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Last Thursday the Monroe County Soil
and Water Conservation District observed
its 75th anniversary with an open house at
the MCSWCD offices in Albia.

In 1937, as the Dust Bowl focused atten-
tion on soil erosion, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt sent a model law to governors
recommending legislation that would allow
landowners to form voluntary soil conser-
vation districts.  The Soil Conservation Ser-
vice (SCS) was created in the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) by an act of
Congress on April 27, 1935. However, an
earlier date, Sept. 19, 1933 should not pass
without recognition. That date marks the
selection of Hugh Hammond Bennett as the
director of the Soil Erosion Service (SES),
predecessor to SCS. Creation of the Soil
Erosion Service was critical to the future of
Federal soil conservation activities, the his-

tory of SCS, and Bennett's recognition as
the father of soil conservation.

Bennett's USDA career made him the
logical candidate to lead the federal soil
conservation effort. In the summer of 1933
when the New Deal included soil conserva-
tion as a purpose for public works pro-
grams, Bennett went to work. From June to
September 1933, several agencies put forth
plans to utilize the public works funds to be
devoted to soil conservation.  Legislation
was adopted by Iowa’s legislature in 1939
and the first conservation district was
formed in three Marion County townships
in April 1940.

In 1944 an article of certification form-
ing the Monroe County Soil & Water Con-
servation District was filed.  By 1952, all
of the counties in Iowa had created Conser-
vation Districts which serves today.

Today, Conservation Districts in Iowa
are managed by five commissioners elected
on the general ballot in each county. Each
of the five commissioners serve four-year
terms with no more than two commission-
ers  residing in any single township. With
assistance from the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
and Iowa Department of Agriculture and
Land Stewardship-Division of Soil Conser-
vation, commissioners address the natural
resource issues that are most critical in
their districts.

The Monroe County Soil SWCD Board
consists of: Mervin McDanel, Chairman;
Don Niebuhr, Vice Chairman/Treasurer;
Bob Scott, Co-Treasurer; Marvin Wirtjes,
Joe Pyle, Co-Treasurer, Colleen Putnam,
Assistant Commissioner and Jim Nelson,
Assistant Commissioner.

At last Thursday’s 75th anniversary
open house in attendance were: Iowa
Department of Agriculture and Land Stew-
ardship-Division of Soil Conservation and
Water Quality (IDALS-DSCWQ) Field
Services Bureau Chief Will Myers. 

Districts rely heavily on IDALS-
DSCWQ staff both at the state level and
the local level. The Monroe SWCD works
with producers to install soil conservation
and water quality practices through pro-
grams such as Iowa Financial Incentives
Program (IFIP), Resource Enhancement &
Protection (REAP), Water Quality Initiative
(WQI) and the SRF Revolving Loan Fund,
otherwise known as Low-Interest Loan.  

These cost-share programs and three
percent loans have made a significant
impact on Monroe County’s soil and water
resources with installation of practices such

as grade stabilization structures, terraces,
basins, tree plantings, forest stand improve-
ment, native grass plantings and cover
crop, just to mention a few.     

Also in attendance was USDA-Natural
Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS)
State Conservationist Kurt Simon  The
Monroe SWCD partners with NRCS on
many of their conservation and water quali-
ty projects.  Some NRCS programs, of
which the Albia Field Office/District con-
tinues to promote, are Environmental Qual-
ity Incentives Program (EQIP) and Conser-
vation Stewardship Program (CSP).  EQIP
can provide cost-share funding for all the
same practices as the state programs as
well as others such as manure management
practices for livestock and pollinator habi
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The  Albia City Council, meeting Wednesday of last week, held another
discussion on the proposed ordinance to regulate golf carts and UTV travel
on city streets. Audrey Beary took some time in the public comment peri-
od of the meeting to ask the council to clarify rules for seating in a golf
cart.

City Attorney Bob Breckenridge said the city is basically looking for
some measure of safety for children riding in carts. The two agreed that
every person riding in a golf cart should have their own seat and a child
should be buckled in. 

In the council discussion, Councilman Brian Bell said each person
should have a seat and a lap restraint. Councilman Scott Kelly brought up
the need to have a standardized slow moving vehicle sign on all UTVs and
golf carts. 

The council tabled the item until Breckenridge can make the appropri-
ate revisions.

The council approved a professional services contract of $5,200 with
Hall Engineering for sewer system spot repairs and manhole replacement.
The contract includes design, prep work, bid letting and inspection.

The council discussed with the Hall Engineer Nancy Buss some scop-
ing and televising of sewer lines. Hall said Visu-Sewer did not communi-
cate well with either the Albia sewer department or Hall Engineering and
Buss felt the survey was vague and incomplete. She asked City Clerk
Linda Heller for invoices from the company to see what had been billed to
the city.

The council reappointed Warren Woollums to the Board of Adjustment,
approved a beer and liquor permit for Albia Brewing Company and sent

four mowing costs (three at $300 and one at $1,700) to the Monroe Coun-
ty Treasurer for collection.

The council discussed the insurance settlement that will pretty much
pay for the replacement of the elevator in the Carnegie-Evans Public
Library. A $14,744 (25 percent down payment) bill was paid by the city
that will be reimbursed by the city’s insurance carrier. The settlement will
cover most of the $60,000 cost. The library’s elevator was damaged
beyond repair in a lightning strike.

The council entered closed session to discuss possible litigation.
After coming out of closed session, Breckenridge reported that two

abandoned houses had been moved into the court system. One house,
owned by Jeanne Crall, is located at 203 Third Avenue West. The other is
a house that burned located on 315 South 5th Street.

Farm Bureau names Ag Hall of Fame
The Monroe County Farm

Bureau held its annual banquet and
Ag Hall of Fame Awards ceremony
Saturday at the Monroe County
Fairgrounds. The group approved
their leadership team for the next
year including Terry Maloy, presi-
dent, Lizzy McGlothlen, vice presi-
dent, Ed Yarkosky, secretary, Jill
Yule, treasurer and Dan Yule, vot-
ing delegate.

Mardyll Benson is the women’s
chairperson.

Township directors include Tim
Kaldenberg (Wayne, Cedar, Jack-
son), Larry Chidester (Mantua,
Pleasant), Don Niebuhr (Franklin,
Guilford), Tom Kaldenberg (Bluff
Creek, Union), Mardyll Benson
(Monroe, Urbana) and Harold Ben-
son (Troy). Directors at large
include Donnie Conway, Paul Belz-
er, Mike Rost, Brent Duey, Bryan
Reed and Tyler Crall.

Ag Hall of Fame

Bob and Martha Hoover were
inducted into the Monroe County
Ag Hall of Fame. Bob was born in
Monroe County in 1952, the son of
1990 Ag Hall of Fame inductee,
Wilbert and Dorothy Hoover. He
was active in 4-H and FFA, attend-
ing a National Convention in
Kansas City and working with the
FFA test plot.

He earned a degree in Farm
Mechanics at Indian Hills in 1972
and began farming with his father.
He now farms with his son, Joe.

The Hoovers have a cow-calf
operation, calving about 130 cows
each spring. They also raise corn,
soybeans, oats and hay on their 840
acres. They also rent some ground.

Bob was beef superintendent at
the Monroe County Fair for many
years and continued to support the
Albia FFA with its test plots and
tractor pulls when his children, Lisa
and Joe, were in high school. He is
a National FFA Alumni lifetime

member and received the Albia
FFA Appreciation Award in 1997
and 2002. He was named Monroe
County Beef Producer of the Year
in 2000 by the Monroe County Cat-
tlemen. He has also served on the
FmHA board and is a member of
Southern Iowa Vintage Tractor
Club.

Martha was born in Mahaska
County and grew up in Albia with
her parents, the late John A. and
Marcella Smith and four brothers.
She enjoyed writing for the high

school newspaper “The Echoes”
and met Bob while working at the
King Theater. The couple married
in 1976 and she quickly adjusted to
farm life, learning to drive the trac-
tors, hauling grain to town and rak-
ing hay. She raised orphan calves in
the bathtub and basement.

She became one of Albia’s most
active volunteers, serving as a room
mother starting in 1985 until her
children were out of school. She
also became involved in 4-H and
FFA though her kids, chaperoning

for state and national FFA conven-
tions, serving as a 4-H leader for
over 10 years, helping with Clover
Club and baking pies for FFA and
4-H scholarships.

She helped revive the 4-H
Scholarship Baked Goods Sale at
the fair. She was awarded the FFA
Appreciation Award in 1996 and
2002 and was named an honorary
4-H member. She also sponsors the
Outstanding Dog Obedience Award
and the Top Beef Record Book at

the fall 4-H awards program.
Martha started working with

ISU Extension as a substitute in the
office and has helped create the
Pick-A-Better-Snack Program and
Chef Charles for senior citizens.

She also volunteers at Oakwood
Nursing and Rehab and started an
after school Adopt-A-Grandparent
program at Oakwood. She has also
been a Monroe County Hospital
hospice volunteer. She is also on
the Welcome Home Soldier com-

mittee.
She and Bob have three grand-

children.
Paul and NIkki Ammons

Paul and Nikki Ammons were
inducted to the Ag Hall of Fame.
His father, the late Lloyd Ammons,
was inducted in 1991, and brother,
Alan, was inducted into the Agri-
business Hall of Fame in 2012.

He was raised on a farm south-
west of Albia to a family of life-
long Farm Bureau members. He
attended LaMar Country School
and graduated in 1970 from Albia
Community High School before
furthering his education for two
years at Indian Hills Community
College while beginning his farm-
ing career. In 1974 Paul and Nikki
were married and the couple bought
their first farm in Franklin Town-
ship. 

Paul has grown his farming
operation to include cattle, hogs,
soybeans, corn and hay. He worked
many years at the Russell Sale
Company.

His love of farming started at
home where he was a 4-H and FFA
member, showing hogs and cattle.
He has served as the president of
the Monroe County 4-H Commit-
tee, the Monroe County Extension
Council and was long-time swine
superintendent for Monroe County.

He is an active member of the
First Christian Church since 1962,
serving as a Sunday School teacher,
deacon, elder, board chair and vice
chair and trustee. He was also a
Franklin Township Trustee for
many years and is a trustee for the
Iconium-Salem Cemtery.

Nikki graduated from ACHS in
1973 and started a 40-year career
with Peoples National (later Peo-
ples State) Bank in 1974. She has
also been active at First Christian
Church, serving as Sunday School 
AG HALL OF FAME

The Albia Newspaper was named Ag Business of the Year. Pic-

tured is Dave and Jan Paxton and Farm Bureau President Terry

Maloy.

Martha and Bob Hoover were inducred into the Monroe

County Ag Hall of Fame.

Paul and Nikki Ammons are congratulated by Terry Maloy as

new members of the Monroe County Ag Hall of Fame.

TJ and Lizzy McGlothlen were named Outstanding Young

Farmers at the Saturday Farm Bureau banquet.
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