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13-year-old Babe Ruth
team headed to regionals

See Section C, Page 1

Demon baseball
season ends

See Section A, Page 10

Monroe County 
Pre-Fair section 

See Section B

Henderson enters retirement
after 28 ½ years in Extension

By DaVe PaXtoN

Publisher emeritus

Sue Henderson retired in June after a 28 ½
year career with Iowa State University Exten-
sion as a county and regional director. And
that career, along with a 19-year career as a
livestock farmer is a bit unlikely, since she
was the daughter of a physician, raised in
urban Rochester, Minn.

A strong advocate of the 4-H program,
Henderson never got to be in 4-H as a youth
because in Minnesota in the 1960s, you had
to be from a farm to join a club. But she did
enter a pie in an open class at the local 4-H
fair to prove a home economics teacher
wrong about her pie crust which began a life-
long love affair with all things fair.

“My mother could never really figure me
out because all I wanted to do was be around
livestock and be outside gardening,” she said.
Those interests led her to Iowa State Univer-
sity where she earned a bachelor of science
degree in animal science and later a master’s
degree in professional agriculture.

She wound up in Monroe County in 1979
with her husband, Steve Delaney, carving out
an extensive livestock farm between George-
town and Melrose. For 13 years she ran the
family’s farrow to feeder pig operation and
for the 19 years she actively farmed, helped
with a 500-head cow-calf operation.

The couple adopted six children from

South Korea. Later she adopted five children
through the Iowa foster care system. Hender-
son has 11 children and 10 grandchildren
spread from San Diego to the Urkraine and
throughout Iowa.

In 1992 she was named Monroe County
Extension Director, working out of a small
office space on the west side of the Albia
Newspaper building. It was the beginning of
a sea of change in ISU Extension and how
they delivered their mission to the people of
Iowa.

“The biggest change probably happened in
1992 when the field specialists changed,” she
said. “We began to have our specialists serve
multiple counties.”

That pattern continued with directors. She
served as an interim director in Mahaska
County, as co-director in Davis County in
2003 and did Wapello County in 2004-2005.
Those appointments prepared her for the big
change that hit in 2009 when all directors in
Iowa became regional directors, serving at
least eight counties.

“It was challenging because I was in
charge of educating county councils and em-
ployees, but didn’t have director supervisory
responsibility over anyone,” she said. It’s one
of the reasons for the problems that occurred
in Monroe County involving embezzlement.
In 2020, under a new ISU Extension Director,
a restructuring occurred, hiring more regional
directors, reducing Henderson’s responsibili-
ties to serving Monroe, Lucas, Wayne and
Appanoose Counties and giving directors su-
pervisory responsibilities over employees.
“Structure for Success was a big improve-

ment in what we were doing,” she said. “It
gave me more time to supervise and get to
know the inner workings of each office.” She
thinks it was key to discovering the embez-
zlement and repairing the system.

“I actually wanted to retire a year earlier,
but staying on another year allowed me to
help get every process and procedure in
order,” she said. “I feel I have a sense of
completion and closure.”

There is a long list of things she did with
and through extension in her 28+ years that
gives her great satisfaction. Around 1993 she
helped create an art appreciation program for
the Albia elementary schools when they
didn’t have an elementary art teacher on staff.
About the same time she was able to help ad-
dress some diversity issues at the middle
school in Albia.

In 1998, Monroe County Extension
launched its Women’s Financial Information
program which created an information and
social network program for women farmers
and farm wives. That program has morphed
into Annie’s Program, Women in Agriculture
and other female specific programs.

An avid gardener, she was part of the de-
velopment of the Monroe County Master
Gardeners Program, led by the late E.H.
Scales. That, in turn, helped create the 
sUe HeNDersoN
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2nd Finally 
Friday

a big hit
The Albia Area Chamber of

Commerce and Albia Rotary

Club joined forces to create a sec-

ond great “Finally Friday” gath-

ering. 1996 ACHS grads, Brian

Allen and Olaf Peterson from the

Des Moines area, treated partici-

pants to their soft rock acoustical

music while Rotary Club sold

beverages and food trucks offered

their supper fare. The Monroe

County Motorheads car club also

joined in the fun. Rotary raised

just over $800 for its senior schol-

arship fund.

KIIC Radio’s Fun-Dango is pre-
senting the “Dog Days of Summer”
as a free family event featuring the
CJ3 Foundation Tuesday, July 27
from 5-7 p.m. on the square.

Schroeder’s Grill is offering a
free dinner as families gather to
meet the CJ3 Foundation service
dogs and their handlers.

A free concert will be performed
by God’s Outlaw, a Milwaukee
based country band featuring Brian
Smith on vocals and guitar. Smith
has been working with CJ3 Foun-
dation President Eric Thomas for
several years. 

Monroe County 
Shooting Complex
open to public

The Monroe County Shooting
Complex is now open to the public
on Thursday evenings at 5 p.m.
You can choose to shoot trap or
skeet. Both ranges are open.
Charge for both is $5 per round of
25 targets.  Ammo is limited but
some 12 gauge shells are available
for purchase. So bring your own
ammo.  

So get tuned up for the upcom-
ing bird season and have a good
time in the process. If you are a
first time shooter, certified
coaches are available to get you
started. 

The range is located north of
the entrance to Lake Miami Park.
Look for the shooting range sign
on the west side of 635th Avenue.
Drive east through the gateway up
the hill. 

For more information, contact
Randy Esser (515-341-2626) or
Mark Carlton (641-777-7883).

Dog Days of
Summer features
CJ3 dogs, handlers

By Krystal Fowler

reporter

The Monroe County Supervisors met Tuesday, July 20 for their regular
meeting with all members present.

The board first held a public hearing to consider a financing agreement
to purchase a new grader for the Secondary Roads Department. Monroe
County Engineer Jeremiah Selby had presented a proposal to purchase the
new grader during the last supervisors’ meeting.

There were no public comments during the public hearing and it was
closed. The board then approved the financing agreement. Secondary Roads
will be trading in an older grader when making the new purchase. The cost
of the new grader will be $229,200 after the trade and will be paid off over
four years with a 2.99 percent interest rate.

Selby also spoke to the board about the purchase of two new dump trucks
they approved in December of 2020. At the time the board approved the pur-
chase, the interest rate was set at 3.05 percent. Because of delays in building
the vehicles the county will be receiving them in the next three weeks. Now
that the financing is being finalized the actual interest rate has dropped to
2.64 percent. Selby estimated the county will save around $5,000 over the
six years of paying off the purchase because of the rate drop. The board ap-
proved amending their previously approved resolution on the dump trucks
to reflect the new interest rate and payments.

Selby said that Secondary Roads is still working to identify damage
caused by recent storms and severe weather. He said they are working with
Emergency Management and are not yet sure if the damage will become a
FEMA event.

“Crews are still out,” said Selby. “We’ve been pulling debris out of tubes
and pulling debris out of ditches. Just trying to get things straightened back
up.”

Selby told the board that last night there was a major pavement blow up
on Highway T61 as well and that traffic had to be redirected all night.

“It took four hours to get it broke up and filled up with rock,” said Selby.
“It was a true heave. You could see completely under the pavement.”

In other business:
• The board then heard and approved acceptance of the treasurer’s

monthly investment report. Monroe County Treasurer Cheryl Chambers told
the board the total balance on hand was $15,580,743,46 as of June 30, 2021.
The county had also earned $1,966.35 in interest.

• The board approved a letter of resignation from Jan Stalzer from the
Monroe County Board of Adjustment. The board expressed their thanks to
Stalzer who has served on the board for 20 years.

Supervisors purchase
new road grader, hear
about storm damage

CRP deadline
fast approaching
for general sign-up

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) in Iowa is remind-
ing producers and landowners that
the signup deadline for the Con-
servation Reserve Program (CRP)
current general signup is fast ap-
proaching. Eligible producers must
submit their offers by July 23,
2021.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) made several changes to
CRP to make it more appealing to
all producers, including those who
are historically underserved, be-
ginning, and veterans. FSA added
incentives to encourage producers
to include climate-smart agricul-
tural practices in their operations
to increase natural resource and
environmental benefits.

“Agricultural producers and
private landowners should take ad-
vantage of the opportunities of-
fered by the revamped CRP,” FSA
Acting State Executive Director
Bob Wegand said. “Explore the in-
creased payment rates and new in-
centives for climate-smart
agricultural practices to see if ele-
ments of the revamped CRP fit
your operation.”


