
Map 1: Change in U.S. winter wheat production, 2018 v. 2017

Source: USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service QuickStats database. 

Hard red winter (HRW) wheat production is up about 1 percent this month from the July 

forecast. Protein levels for the 2018 hard red winter wheat crop are much improved from the 

previous 2 years. Plains Grains, Inc. reports that average protein levels, at 12.5 percent based 

on 406 tested samples, are much improved from 2017 and compare to 11.4 percent for the 

2017 season (based on 488 samples tested).  

The August USDA, NASS forecast for soft red winter (SRW) wheat production was down 4 

percent from the July forecast and down 11 million bushels from the 2017 production estimate 

on sharply lower yields.  Aggregate white wheat production is forecast to rise slightly, up about 

5 million bushels from 2017, exclusively on expanded production of soft white winter (SWW) 

wheat. Production of SWW is forecast to rise more than 8 million bushels (year-to-year) on 

greater harvested area in the key Pacific Northwest growing region.  
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