
The Albia Community School
District and the Monroe County
Conservation Board are closer to
cutting a deal for management of
the Monroe County Sports Com-
plex.

The Conservation Board, rep-
resented by Kathy Brown and
Mark Carlton, presented a 13-
point document for the board’s
consideration at Monday’s school
board meeting. In general, the
board was positive toward the
agreement. There were a couple
of sticking points that Superinten-
dent Kevin Crall said he hoped
could be worked out.

Under the proposed agreement,
the county and the Conservation
Board would maintain ownership
of the Sports Complex. And any
improvements on the real estate
would be owned by the county.
The board was in agreement that
the school district (at this point)
does not want to own the land,
particularly because of immediate
improvements that would have to
be made in terms of creating
handicapped accessible sidewalks
and other facilities.

Any future improvements
would come before the Conserva-
tion Board for review and
approval.

One of the major sticking
points was resolved when the
Conservation Board said that they
would continue to maintain and
manage the hitting and pitching
facility. “The 24-hour, seven-day-
a-week operation of the hitting
and pitching facility never really
fell into our wheelhouse,” said
Crall.

Under the agreement, all
grounds would be operated and
maintained by the school district,
including mowing, weeding, trim-
ming of fence lines and lots, the
ball field preparation and mainte-
nance. The school board was
agreeable to that point, except that

Superintendent Crall said he
would prefer the school operate
the facility only during the times
the school teams were using it
(approximately May 1-Aug. 1.
“I’m really not interested in doing
work for AAU teams,” he said.
He also wanted some language in
the agreement that would elimi-
nate the district from any liability
if the Sports Complex fell out of
compliance with EPA (Environ-
mental Protection Agency) or
ADA (Americans with Disabilities
Act) rules.

Under the proposed agreement,
the Conservation Board will leave
a three-wheeled drag machine,
John Deere Gator and pull-type
drag for use by the school district
and monies already controlled by
the Sports Complex Board will be
used for the repairs of the tennis
court, softball field and other pro-
jects for which they were ear-
marked.

The school district would man-
age the day-to-day operations of
the Sports Complex, it’s expenses,
program expenses and requests
for assistance. It would also coor-
dinate scheduling games and prac-
tice sessions for all teams using
the facility. Again, Crall suggested
an May 1-Aug. 1 time frame for
management.

The school district would
maintain and operate the restroom
facility and concession stand. “I’d
prefer that operation be for school
district events only,” said Crall.

The school district would also
provide liability insurance for the
Sports Complex, approved by the
Conservation Board and  the
county’s insurance carrier. 

After some board discussion,
Crall said he would submit a
counter proposal to the Conserva-
tion Board and begin work on a 
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RICHIE LEE AND His Fabulous 50’s Band will be the featured performer at Albia

Restoration Days 2019, set for the first weekend in August.

School would
run Sports 
Complex May-Aug.

Kindergarten

Round-Up set 

for  April 1

IF PEOPLE LIVING IN THE CITY of Albia don’t have a reason to drive on gravel roads and

wonder why the Albia Community School District has a buses on hard-surfaced roads policy

going right now, the picture above shows the reason. The winter of 2019 has basically turned the

county’s gravel road system into a rutted, pot-holed mess with extremely soft shoulders and safe

travel through many areas less than five miles per hour. It has been 10 years since the roads have

come out of winter looking like this. Monroe County supervisors are asking anyone needing to

move heavy equipment on roads to do it early in the morning or after 7 p.m. when temperatures

drop and roads firm up some. Simply put, it’s a mess.

The Albia Restoration Days Committee has chosen its theme for the 2019
celebration and it’s going to be “Back to the 50’s.”

“We think it’s going to be a lot of fun, going back to the music and the cars
and the dress of the 50’s,” said Restoration Days Chairman Tom Woodard. The
parade will invite anyone with a 1950’s car, pick-up or tractor to participate
and special post parade parking arrangements will be made for a show and
shine.

When you think of the 1950’s you think of the dawn of Rock and Roll
music with Elvis, Buddy Holly and the Big Bopper, but it was also the dawn of
some of the greatest country music ever recorded with Hank Williams and
Patsy Cline.

The Restoration Days Committee has already lined up one of the best
Buddy Holly cover artists in the Midwest in Richie Lee and his Fabulous 50’s
band. The band has played most recently in this area at the Centerville Concert
Series. Richie Lee covers music from all the great rock artists of that era and
into the 1960’s as well.

The 27-year-old Des Moines native was singing almost before he could talk.
His interest in Buddy Holly began at the age of six, listening to CD’s. He
began taking guitar lessons at age 11 and drums at age 12. Richie has per-
formed on stage with Winter Dance Party at the Surf Ballroom in Clear Lake
with many Iowa Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame bands. and has also gone as far as
Boston to play a couple of shows with the Drifters and last summer to Mem-
phis for an Elvis Tribute. 

Richie Lee and the Fabulous 50’s will perform an outdoors concert on Sat-
urday evening of Restoration Days.

The Saturday afternoon entertainment will feature a reunion of the almost 
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Restoration Days will
have a ‘Back to the 50s’
theme this summer

Even though snow and a wet
mix of slush and mud still covers
every garden in Monroe County,
the Monroe County Extension
Service is planning for the open-
ing of its 2019 Farmer’s Market. 

A vendor meeting for the
Farmer’s Market, held from June
through September on the north-
east corner of the square in
Albia, is set for Tuesday, April 9.

The dinner and organizational
meeting will start at 5:30 p.m. at
the Monroe County Extension
Office, 219 B Avenue West,
Albia.  

There will be a free dinner,
time to go over 2019 rules and
regulations and dates of market.
Please RSVP by April 4 by call-
ing 932-5612 and let us know
how many are coming so we
have enough food for everyone.
For questions please call Sue
Henderson at 641-777-4354.

Farmer’s market

planning already

beginning

Aliens Are Coming

this weekend at

King Opera House
The Albia Community High

School Drama Dept. is performing
the comedy spoof, “The Aliens
Are Coming,” Friday, March 15
and Saturday, March 16 at 7 p.m.
and Sunday, March 17 at 2 p.m. at
the King Opera House.

Admission is $5 for adults and
$3 for students. Passes will be
accepted for Sunday’s perfor-
mance only.

Peyton Popson, 

elementary

team are state

archery champs
Albia eighth grader Peyton

Popson won the individual Mid-
dle School 3D archery champi-
onship last weekend and the Albia
Elementary Team won the Bulls-
eye championship at the state
meet.

Results of the tournament
along with photos will be pub-
lished in Thursday’s Albia Union-
Republican.

Kindergarten Round-up is fast
approaching for the Albia Com-
munity School District.

Kindergarten Round-Up for
the 2019-2020 school year will be
held on Monday, April 1 from
5:15 – 6:30 p.m. at the Grant
Center. 

If you have a child that will
be five years old on or before
Sept. 15, 2019 and you are plan-
ning to attend Grant Kinder-
garten, please call the school
office at (641)932-2161 Ext. 1202
for more details.


