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Future 
focused

Incoming Cattlewomen president focused 

on future generations, future of organization
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S
outh Dakota Cattlewomen’s incoming presi-
dent has her sights set on the future and 
future generations. 

Katrin Van Zandbergen, a Kennebec rancher, will 
be taking the reins from current president Lindy 
Harkin in 2023. 

Even with a leadership change, the mission of 
the organization will stay the same, promoting and 
educating the public about beef. 

It’s more important now than ever, members say.
“The world’s getting kind of crazy, so beef pro-

ducers, the industry council and legislators need 
to try to work together to try to do what’s best for 

the world and what we’re producing, the beef,” Van 
Zandbergen said. 

Raising cattle is her passion. It’s all she’s ever 
known, Van Zandbergen said. 

It’s a passion shared among all members of 
the South Dakota Cattlewomen. Their creed, as 
stated on the organization’s website, is: “Believing 
that the livestock industry is of basic impor-
tance to world existence, we, the South 
Dakota Cattlewomen: Dedicate ourselves 
to support it with our labor and finances; 
Promote it through information and pub-
licity; Encourage its producers with our 
understanding and love; Do all in our 
power to instill in the coming generation 
the love of the land and of life, the humil-

ity and awe before nature, and the hope and faith 
in the future that is inherent in cattlemen and 
cattlewomen.”

The final line of the creed about instilling a love 
of land and live in the coming generation, is some-
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Katrin Van Zandbergen checks cattle on her Kennebec Katrin Van Zandbergen checks cattle on her Kennebec 
ranch. The incoming South Dakota Cattlewomen ranch. The incoming South Dakota Cattlewomen 

president raies Angus and Maine Anjou.  president raies Angus and Maine Anjou.  
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