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Beef Summit to highlight 
timely production, industry 
challenges

By Kacie McCarthy
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Beef producers, agricultural professionals, students and 
industry partners are invited to attend the 2026 Nebraska 
Beef Summit Dec. 9 at the Younes Convention Center in 
Kearney. 

This year's summit will be held in conjunction with the 
Nebraska Cattlemen Convention and Trade Show, bringing 
together producers, researchers and industry leaders 
to discuss challenges and opportunities facing the beef 
industry.

Organized by University of Nebraska–Lincoln 
students, the summit will feature university specialists, 
veterinarians, economists and industry representatives 
addressing topics across the beef supply chain, including 
herd rebuilding, heifer-retention economics, cattle health, 
carcass value and international beef demand.

Two featured afternoon presentations will examine 
trends infl uencing the beef industry's future. Ty Lawrence, 
professor of animal science and director of the Beef 
Carcass Research Center at West Texas A&M University, 
will present "Where Does the Growth Stop? Strategic 
Insights into the Trend of Continually Heavier Finishing 
Weights." Dan Halstrom, president and CEO of the U.S. 
Meat Export Federation, will discuss "Why Exports Are 
Critical for the U.S. Beef Supply Chain."

With producers evaluating opportunities for herd 
expansion, the summit will also address heifer 
development and retention decisions. Shelby Rosasco, 
assistant professor and Extension beef specialist at 
the University of Wyoming, will present "Positioned for 
Expansion: Heifer Development Strategies for Improved 
Retention." Tyler W. Cozzens of the Livestock Marketing 
Information Center will follow with an economic and 
market outlook for heifer retention.

Additional sessions will explore autonomous feed 
trucks, heart failure risk in beef cattle, mineral programs, 
Beef Quality Assurance, generational transition planning, 
bovine theileriosis and the Asian longhorned tick.

Registration and networking will begin at 8 a.m., 
with presentations starting at 8:15 a.m. The summit is 
scheduled to conclude at approximately 5:15 p.m.

Registration is coordinated through Nebraska 
Cattlemen. The complete agenda, registration information 
and sponsorship opportunities are available at go.unl.
edu/beefsummit.

For more information, contact Kacie McCarthy at 402-
472-6074 or kacie.mccarthy@unl.edu.

Nebraska Extension photo by Anna Kobza
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A Sandhills Ranch Internship program participant moves cattle. 

Seeking summer ranch interns
The Sandhills Task Force is accepting applications for the its fi fth season of the 

Sandhills Ranch Internship program, and the organization is bringing back the 
apprenticeship program for its second season.

The Sandhills Task Force partners with several skilled ranchers in the Nebraska 
Sandhills to offer this opportunity. These ranch programs provide a unique chance to 
gain hands-on experience, develop valuable skills, and build meaningful relationships. 
Candidates should be passionate about agriculture, have a strong interest in ranching, 
cattle production, and land management, and be eager to learn.

The ranch internship is a paid, three-month, summer-long position. The ranch 
apprenticeship is a nine-month paid position running from March through November. 
All positions include housing, partial board and additional paid-for educational 
opportunities. 

The deadline to apply is Jan. 5, 2027.
To learn more and to apply, visit www.sandhillstaskforce.org or contact KyLee at 

kylee@sandhillstaskforce.org or 308-340-2781.

Kansas Livestock convention 
to offer timely insights

The decisions livestock producers make today can have lasting effects on their 
operations, from how they respond to rural development pressures to how they meet 
changing consumer expectations and manage market uncertainty. 

The 2026 Kansas Livestock Association (KLA) Convention and Expo will offer timely 
information and expert perspectives on these issues and more for ranchers, cattle 
feeders, dairy farmers and other industry stakeholders planning to be at the Hilton 
Garden Inn and Convention Center in Manhattan Nov. 18-20. 

The event will start Wednesday afternoon with the new KLA Branding Party, a 
fundraiser for the Kansas Livestock Foundation (KLF) Scholarship Program. For 
a $250 donation, members can burn their brand into a wooden plank that will be 
displayed in the KLA offi ce in Topeka. All proceeds will benefi t youth in agriculture 
through KLF’s scholarship fund. The come-and-go party will run from 2-6 p.m.

Later that evening, convention attendees can enjoy the Cattlemen’s Banquet. 
Longtime KLA members will be honored, scholarship recipients recognized, and a live 
auction will be held to benefi t the KLA Political Action Committee, KLF and Ranchland 
Trust of Kansas. 

Tim the Dairy Farmer, a Florida dairyman and stand-up comedian known for his 
humor about agriculture and rural life, will round out the evening. He performs at 
agricultural events, comedy clubs and festivals across North America and can be heard 
on SiriusXM. 

Thursday morning’s Beef Industry University will focus on data center 
development and its implications for rural communities. Speakers Robin Roberts 
and Autumn Lankford Higgins will discuss the factors driving data center expansion 
and considerations for livestock producers when projects are proposed in their 
communities, including utility usage, zoning regulations and noise levels. 

Roberts grew up in rural Kansas and owns Central Power Systems & Services, 
which he acquired in 2015. Higgins joined the American Farm Bureau Federation in 
2025 as director of government affairs, focusing on agricultural policy issues involving 
technology and rural development.

The Kansas Beef Council’s (KBC) Consumer Trends Forum will take place Thursday 
afternoon. KBC staff members Scott Stebner, Abby Heidari and Hailey Gilbreath will 
examine how social media, health professionals and educators infl uence consumer 
perceptions of beef, nutrition and cooking. They also will discuss how KBC uses 
marketing and educational programs to build demand for beef. 

The convention will conclude Friday with the membership breakfast. CattleFax 
Chief Executive Offi cer Randy Blach will provide a cattle market outlook addressing 
historically high cattle prices, tight supplies and ongoing market uncertainty. 

A complete schedule, hotel information, and both online and printable registration 
forms are available at www.kla.org under Events & Meetings. Those preferring to 
register by phone can call KLA at 785-273-5115. All livestock producers and industry 
stakeholders are welcome to attend the convention and expo.  

Ranch Legacy workshop in Chadron set for Dec. 8
As Nebraska agriculture faces one of the largest 

generational transfers of land and assets in history, 
the importance of proactive succession planning 
continues to grow. 

The Nebraska Grazing Lands Coalition (NGLC) is 
hosting a Farm and Ranch Legacy Workshop Dec. 8 
in Chadron, an educational event to help producers 
navigate the transition of agricultural operations to the 
next generation.

Experts estimate that nearly 70% of U.S. farmland 
and ranchland will change hands within the next 20 
years, underscoring the need for families to begin 
conversations early and plan intentionally.

“The future of Nebraska’s grazing lands depends 
on the families who care for them,” said Angela 
Redman, assistant director of the Nebraska Grazing 
Lands Coalition. “This workshop provides producers 
with the knowledge and resources to start important 
conversations and take meaningful steps toward

securing their family’s legacy.”
The workshop is open to producers at any stage of 

the planning process and will provide information on 
transition tools that can help families protect their 

operations, preserve relationships and plan for the 
future.

To begin the day, NGLC will host a Coffee Hour from 
9-10 a.m., where producers can visit with local, state, 
and federal agencies that offer programs and services 
supporting Nebraska’s agricultural operations. Coffee 
and a light breakfast will be served, giving attendees 
an opportunity to connect, ask questions and learn 
about resources available to them before the workshop 
begins.

During the workshop, participants will hear from ag 
attorney Pamela Epp Olsen on the mechanics of estate 
and generational transition planning. A producer panel 
will also share fi rsthand experiences, lessons learned, 
and approaches that helped, or hindered their own 
transition planning efforts.

NGLC offers scholarships for producers to attend 
the Farm & Ranch Legacy Workshop. Additional 
scholarships are available to help offset costs 
associated with legacy planning.

For more information about the Chadron workshop, 
scholarship opportunities, or registration, visit

www.nebraskagrazinglands.org

Grazing downed corn
By Ben Beckman, Nebraska Extension

With corn harvest wrapping up, some fi elds have more 
grain left behind than normal. Stalk rots, wind damage, and 
lodging can leave dropped ears or missed corn that cattle 
will fi nd quickly. Too much grain at once, though, can cause 
acidosis, or grain overload.

Before turnout, estimate what's out there. In fi elds with 30-
inch rows, count dropped ears in three separate 100-foot row 
lengths, add them together, and divide by two to get bushels 
per acre. Thirty ears would mean roughly fi fteen bushels per 
acre. Repeat this in several locations, and watch for shelled 
grain and lodged ears cattle can reach, since the ear count 
may miss those.

Once you're above eight to ten bushels per acre, additional 
precautions are needed. Cattle familiar with cornstalk grazing 
often seek out grain fi rst, so getting them adapted before 
turnout is important. Start with two to three pounds of corn 
per head daily, increasing gradually to ten to twelve pounds 
over seven to ten days. Turn cattle out full, with good quality 
hay or other roughage available. From there, use temporary 
fence to control access to downed grain rather than turning 
cattle into the entire fi eld. At fi fteen bushels per acre, for 
example, limiting 100 cows to about 1.2 acres per day would 
provide access to roughly ten pounds of corn per cow.



• IN THE FIELD  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  MIDWEST MESSENGER   |   NOVEMBER 13, 2026   |   PAGE 13

Vermilion Ranch
Pat Goggins Family

Bob Cook - Records & Sales
Cell: 406-670-0078
Jeff Mosher - Vermilion North
Brandon Mosher - Pryor Creek

Jake Kading - Herdsman
Cell: 406-672-5844
Will Ecord - Diamond Ring

PO Box 30758
Billings, MT 59107
Email: bcook@cattleplus.com
www.vermilionranch.com

Vermilion Ranch
LIVESTOCK VIDEO AUC
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The
Best of Northern Cattle!

Sale broadcast and videos available online through Northern Livestock Video Auction
www.northernlivestockvideo.com

Follow Us

NOVEMBER 27-28, 2026
Public Auction Yards, Billings, MT

2,000 ANGUS
SELL

340 TOTAL PERFORMANCE BULLS
Bulls are genomic measured with and PAP tested at 6,000’.

170 Outstanding Fall Yearlings
170 Big, Stout Coming Two-Year-Olds

Fall bulls are the best of our Fall Breeding Program! Sired by Unified, Jameson, Long Teton, Riverside, Bedrock, Prosper
and top Vermilion Sires.

75 Spring-Calving Registered Cow Dispersion
Special Feature! All 2019 born registered Angus cows. Proven producers that all sell – no exceptions. Bred to

Win The Day, Cattle Call, Denali, EB Commodore, Validation, Irish Whiskey and Trail Boss.

80 April-Calving Registered Cow Dispersion
100 Registered Bred Heifers

Fall Performance Sale

Vermilion RanchVermilion Ranch

Selling Saturday, November 28 at 11:00 AM

Selling Friday, November 27 at 1:00 PM

1,200 Fancy Commercial Angus Bred Heifers
One-Iron – Montana’s Best. Bred to Circle L Unified and Vermilion Irish Whiskey, followed up by top performing

Vermilion bulls. Bred to calve in February and March 2027.

100 Commercial Cow Dispersion
All 2019 born Commercial Angus Cows from the Diamond Ring Ranch to calve in April 2027.

LOT 35:LOT 35: Vermilion Unified N815Vermilion Unified N815

AAA 21467098

DOB: 8-28-25 Sire: Circle L Unified MGS: Casino Bomber

CED -3 BEPD +4.3 WEPD +100 YEPD+149 MILK +26

SC +1.29 MARB +.73 RE +1.00 $M+136 $C +373

LOT 104:LOT 104: Vermilion Prosper N837Vermilion Prosper N837

AAA 21467114

DOB: 8-12-25 Sire: Ellingson Prosper MGS: Casino Bomber

CED +16 BEPD -.1 WEPD +90 YEPD+151 MILK +22

SC +1.29 MARB +.69 RE +.96 $M+100 $C +341

LOT 170:LOT 170: Vermilion Riverside N515Vermilion Riverside N515

AAA 21312741

DOB: 2-15-25 Sire: Vermilion Riverside MGS: Myers Fair-N-Square M39

CED +8 BEPD +1.1 WEPD +91 YEPD +156 MILK +24

SC +.78 MARB +.39 RE +.81 $M+94 $C +278

LOT 331:LOT 331: Vermilion Eulima 9270Vermilion Eulima 9270

AAA 19508416

Sire: Casino Bomber MGS: Connealy Countdown

Progeny RatiosWR 107 –YW 109. AI: Long Teton 5/29 carrying a

bull. Maternal sister to Vermilion Riverside’s dam.

The coffee shop is also mobile. “The 
Garden on Wheels” travels to the Burwell 
Rodeo, Merna Heritage Day, Broken 
Bow’s farmers market, town celebrations 
and county fairs, as well as 16 years at 
Grand Island as a Nebraska State Fair 
vendor. 

Most of the year, the on-farm 
storefront and diner is open only on 
Fridays and Saturdays. It opens daily 

the entire month of 
May because of the 
greenhouse, said 
Safranek. 

With the holidays 
fast approaching, 
The Secret Garden 
is gearing up for 
extended seasonal 
hours. Holiday 
shoppers are invited 
to come any day of 
the week from Black 
Friday (the day after 
Thanksgiving) through 
Christmas Eve. 

In addition, 85-
90% of the in-store 
inventory can also 
be purchased online. 
Safranek mentioned 
that many gift 
items and cards are 
Christian based, 
saying, “It’s my way 
of spreading God’s 
word.”

While perusing 
for the perfect gift at 

The Secret Garden, don’t forget to treat 
yourself with a steaming cup of cocoa or 
freshly baked cranberry scone. 

“You can have a frappe, hot latte, 
smoothie or food any time I’m open,” 
Safranek said. 

Reporter Kristen Sindelar has loved 
agriculture her entire life, coming from a 
diversifi ed farm with three generations 
working side-by-side in northeastern 
Nebraska. Reach her at Kristen.Sindelar@
midwestmessenger.com.  

COFFEE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Submitted photo 

The Garden on Wheels travels around the countryside serving up homemade goodies and thirst-
quenching drinks. 

The Secret Garden Location and Hours 
Located 2 ¼ miles west of Merna on Highway 92 and a 

half mile north at 80445 Road 431, Merna, NE 68856
Phone: 308-643-9250
Storefront Hours: (Diff erent in May and December)
 Fridays 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 Saturdays 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
May Hours (May 1-31):
 Monday through Friday 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 Sunday 1-4 p.m.
Holiday Hours (Nov 27-Dec 24):
 Monday through Friday 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 Sunday 1-4 p.m.
 Dec. 25-31 Storefront Closed
thesecretgardenonline.com
Facebook: /The-Secret-Garden-100057505455458 
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