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School board examines
reading, math scores
By Krystal Fowler
reporter

richard willetts

Renowned pilot,
Willetts never
got to fly in WWII
Richard Willetts, died last week
at the age of 95. He was one of
three remaining WWII veterans in
Monroe County.
Willetts had a career in the U.S.
Post Office, but he was best known
for his acrobatic stunt flying and
his bright yellow airplane. Ironically, he never flew in WWII.
Willetts entered the enlisted reserve while he was still in high
school and already started flying
small planes before he joined the
Army when he turned 18 on April
8, 1945, two days before the surrender of Germany.
The Army closed its Air Cadet
program which effectively
grounded Willetts.
Instead, he served as a crew
chief for a P-51 and started working with military jet fighters in
March of 1946. He was part of the
occupation force in Europe and returned home in November of 1946.
Flying became Willetts’ passion
and he was still flying as he neared
his 90th birthday.
A full obituary is in today’s
newspaper.

Nominations
sought for
Wall of Fame
The Albia Community High
School Wall of Fame Committee is
accepting nominations for induction
into the 2022-2023 Wall of Fame.
The committee will consider
nominations for individual candidates only. Nominations must be in
written form and should include the
nominee’s name, year of graduation
and a profile of accomplishments or
a rationale for nomination.
Nominees are considered for induction into the Wall of Fame based
on outstanding achievement or contributions relating to their career,
community, country or to mankind.
Nominees must be out of high
school for at least 25 years and
must have graduated from a Monroe County High School.
Nominations are due on or before Friday, July 29, 2022 and
should be sent to:
wall of Fame Committee
Principal richard Montgomery
503 B avenue east
albia, Ia. 52531
The induction ceremony for the
Wall of Fame will be held during
the Homecoming Assembly on Friday, Oct. 7, 1 p.m. in the A Gym.
Selection for the induction into
the Wall of Fame is made by a vote
of the established committee. Call
Central Office, 641-932-2161, ext.
1105 for more information.

Today
Scattered T-Storms

95º|68º
Wind: WSW 16 mph
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The Albia Community School
Board examined the district 20212022 ISASP test scores during their
June 13 meeting.
The students are tested in third
through 11th grades in reading and
math and in fifth, eighth and tenth
grades in science. Due to the pandemic there was no testing for the
2019-2020 school year.
Administrator JoEllen Swartz
went over the scores with the
board. Swartz said the pandemic
had had a bigger impact on students in math rather than reading.
Results showed significant score
drop offs in both math and reading
for several grades between 2019
and 2021. The 2022 scores did
show rebounds in most areas
though.
In reading, all grades scored 73
percent proficient or higher with
five of the nine groups showing
more than 80 percent proficient. In
math four grades were between 63
percent and 69 percent proficient

with four more between 72 and 78
percent proficient and one class
over 80 percent.
Swartz said although every district would want to see 100 percent
of students proficient the goal number they strive to hit is 85 percent
proficient. They also always want
to be above the state average,
which Swartz says has not been released for this year yet.
Swartz said that the district has
implemented extra instruction and
interventions throughout the year to
help deal with the lost learning
time caused by the pandemic and
that that will continue next year as
well.
Swartz also spoke to the board
about the district’s English Language Learner plan, which was
later approved by the board, the
district’s summer enrichment program, which Swartz said is seeing
lower attendance than in past years
and the proposed new social studies
curriculum purchase, which the
board will be considering next
month.

Cpl. Ford comes home after 72 years
On Friday at 6:15 p.m., the remains of Cpl. Kenneth Ford was returned to Albia with full military
escort, a veteran’s motorcycle escort and Monroe County and Albia law enforcement escort. His body
was taken to Tharp Funeral Home awaiting a 1 p.m. funeral service on Wednesday followed by burial
at Pleasant Corners Cemetery. Cpl. Ford was killed in action during the early days of the Korean War
at the battle for Chosin Reservoir. His body was never recovered until North Korea turned over remains
after pressure from the Trump administration. DNA provided by his sister helped identify him. Following the funeral service, another escort will take his casket to the cemetery. The route will go west
from Tharp Funeral Home on Benton Avenue, past St. Mary’s Church, turning south on gravel past
St. Mary’s Cemetery, past the Welcome Home Soldier Monument and then north on Highway 5 and
Highway 137 to the cemetery. Albians are encouraged to line the route with flags.

Board discusses future problems
filling teaching, bus driving spots
By Krystal Fowler
reporter

The Albia Community School Board briefly discussed the possibility of problems filling teaching
positions in the future. The district has already had
trouble filling bus driver positions and superintendent Kevin Crall said that in years past the district
could receive hundreds of applications for open
teaching positions where as today they could receive
as few as five applicants. The board discussed the
possibility of surveying staff to find out the positives
and negatives they see in working at the district to

use to help future recruitment
All personnel items were approved as presented.
They included:
Resignations – Theresa Barker, PK route, Michael
Youngblut, sixth grade teacher, Ginger Peters, paraeducator;
Contracts – Larissa Havard, sixth grade teacher,
Julie Garver, PK-sixth PLT leader, Elizabeth Tatman,
sixth monitor and PE teacher, Susan McAninch –
sCHool BoarD
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King Opera House Board President Dave Paxton receives the
Governor’s Volunteer Group Award from Gov. Kim Reynolds and
Lt. Gov. Adam Gregg.

King Opera House honored
with Governor’s Volunteer
recognition group award

Rodders Car Show this weekend
It’s Rodders weekend this Friday and Saturday in Albia. Join the local gathering for a Dine and
Drive on the square starting around 6 p.m. Friday, then join the Rodders Car Show and Bob Reed
Memorial Tractor Show on Saturday beginning at 8 a.m. For more details, turn inside to the Entertainment Page.
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The King Opera House Board was honored at the Governor’s Volunteer
Recognition Awards ceremony the week before at Indian Hills Community
College, receiving the Group Award.
It was the first time in two years the volunteer ceremony was held because of COVID-19. This was the 38th Governor’s Volunteer Awards ceremony. Both Gov. Kim Reynolds and Lt. Gov. Adam Gregg were on hand
to present the awards.
The Albia Theater was purchased by Albia Area Improvement Association in 2010, renamed the King Opera House (it’s original name) and management turned over to the King Opera House Board.
The board has continued to opera the movie business as well as the live
entertainment business for the Opera House. Behind the leadership of Albia
Area Improvement President Dave Johnson, the King Opera House helped
develop the plans for the Phase I restoration of the building. Over $900,000
was raised to return the front of the building to its original design, create
an all new entry, restrooms and concession stand, tuck point and make roof
improvements and put in a $100,000 support beam under the balcony.
Phase I was completed in March of this year and the board is beginning
the planning for Phase II which will include the restoration of the auditorium, along with new HVAC and fire escapes to the balcony.
King Opera House Board President Dave Paxton accepted the award on
behalf of the board that includes, Linda Hoskins, Lisa Mihalovich, Jody
Buckingham, Tyler Havard, Klint Sinclair, Mick King, Jan Starcevic,
Matthew Starcevic, Michelle Waber, Robyn Haselhuhn, Phyllis Boyer, Jan
Paxton, Russ Parker, JD Henderson and Tiffany DeMoss.
Dave Johnson, president of the Albia Area Improvement Association,
was a key part of the purchase of the theater in 2010, and the planning and
fund-raising for the Phase I restoration.
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