
As real personal consumption expenditures on nondurable goods continued to rise through the 

final quarter of 2017 and into the first two quarters of 2018, monthly food use correspondingly 

remained higher than for the previous year, ultimately lifting the aggregate figure to 964.4 million 

bushels. Based on income and consumption forecasts from the U.S. Bureau of Economic 
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Boosted by record yield outlooks for other spring wheat in Idaho and Montana, the U.S. other 

spring wheat yield remains record-high and is up 6.6 bushel per acre from the 2017 estimate. 

The current other spring wheat forecast is the third-highest on record at 614 million bushels. 

The next objective survey of the spring wheat crop will be reported in the September 28 USDA, 

NASS Small Grains Summary report.  

Durum wheat, which is largely grown in the same region where hard red spring wheat 

production is concentrated, likewise saw yields trimmed from July to August. At 39.9 bushels 

per acre, the 2018 durum yield forecast is 0.8 bushels below the July forecast but 14.2 bushels 

above last year’s drought-affected yield. Area harvested for grain is unchanged from last month, 

and production for 2018 is forecast at 73.4 million bushels.  

Wheat Food Use for 2018/19 Projected to Reach Record High 
Since August 2017, monthly wheat food use has been tracking ahead of 2016/17 volumes. With 

the release of the August 1 USDA, NASS Flour Milling Products report, the full picture of food 

use for the 2017/18 marketing year was made clear. In December 2017, monthly U.S. wheat 

food use surged (figure 3).  

Figure 3: Total monthly wheat food use, June-May: 2014/15-2018/19 1/
(1,000 bushels)

7 
Wheat Outlook, WHS-18h, August 14, 2018 

USDA, Economic Research Service 




