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I 
don’t play the lottery 
and don’t frequent 
casinos, but if I were a 

betting man I’d lay odds 
that sometime in the next 
few years I will be involved 
in a deer-vehicle collision.

Regular readers of this 
column will recall that I 
prefer hunting deer in the 
woods, but unfortunately 
I’ve harvested a few on 
the road. My tally in more 
than 43 years of driving 
was four deer fatalities, a 
few hard hits, some bumps 
and quite a few close calls. 
That’s what you expect if 
you drive enough in Wis-
consin, where State Farm 
Insurance says drivers 
have a one in 57 chance of 
hitting a deer. Because I’ve 
driven more than a million 
miles by my estimate, my 
odds increase.

I certainly didn’t have 
a goal of becoming a deer 
ace, but that’s what hap-
pened recently when I 
had deer fatality No. 5. I 
was taking my mother to 
a doctor appointment at 
6:15 a.m. when a deer ran 
in front of the car.

All fi ve of my deer-fa-
tal hits occurred when a 
deer running at full speed 
jumped out in front of the 
vehicle at a perpendicular 
angle. Those are the deer 
we don’t see until the last 
second, giving a person no 
chance to stop. Swerving 
at faster speeds is never a 
good idea because that’s 
when one can lose control 
of the vehicle and make 
things worse.

I’m certainly not in se-
lect company. There are 
about 20,000 deer killed 
annually by vehicles in 
Wisconsin, where the deer 
population is in the neigh-
borhood of 1.5 million. 
Several-hundred drivers 
or passengers are injured, 
and there are a few human 
fatalities – especially for 
motorcycle drivers. Na-
tionally there are 1.5 mil-
lion deer crashes per year 
with more than 10,000 
injuries and 175 to 200 fa-
talities.

Mom and I were both 
uninjured. My closest 
call to being potentially 
injured was in 2007 when 
I struck a large buck that 
fl ew up and over the car 
– putting a dent in the 
roof – and landing in the 
highway behind me. I ex-
pected to see a dead deer 
in the road when I pulled 
over but he had enough 
momentum to run off  into 
the woods. I was lucky he 
didn’t take out my wind-
shield and join me inside 
the car.

The latest accident took 
out the left front of our 
car, bending the hood. It 
wiped out the entire left 
front and obliterated the 
headlight. It was a hard 

hit but the airbags did not 
deploy. I dragged plastic 
body parts on the road 
while taking my mother 
home; I pulled them off  
when there was some day-
light.

After I notifi ed county 
authorities – the deer 
was lying dead in the 
road and needed to be re-
moved – they sent me an 
email with a link to a state 
accident report. I then 
notifi ed my insurance 
company.

State law says you need 
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A deer crash caused more than $6,000 in damage to Chris Hardie’s car. The insurance company says it’s not worth that much 
so it’s a total wreck.
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Compeer Financial’s

Fund for Rural America

has awarded MORE for

Agriculture Grants to the

Kankakee County Soil

&Water Conservation

District (SWCD) and

the Sustainable Farming

Association (SFA). Each

organization received

approximately $50,000 in

funding.

The MORE for Agriculture

Grant, now in its fourth

year, supports innovative

programs that encompass

four qualities:

Mission: Aligns with

the mission of Compeer

Financial, enriches

agriculture and rural

communities

Opportunity: Provides a

new opportunity for clients

or future clients, fills a

known void in agricultural

and rural markets, is a new

and innovative project

Replication: Can be

replicated by others to

serve different geographic

areas, with the ability for

future collaboration

Evolution: Evolves over

time to create a better

future for agriculture and

rural America

Kankakee SWCD will

use the grant to fund a

soil sensor project. SFA

will establish a grazing

management research

project that explores the

use of virtual fencing.

The Fund for Rural America

offers grants throughout

the year to schools, farmers

markets, emergency

responders and more. Visit

compeer.com/giving-back

to learn more.
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At Compeer Financial, we’re defined by you — your hopes for the future as well as your needs

today. When it comes to crop insurance, deciding on the right coverage starts with having the

right data. With our team by your side, you get access to extensive data compiled specifically for

your farm. So you get customized, comprehensive coverage options that meet your goals.
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