
If being a member of a small-
town volunteer fi re and rescue 
company means anything, it not 
only means you have to be ready 
for anything, it also means you 
have to be ready for anything 
that’s happening to somebody 
you know.

And when they say any-
thing, they mean anything. Fire 
departments are the fi rst people 
called not just in house fi res or 
car accidents, they also respond 
to natural disasters, hazardous 
material situations, grain bin 
accidents,whatever,  anytime 
they’re called, 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.

They also get called to help 
out neighboring departments. 
For example Tekamah’s fi re 
company was called to provide 
mutual aid for a house fi re south-
west of Herman recently.

Local fi remen also answered 
a call to help their brethren in 
North Bend this spring when 
fl ooding along the Platte River 
had fi refi ghters from that com-
munity on duty around the clock 
for three straight days.

For their eff orts so far from 
home, the Tekamah department 
was one of two in the state to 
receive a President’s Award of 
Excellence from the Nebraska 
State Volunteer Firefi ghters As-
sociation.

But its not always so glamor-
ous.

Most of the time it comes 
down to doing what needs done, 

regardless of the circumstances.
For example, roughly fi ve 

years ago the rescue squad was 
needed at a farmstead west of 
Tekamah along Highway 32 
where a tractor had fl ipped over 
onto an area resident.

The resident was Jake Ras-
mussen, known locally for his 
extreme height, towering well 
over seven feet tall.

Because it was a tractor ac-
cident, the department almost 
immediately requested help from 
an air ambulance.

“They didn’t know how they 
were going to fi t me into the 
helicopter,” Rasmussen recalled 
last week. “They thought they 
might have to call Off ut (Air 
Force Base in Bellevue) to get a 
big enough helicopter.”

A number of phone calls were 
made throughout the network of 
the fi re and rescue community. 
Eventually, provision were made 
with the Nebraska Air National 
Guard in case drastic measure 
were needed.

They weren’t, but barely.
A landing pad was made in a 

CRP fi eld about 100 yards north 
of where he’d been working. 
Rasmussen said local crews 
didn’t want to move him far due 
to the nature of his injuries.

They didn’t want to make 
anything worse by moving him a 
good distance over rough terrain.

It was hard enough getting 
him into an ambulance, let alone 
a helicopter.

“They had to leave the two 
back doors on the squad open,” 
Rasmussen said.

Once at the helicopter, re-
sponders found they could get 
him in a typical air ambulance, 
but he had to be loaded back-
wards—feet fi rst.

“There was about a half-inch 
between my feet and the wind-
shield,” Rasmussen said. “Usu-
ally a pilot can look over and see 
a face. He saw my feet.”

As it turned out, Rasmussen 
came through his experience just 
fi ne.

Unlike most who receive 
service, he also was able to lend 
a hand during a diff erent rescue 
call.

About 14 months ago, an 
Omaha woman was killed in a 
two-vehicle accident north of 
Tekamah at the Silver Creek 
bridge along Highway 75.

The accident backed up traffi  c 
along the busy highway. Among 
those caught up in the gridlock 
was Rasmussen.

The woman’s car came to rest 
at the bottom of a deep, steep 
ditch.

“You couldn’t even see the car 
from the highway,” Rasmussen 
said.

The way it landed made it im-
possible for responders to check 
her condition. They simply 
couldn’t reach her.

Rasmussen said a county 
roads employee knew he was 
among those waiting and sug-
gested to rescue personnel that 
Rasmussen might be of service.

“They asked me because I had 
long enough arms to reach her,” 
he said. “I knew squads were 
coming and there was nothing 
else I could do, so I left; but I 
was happy to do what I could.”

That’s the story of fi re and 
rescue personnel—they do what 
they can, whenever they can, 
regardless of the conditions or 
circumstances.

And they’ve been doing it lo-
cally for a long time.

The Tekamah department was 
founded in 1891 when a group of 
city businessmen got together to 
discuss fi re protection for their 
growing town.

Although fi refi ghting appara-
tus and techniques have changed 
drastically over the last 128 
years, one thing has not. Firemen 
remain on the ready to protect 
life and property around the 
clock, every day of the year.
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We proudly support our
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rescue squad!
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Connealy Insurance

A big thank you to all of our local
rescue squads and
�re departments!
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Max Christensen

Locally Owned and Operated to Serve
Burt County and Surrounding Area

We appreciate you for all you do!

402-380-1800
ChristensenElectricLLC.com

Being a fi reman 
means being ready, 
adapting to the need
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