THEIPCACUTE FOOD INSECURITY SCALE

The IPC Acute Food Insecurity scale has become the global standard
for the classification of acute food insecurity. It is used principally
to inform decisions on resource allocation and programming
globally and within countries, especially for countries experiencing
recurrent or protracted food crises.

Fig. 1: The IPC Acute Food Insecurity Scale

None/Minimal (IPC Phase 1)

Households are able to meet essential
food and non-food needs without
engaging in atypical and unstainable
strategies to access food and income.

Stressed (IPC Phase 2)

Households have minimally adequate

food consumption but are unable to afford
some essential non-foodexpenditures
without engaging in stress-coping strategies.

Households either: B e 2

Have food consumption gaps Are marginally able to meet
that are reflected by high or minimum food needs but only by
above-usual acute malnutrition; depleting essential livelihood assets
or through crisis-coping strategies.

Emergency (IPC Phase 4)
Households either:
Have large food consumpti aps Are able to mitigate large food
which are reflected in ve ac consumption gaps but only by
malnutrition and ex mortality; employing emergency livelihood
. strategies and asset liquidation.

Catastrophe/ Famine (IPC Phase 5)

and/or

and mortality.




