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Hand in hand: Ranch couple worked together to raise quality horses
Editor’s Note: The Sandhills Cowboy Hall of Fame is inducting 11 new honorees with a 
ceremony June 11 in Valentine, Nebraska. Each week through mid-June, we’ll meet the 
inductees.

William “Bill” Earl White was the son of Edward and Pauline (Schufeldt), born April 
22, 1943, in Hyannis, Nebraska. He was 9 when he trapped rats in the wintertime for 
spending money and to help get him through school. He attended Hyannis High School 
and worked on area ranches all of his life. 

Rita Sue Roby daughter of Kenneth and Winnie (Wickham) Roby was born Oct. 29, 
1945, in Oshkosh, Nebraska. Winnie moved her young family in 1948, to the Sterns 
Ranch north of Ashby. This would be where Rita grew up and would call home for a good 
portion of her life. Rita attended St. Agnes Boarding School in Alliance. 

Bill and Rita crossed paths at one of the Ashby dances, formed a relationship and 
were united in marriage March 24, 1962, in Bingham, Nebraska. To this union, three 
children were born: Larry, Laura and Greg.

The young couple worked on several area ranches before moving back to the Sterns 
place. Bill and Rita were inseparable and worked hand in hand at raising cattle, horses 
and some good dogs over the years. 

Their love for horses began to show in the early years. They started off raising 
Appaloosas and raised some nice ones such as Bionic Bug and Dudley. With the 
help of the kids and Bill’s horsemanship skills, they started in the show world. They 
qualifi ed several horses in various events to the Appaloosa world in Oklahoma all the 
while using the same horses on the ranch.

As their kids grew older and started high school rodeo, Rita picked up a camera and 
started taking pictures. This gave her something to pass the time during those days 
and would later come in handy as a second income for the family. They hauled kids 
all over and had success with several trips to the Nebraska State Rodeo Finals and a 
couple of trips to the National High School Rodeo Finals. Submitted photo

Husband and wife Bill and Rita White are being inducted into the Nebraska Sandhills Cowboy 
Hall of Fame with a ceremony set for June 11 in Valentine. See HAND IN HAND on page 2B


