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Nebraska Sandhills Cowboy Hall of 
Fame chooses 2022 inductees 

Eleven Sandhills residents, past and present, are 
being honored for their dedication to the cowboy way 
of life with induction into the Nebraska Sandhills 
Cowboy Hall of Fame. 

They are Dave Knight of Keith County, Bill J. 
Manning of Cherry County and Mick Phillips of 
Garfi eld County. 

Cowboys being honored posthumously include: 
Dave Cambell of Wheeler County, Bill Gallino of 
Cherry County, Walter E Gibbons Sr. of Custer 
County, Lowell Minert of Blaine County, Mike Welker 
of Cherry County, Bill White of Grant County, Rita 
White of Grant County, and George Winters of 
McPherson County. 

The 17th annual Nebraska Sandhills Cowboy 
Hall of Fame Banquet and Induction Ceremony will 
be held June 11 at the 4-H Building at the Cherry 
County Fairgrounds in Valentine, Nebraska. Social 
Hour will begin at 4 p.m. A benefi t auction will take 
place at 5 p.m. with the banquet at 6 p.m. and 
induction ceremony at 7 p.m. Central Standard Time. 

Tickets are on sale. Contact Rod Palmer at 402-
387-2212 or at P.O Box 127, Ainsworth, NE 69210, or 
email Tiffany Barthel at tiffbarthel@gmail.com.

Anyone wishing to donate items for the benefi t 
auction can contact Barthel, Palmer, Bret Younkin, 
who can be reached at 402-760-0833, or any board 
member. 

A cowboy’s passions: Ranching, rodeo and welding
Editor’s Note: The Sandhills Cowboy Hall of Fame is induct-
ing 11 new honorees with a ceremony June 11 in Valen-
tine, Nebraska. Each week through mid-June, we’ll meet the 
inductees.

The late Mike Welker worked alongside his dad to 
create meaningful products for ranchers, an industry he 
loved. 

Welker is being honored with induction into the 
Nebraska Sandhills Cowboy Hall of Fame with a 
ceremony set for June 11 in Valentine. 

He made many house calls to ranches across the 
Sandhills over the years to weld what was needed so 
ranchers could fi nish haying, caking and other work. 

Using his talent as a welder, Mike and his 
dad, Dean, started Welker Welding in 1981, as a 
manufacturing company established to meet the needs 
of the agricultural industry throughout the Midwest. 
Specifi cally, they designed and produced cake bins 
and cake feeders for what became a game-changer for 
ranchers who no longer had to pile bags of cake on the 
back of their pickups each day. Welker bins and cakers 
were and are sold in over 22 states now. 

Mike Welker was born Sept. 12, 1959, in Valentine, 
to Dean and Eldine Welker of Kilgore, Nebraska. He 
attended Cody-Kilgore Unifi ed Schools and graduated in 
1977. 

Through high school Welker rodeoed in both Little 
Britches Rodeo and High School Rodeo in bull riding 
and bareback riding events. Following high school, 
heattended Mitchell Vo-Tech and graduated in 1979 
with a welding degree, certifi ed welder in all positions. 

On June 14, 1980, he married his high school 
sweetheart, Susan (Kockrow). Together, they had three 
daughters: Lynn, Marla and Lisa. 

Welker spent a great deal of time as a child, following 
in the footsteps of his Grandpa Ray Welker. Ranching 
was a calling, having worked cattle and climbed on 
horses and equipment since he was 8 
years old. 

In 1989, Mike 
and Susan had 
the opportunity to 
buy a ranch south 
of Kilgore, where 
Welker was the 
fourth generation. 
Having a deep 
appreciation for 
the Sandhills 
and a passion 
for agriculture, 
he enjoyed 
raising cattle and 
growing crops. He 
ranched for 30 
years producing 
high-quality Black 
Angus cattle.

Welker had 
rodeo in his blood. 
As a youth, he 
loved riding bulls 
and bareback 

horses. Later in life, he spent 17 years as a rodeo judge 
notably serving for several years in a row as a rough 
stock and timed events judge for the National Little 
Britches Rodeo Finals. He also judged the South Dakota 
State High School Rodeo Finals in 2007. 

Welker shared his love of rodeo with his family, 
teaching his daughters the sport and taking them to 4-H 
horse shows, junior rodeos, Little Britches Rodeos and 
Nebraska High School Rodeos for all of their youth and 
high school years.

In addition to his passion for the sport of rodeo, he 
was an extremely talented leather crafter. In high school, 
he started making billfolds and belts. In 1984, he started 
Welker Leather. He made everything from saddles to 
chaps to halters to headstalls to belts to knife cases to 
fencing plier cases. 

Two bronc halters he crafted were worn by famed 
horses at the Indian National Finals Rodeo and are 
proudly displayed in the South Point Hall of Fame in Las 
Vegas.

On Jan. 12, 2020, Welker passed away at his home 
south of Kilgore at 60 years of age, leaving behind a 
cowboy and ranching legacy that will never be forgotten 

and three grandsons: Kord, Cameron 
and Eric, whom he thought 

the world of.
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The late Mike Welker of Cherry County will be 
one of 11 inducted into the Nebraska Sandhills 
Cowboy Hall of Fame next week.


