oakwood Specialty Care.  

The first infected person reported in Mon-
roe County, a worker at the JBS pork plant in
Ottumwa, has reportedly fully recovered and
gone back to work. 

Early last week the nursing facility report-
ed four cases of COVID-19. On May 13,
Monroe County reported 11 new additional
positive cases of COVID-19 which brought
the county total to 18. The age group from
that report included: one new in the 41-60
year age group, eight new in the 61-80 year

age group and two in the 81 and over age
group. 

“Oakwood Specialty Care has learned
we have 10 new residents testing positive for
COVID-19, which brings our total number of
positive resident cases to 14,” said Jason Bri-
dle of Care Initiatives. “Due to privacy regu-
lations, we aren’t able to share more infor-
mation about these residents. The health and
safety of our residents and employees is our
top priority. We continue to follow CDC and
Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH)
infection control guidelines. This includes
separating our positive-testing residents from
other residents and utilizing proper PPE 
COVID-19 CASES
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In a 37-year career in education,
Suszanne Hollinrake has taught third grade,
been a regular route bus driver, sponsored
prom, coached individual and group speech,
directed musicals and plays and done cos-
tuming for several high school and commu-
nity theater directors.

There is still some unfinished business to
be done, including 2020 prom that will like-
ly be held in July because of the COVID-19
shutdown of the schools.

A native of Frankfurt, Mo., and a gradu-
ate of Truman State University with an
undergraduate degree in elementary educa-
tion and a second degree in English in 1983
and a master’s in elementary administration
in 1986, Hollinrake’s first and only teaching
job was in the Albia district.

Hollinrake, Lori Shalley, Carolyn Ryan
and Sandy Major were all hired the same
year with Hollinrake, Shalley and Ryan
teaching in Melrose and Major in Lovilia.
Hollinrake and her late husband, Ed, were
married the spring she was hired to teach in
Albia.

She taught third grade from 1983 to 1999
in Melrose and then moved to Lincoln Cen-
ter when the district closed Melrose. Her
bus driving career began after her teaching
mate and best friend, Lori Shalley, was
killed in an automobile accident in 1986. “I
was still on maternity leave with Catherine
when Mr. Mitchell called and told me he
was going to teach me how to drive a bus,”
she said. She drove Albia children to the
Melrose attendance Center until 1999, then
became a regular route driver, doing that for
31 years.

The origins of her work with speech and
drama started with her sewing ability and a

love of creating costumes. She made her
first Victorian dress for the Albia Quasqui-
centennial in 1985 and was making cos-
tumes for Albia Community Theater and
high school drama when Dan Walker was
director. She was still making costumes for
Rhonda Hampton and then Jan Paxton when
her oldest daughter, Catherine, got into high
school.

Catherine was a sophomore when Hamp-
ton left and Hollinrake took over the large
group speech team while Teri Schofield
coached individual speech. When Schofield
left to become principal at Seton Catholic,
she took over the entire program.

Her first large group team included
Catherine, Austin Zwicki, Cathy Scott and
Justin Stoffa who had been in musicals.
They entered the musical theater category
and

HOLLINRAKE
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Hollinrake ends career
in teaching, bus driving,
speech and drama

A 3 ½ inch rain Thursday evening into Friday morning caused the collapse

of the south and west side of the Clark Hotel, leading to the full scale demoli-

tion of the 122-year-old building.

As the exterior bricks fell away from the main structure of the building, back hoe

operator Brian Pollmiller would go inside and drag down the interior wood part of the

building.

Suszanne Hollinrake

Sandy Major
Originally from Shenandoah,

Sandy Major is retiring after 37
years of teaching second grade in
Albia. She graduated in 1983
from  Buena Vista in Storm Lake
with  degrees in special ed behav-
ior disorders, K-8 elementary and
Title 1 reading. 

She taught special education-
for two years at Lincoln, then
went to Lovilia to teach second
grade. Lovilia closed December
1998, she taught a half year at the
high school then moved to Grant.  

“Getting to know kids and
their families has always been the
best part of teaching. All I ever
wanted to do was work with
kids.”

She has been a part of Albia
Community Choir, Albia Com-
munity Theater and Trinity UMC
choir.

Major and her husband of 30
years, Norm, have two children
Jacob, 24 and Taylor 22.  

Major has a granddaughter on
the way in September and plans
to watch her in retirement.

Sandy Major

COVID-19 cases rise to 22,

first attributable death verified


