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wrestlers
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boys past Clarke 
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Governor wants to fund private school education
Battle lines have been drawn over tax-

payer-funded scholarships for private
school students pushed by Gov. Kim
Reynolds as a central part of her 2023 ed-
ucation funding plan.

But it was a no contest as Republican
legislators passed the bill on Monday.
Albia Superintendent Kevin Crall and
most other public school education leaders
didn’t go away quietly.

Crall hammered the governor and local
legislators on three main points. 

1. There is a total lack of accountabil-
ity. “If private schools receive public
funds, they need to be operating on the
same rules as public schools,” he said.

2. The new costs to the bill will be
$315 million. “Do you really think this is
sustainable with all the tax cuts in place,”
he wrote Rep. Austin Harris.

3. Nothing in the legislation prohibits
private schools from raising their tuition
after receiving taxpayer tuition to control
their student population.

Iowa families will receive nearly

$7,600 per year in state-funded scholar-
ships for each student they enroll in pri-
vate school under Gov. Kim Reynolds'
"school choice" plan.  

The new proposal, part of Senate
Study Bill 1022, would by its third year
allow every Iowa student, regardless of
family income, to qualify for a taxpayer-
funded scholarship to attend private
school. The cost would be more than $100
million in the first year of the program
alone. 

“Some families may want an education
that conforms to their faith and moral con-
victions; some kids may have ambitions
and abilities that require a unique educa-
tional setting; others may experience bul-
lying or have special needs,” Reynolds
said. “Regardless of the reason, every par-
ent should have a choice of where to send
their child — and that choice shouldn’t be
limited to families who can afford it.” 

The 16-page bill creates the scholar-
ship program while also channeling new
money to public schools, as well as a pro-

posal to allow school districts to increase
teacher salaries using unspent professional
development funds. 

Reynolds’ proposal will be phased in
over three years, gradually expanding to
include every family in Iowa. In the first
year, all public school students and incom-
ing kindergartners would qualify for the
scholarships. Nonpublic school students
will qualify if their families' incomes are
up to 300% of the federal poverty level —
about $83,000 for a family of four. 

Reynolds’ staff estimates 14,068 stu-
dents will be eligible for scholarships in
the first year, adding up to a price tag of
$106.9 million.

In the second year, eligibility will ex-
pand to include private school families
who make up to 400% of the federal
poverty level. That’s about $111,000 for a
family of four. The governor's office pre-
dicts about 5,995 new students will apply
for scholarships in the second year of the
program, bumping the price tag to $156.2
million.

By year three, students in every family
in the state, regardless of income, would
qualify for private school scholarships.
The state would not cap the number of
scholarships available. The only limit
would be the capacity of private schools
in Iowa. 

The governor's office estimates that
19,989 additional students would apply
for educational savings accounts in the
third year of the program, resulting in an
approximate cost of $313.9 million.

Reynolds' staff said the total cost of
private school scholarships will be $341.1
million annually after the program is fully
phased in.

There are 33,692 students enrolled at
183 private schools around Iowa for the
2022-23 school year, according to data
from the Iowa Department of Education. 

Opening the scholarships to all Iowa
families is a major shift from last year,
when the proposed program would have 
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It was “High Five Friday” last week throughout the Albia Community

School District with Monroe County first responders greeting students as they

came to school Friday morning. Pictured are the Wirtjes brothers, Harrison

and Colt, being greeted by Albia policemen and Albia volunteer firemen. In

the future, medical services personnel, service clubs, chamber members and

other prominent citizens will high five students as they come to school.

Albia Junior Dylan Beebe signs an agreement to begin a welding internship

with Hometown Fabricating in Albia. Pictured left to right in front are Dylan's

father Steve Beebe, Dylan and Dylan's mother Kristi Beebe. In back are Dylan’s

welding teacher, Tony Gibson and Tim Folkerts of Hometown Fabricating.

(Photo by Krystal Fowler)

By Krystal Fowler

reporter

Albia Community Schools recently
signed up its first student for the district’s
new apprenticeship program.

Junior Dylan Beebe will be working
with Hometown Fabricating during the
rest of the school year, over the summer
and during his senior year to complete his
welding internship.

Beebe will be working Monday
through Thursday from 6-9 a.m. during
the school year and 6 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Thursday during the
summer. He is also completing classes in
the welding program at Indian Hills Com-
munity College at the same time as well.

Beebe must complete 2,000 hours of
work to complete his apprenticeship ac-

cording to Tm Folkerts with Hometown
Fabricating. When he graduates high
school he should have completed the In-
dian Hills program and be almost done
with the apprenticeship as well.

Beebe is the first apprentice that
Hometown Fabricating has had and is also
the first participant in the Albia Commu-
nity School District’s new apprenticeship
program. According to Albia 7-12 grade
counselor Brooke Bettis, the Albia Com-
munity School District will be considered
an accredited Iowa Apprenticeship Pro-
gram and hopes to expand the program to
more industries and more students.

“Once we’re accredited we just have to
find a cooperating employer and go
through those steps and find a student
that’s interested,” said Bettis.

ACHS signs first student 
to new apprenticeship program
Junior Dylan Beebe will be focusing on welding with
Hometown Fabricating in Albia

Starting the day with a High Five

Albia School board
president, superintendent
oppose voucher program

By Krystal Fowler

reporter

Albia School Board President Roger
George spoke about his opposition to the
Republican plan to use tax money to pay
private school tuition and other expenses
during the board’s Jan. 18 meeting.

George said that he had raised his op-
position to new Republican Rep. Austin
Harris and urged others to speak up as well
although he said he believes Harris had al-
ready made up his mind to support the
measure.

George said he raised several questions
about the proposal, such as how or if the
money private schools will receive will be
monitored to track what it is spent on.

“This is a terrible policy, hands down,
in my mind,” said George. “All it does is
help out the upper middle class with fund-
ing for private schools….it doesn’t help

anybody out here in Albia.”
Superintendent Kevin Crall also spoke

against the proposal, saying it would not
benefit Albia students.

“There’s 43 counties in Iowa that don’t
have a private school option,” said Crall.
“Monroe is one of those. In three years
$350 million  will be added to the budget.”

Crall said in comparison, increasing the
Supplemental State Aid to Iowa’s public
school districts would cost about $45 mil-
lion for each one percent it was increased.

“Is this sustainable?” asked Crall. “It’s
bad policy for public schools.”

Crall said he attended private Catholic
school as a child and also began his career
at a private school and was not against
them existing.

“But I’m against the concept of public
money running those private schools,”
said Crall.


