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F
armers’ Independent Research of Seed Technologies, 
commonly known as FIRST, is an organization of 
farmer members and FIRST field managers partner-

ing to test corn hybrids and soybean varieties. For 20 years, 
FIRST has delivered timely unbiased yield results so growers 
can identify top performing seed products for their farms. 

This growing season was another unique one.   Some 
notable conditions included a frost and or freeze in the middle 
of corn planting, a very dry July, cool temperatures in August 
and slow maturing of corn and soybeans that extended har-
vest well into November.   Many of the farmers seemed pes-
simistic about crop yields in July when rain was scarce so the 
good yield results this fall were a bit surprising.  

We are very grateful for the support of growers that host 
test sites and seed sponsors. Without them, we could not bring 
these results to you.

FIRST field tests are designed to provide reliable yield data 
to supplement other data sources. Seed companies are invited 
to sponsor products in FIRST regions. FIRST actively pur-
sues participation from large and small seed companies alike. 
If your seed supplier is not active in FIRST, encourage their 
participation so you can benefit from the credibility of inde-
pendent testing.

FIRST field managers’ package sponsors supplied seed and 
plant them into volunteer farmer member fields. To deliver 
quality, meaningful yield results with real-world application, 
farmer members use the same agronomic inputs and produc-
tion practices on the test area as typical for their farm.

FIRST testing regions provide similarity by geography and 
crop maturity. Within each region there are six corn grain and 
four soybean test sites. All seed products entered in a region 
are planted at each of six corn or four soybean locations 
within the region.

Products at each location are replicated three times per test, 
randomized and grouped in blocks from front to back and 

side to side providing more precision in yield measurements.  
Plots are typically 10 feet wide by 45 feet in length.  At harvest, 
the center 2 corn rows and all soybean rows are used to mea-
sure grain yield and moisture. Product grain yields are calcu-
lated, averaged across 3 replications and statistically analyzed 
to determine Least Significant Difference (LSD).  

The Harvest Reports presented in this publication show the 
Top 30 ranked products for gross income sorted by yield. In 
every report, FIRST managers provide Test Comments, a 
summary of growing conditions that may offer insight to seed 
product performance observed at that location. If yield data 
quality is deemed statistically invalid and too variable to draw 
conclusions, “Data Rejected” is stamped across the data table.

FIRST harvest results are provided through various media 
without compensation as a public service.  You can find addi-
tional information, including regional summaries, all products 
tested in a region, previous year results, and more at www.
firstseedtests.com. 

Regional summaries are designed to identify consistent 
high-yielding products across multiple locations. Product 
performance is averaged across all locations within a region. 
While local results are important, it’s also useful to compare 
results across a wide geography. Since it is unlikely to have 
the same growing conditions two seasons in a row, viewing 
performance results across multiple locations in a regional 
summary will identify high performing products under varied 
environments.

While test plot work is expensive, tedious, and time-consum-
ing, the benefit of having solid data from an unbiased, 3rd 
party is valuable for farmers to make informed decisions. 
Producers concerned with declining profit margins realize that 
producing more bushels is key for more profit. Before buying 
seed, utilize high quality unbiased yield information to make 
an informed decision on your acres. Among management 
decisions that influence yield, selecting the right seed product 
for your field is arguably the most critical decision farmers will 
make every year.                                                            TSN
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