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Airplanes, alpacas, and Afghanistan, oh my 
De Smet crop 

watcher has  

diverse portfolio 

BY MELISA GOSS

TRI-STATE NEIGHBOR ASSISTANT EDITOR

M
any farms have a wide variety 
of buildings on their property 
which each house any 

number of equipment, collectibles, 
family heirlooms and junk. 

But the Lee family farm near De 
Smet, South Dakota, has a structure 
that is fairly unique. 

About 100 yards southwest of the 
traditional red barn sits a hangar, 
home to a red and white  Citabria, 
a single-engine, two-seat, fi xed 
conventional gear airplane. 

Rob Lee, who will serve as the Tri-
State Neighbor 2022 crop watcher 
from De Smet, South Dakota, 
recounted the day they got the plane. 

“The aviation community is small. 
They know how to get plans around,” 
Lee said. 

His dad, Roger Lee, purchased the 
Citabria from a farmer in Glasgow, 
Montana. The pilot who would fl y the 
plane to the Lee farm told them there 
was another plane in Wisconsin they 
were trying to get out to Colorado. 

They asked if that plane could be fl own to 
the farm so the pilot could leave the Citrabria 
with the Lees and take the other plane on to 
its new owner in Colorado. 

“We went from having no airplane for almost 
25 years to having two different planes on the 
farm that evening,” Lee said. 

While some may enjoy going for a Sunday 
drive, Rob Lee grew up taking Sunday fl ights 
with his dad Roger. A tradition he hopes to 
bring back as he trains for his private pilot’s 
license.

Lee said his dad has been a great 

encourager as he pursues his license. 
“He’s real good about pushing me along,” 

Lee said. 
Lee said part of the reason he’s dedicated to 

obtaining his license is so, should something 
ever happen where his dad can no longer pilot 
a plane, Lee can still take him up, just like his 
dad used to do for him. 

Lee somehow manages to squeeze in lessons 
and fl ight hours onto his tightly packed 
proverbial plate. 
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Rob Lee is training for his private pilot’s license. He grew 
up going flying with his dad, a pastime he still enjoys. The 
Lees fly this Citrabria, single-engine airplane.   
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