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Sweetwater downtown a view of history

The City of Sweetwater is celebrating
its 150th anniversary this year, with some
of the focus on the variety of changes and
advancements that have occurred in the
city.

Despite celebrating their growth, the
City of Sweetwater can also celebrate how
much history has remained the same.

The city’s historic downtown area has
managed to maintain its historic appear- P [ T
ance throughout the years, providing visi- HOM OWN ¥
tors and residents alike the unique ability ( ’ ‘
to see the town in a similar way to how
it was originally built while still enjoying
modern amenities.

“Isaac Lenoir was the founder of
Sweetwater. Lenoir City was founded
by his family, so that is kind of our sis-
ter city,” Sweetwater City Administrator
Jessica Morgan said. “He began to sell lots
between the railroad and creek area and
that is exactly how the downtown area got
started.”

From there, things started to take off
for the infant city as a governing body
was formed along with facilities.

“City government started patrolling
it, they created a volunteer fire depart-
ment and it continued to grow until
1875 where it was actually incorporated
as a city,” Morgan stated. “Now, a lot of
the same buildings are still standing.
The older generation will still call the
Scruggs building the new block ... we
have a lot of history in the downtown
area and maintaining that historic
appearance is one of our proudest
accomplishments.”

Morgan stated that goal continued
even with certain restoration projects.

“When we rebuilt the depot in 2013 or
2014 we had modeled it after the origi-
nal depot that was in town,” she noted.
“That depot was involved in a civil war
skirmish, so we have a lot of that history
down there as well. We are on the Civil
War trail as being a strategic supply point
and that was why they burned the depot.”

One of the more locally famous loca-
tions in town that was around during the
Civil War era was the Biggs House.

“A lot of our buildings were built in the
early 1900s,” she expressed. “We also have
a lot of buildings that were built in the
1800s but a lot of early 1900s buildings
are still being used as businesses today.

She believes the city has been able to
maintain its historic appearance due to
the diligence of the downtown business
owners.

”

“People in our town have understood shopping local and understanding the Throughout the years, the downtown
that in order for people to have the fund-  importance of us having downtown businesses have passed through a variety
ing to keep up the old buildings they events has helped keep our character of hands, with some being passed down
will have to have thriving businesses alive and allows our heritage to continue  to family members while others have sold

in them,” she said. “I think our citizens to grow.” to other entities.
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Biggs House, Mayes Avenue
historic attractions for Sweetwater

The Biggs House is
one of the most iconic
buildings in the City
of Sweetwater as well
as one of the oldest
features in the town.

According to
Sweetwater City
Administrator Jessica
Morgan, the Biggs
House was acquired
by the city a few years
ago after it was donat-
ed to the city.

“The city intends
to refurbish the build-
ing,” Morgan said. “We
have a mason work-
ing on it now to try
to repair the historic
brick and then we will
be looking at roofing
and infrastructure as
far as power and water
goes.”

Morgan stated that
the Biggs House is
the oldest standing
building in the City of
Sweetwater that offi-
cials are aware of.

“One of our plans
is to get it put on the
National Historic
Registry after we
finish the masonry
repairs,” she noted.
“Doing that will help
us in seeking grant
funding for the build-
ing.”

Another historical
location for the City of
Sweetwater is Mayes
Avenue, which also
contains a historic
building that was
recently placed on
the National Historic
Registry.

“There are several
homes on that road as
well that have some
very unique archi-
tecture and have had
some pretty signifi-
cant historic events

happen,” Morgan said.

“For us, Mayes Avenue
is kind of a gathering
place. It is a quint-
essential American
neighborhood
because it has beau-
tiful yards, beautiful
landscaping, big old
trees, historic homes
and neighbors still go
out and speak to each
other.”

The popularity of
Mayes Avenue even
provides unique expe-
riences for the holi-
days.

Special to The Advocate & Democrat
The Biggs House in Sweetwater, one of the town’s oldest standing homes, was once occupied by two of
Sweetwater’s early pioneers--Isabella Rankin and her husband, Alexander Biggs.

“Halloween on
Mayes Avenue is on
a whole other level,”
Morgan expressed.
“Before anybody
buys a house on
Mayes Avenue they
have to know about
Halloween because
they will basically be
inundated with thou-
sands of people every
year on Halloween.”

The homeowners
on Mayes Avenue also
take pride in their
historic homes and do
their best to maintain
their properties.

“They put a lot of
work and effort into
preserving those his-
toric homes including
the trees and land-
scaping,” she stated.

Originally, Mayes
Avenue was a part of
the Main Street area,
however it was split
off due to the arrival
of Highway 411.

“That was kind of
the main drag in town
hundreds of years ago
and you can kind of
see that reflected in
traffic patterns that
are there,” Morgan
noted. “That is our
primary section of the
historic zoning district
so the people that own
homes there or buy
homes there have an
interest in preserving
those historic homes
and we are grateful for
what they contribute
to the communities
history and heritage.”
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Sweetwater’s union with I-75 has
proven critical to town’s history

The creation
of Interstate 75
brought tremen-
dous impact to
both the City of
Sweetwater and
the Monroe County
area.

Completed in
December of 1974,
Interstate 75 (I-75)
spans Monroe
County solely
through two exits
that connect to the
City of Sweetwater.

“Luckily, our
local officials
at the time had
enough foresight
to go and lobby for
two exits instead
of just one,” said
Sweetwater City
Administrator
Jessica Morgan.
“It’s lead to the
development of gas
stations, restau-
rants and now we
have industry near
the interstate with
plans to add to that
in the future, so
having 1-75 come
by Sweetwater
has had a huge
impact.”

The country is
nearing the 70th
anniversary of
the creation of
the interstate sys-
tem as, according
to the State of
Tennessee, it was
created through
legislation by U.S.
Sen. Albert Gore
Sr. of Tennessee
and Congressman
George Fallon of
Maryland.

The series
of roads were
termed the
“National System
of Interstate and
Defense Highways”
at the item, with

the state noting
they were often
referred to as the
Fallon-Gore Act.

I-75 through
Tennessee stretch-
es north to south
along the entire
state, including the
portion in Monroe
County.

According to
The Advocate &
Democrat’s pre-
decessor, The
Sweetwater Valley
News, in the
Thursday, Dec.

19, 1975 edition,
the final portion
of I-75 was set to
be completed on
Dec. 20, 1974 after
it began in June

of 1971. The total
cost, according to
the paper, was $36
million.

The portion
through Monroe
County was termed
a “vital link”
because of the
traffic it would pull
from Highway 11.

The completion
was celebrated
with ceremonies
attended by then-
Gov. Winfield
Dunn.

Another benefit
from the interstate
is the ability to
bring more tour-
ists to not only
Sweetwater but
to the rest of the
county as well.

Unfortunately,
though the inter-
state does bring in
new opportunities
for positive change
to both the City of
Sweetwater and to
the Monroe County
area, it can also
bring in issues as
well.

“There are times
when we will have
police calls that
are specifically
about people who
may not be in the
best shape that
just happened to
wander off of the
interstate,” Morgan
noted. “We do have
some hot spots,
but the governor’s
new Violent Crime
Intervention Fund
actually gave us a
significant grant
this year to try and
combat some of
those issues.”

Moving back
to the positive
impacts of the
interstate, Morgan
noted that the City
of Sweetwater has
been blessed by
the activity of the
roadway:.

“A lot of cities
have trouble when
an interstate comes
through because
their more minor
highways struggle
with businesses
and their Main
Streets die,” she
noted. “We've been
lucky to combat
that and have
a thriving main
street and you can
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For 155 vears, the White family has hand crafted quality stone
products. John Alexander White founded White's Marble
Works in 1870 with a desire to provide for his community.

What started as a small marble headstone company, has
become a multimillion dollar corporation. White's has
become one of East Tennessee’s leaders in custom

countertops while still crafting one of a kind stones at our
monument division lead by our VP, Allen White.

Our CEO, Matt White heads the countertop division
alongside his daughter Rristen Locklear in Sweetwater, TN.
For 7 generations, White's has continued to provide clients
with a high-quality experience.

Every project is sold, measured. fabricated, and installed by a
White's team member. 3D laser technology allows White's to
measure with accuracy. Fabrication takes place in our
20,000 square foot facility, housed with state of the art
machines. Our installation teams are headed by crew leaders
with over a decade of experience in the field.

Visit our Sweetwater location to view granite, quartz, marble
& quartzite slabs for yvour next project. The continued
growth of our company has allowed us to expand our reach
and open a second showroom on Topside Road in Louisville!

We arc forever cager to create a space for you like no other.

Phone: (423) 337 2138 113 Tech Dr, Sweetwater, TN 37874 whitesmarbleworks.com
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Man who cast deciding 19th Amendment
vote has strong ties to Monroe County

TYLER BOYD

Contributor

In 1927, a 22-year-old
Cumberland University law
school graduate named
Winfred Earl Michael began
his first job as an attorney in
Sweetwater.

Michael was raised in
northern McMinn County on
a farm between Sweetwater
and Niota. He was the junior
partner in a new law firm:
Burn and Michael, Attorneys.
His partner was Harry Thomas
Burn, a native of Niota.

Harry T. Burn was a local
hero who had made nation-
al headlines for his role in
the ratification of the 19th
Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution. In August
1920, the Tennessee General
Assembly convened for an
“extraordinary” session
to take action on the 19th
Amendment.

If it were ratified, it
would enfranchise millions
of American women. The
U.S. Congress proposed the
amendment in June 1919. The
amendment only needed one
more state (3/4 of the then
48 states) to become nation-
al law. The ability to vote of
millions of women across the
country were in the hands of
Tennessee’s state legislators.

Burn was the oldest of
four children born to James
Lafayette “Jim” Burn and Febb
Ensminger Burn. The family
lived on the corner of Main
Street and Burn Road (the
home no longer stands and is
now the site of the fellowship
hall of the First Baptist Church
of Niota).

Jim Burn was the station-
master at the Niota Depot
and Febb Burn, who had
worked as a teacher, ran the
household. By 1918, Harry
Burn’s sister Sara and father
Jim had passed away. A week
before his 23rd birthday, he
won election as a Republican
to represent McMinn
County in the state House of

Representatives. During this
session, Burn voted for the
“limited suffrage” bill that
became law in April 1919.

This bill recognized the
right for women to vote in
Tennessee’s municipal and
presidential elections.

When Burn left for the
extraordinary session in
August 1920, he had planned
to vote to ratify the 19th
Amendment. Upon his arrival
in Nashville, both pro- and
anti-suffrage forces attempt-
ed to influence his vote. He
received telegrams from his
constituents back home in
McMinn County misleading
him about the district’s stance
on woman suffrage.

One telegram claimed that
“over 90%” of the people in
the district opposed suffrage.
Despite the fact that national
political figures wrote to him
urging him to vote yes, Burn
faced immense pressure from
politicians in Nashville that
threatened to end his political
career if he voted for suffrage.

A few days into the extraor-
dinary session, Burn appeared
to have moved over to the
anti-suffrage side. His move
terrified the suffragists who
had worked so hard to get the
amendment proposed.

When approached by the
suffragists, Burn told them
that he could not “pledge”
himself at the moment, but
promised that he would
“do nothing to hurt them.”
Unconvinced by his assur-
ance, the suffragists had lit-
tle faith he would help their
cause.

Although not a political
activist, Febb Burn had been
following the woman suffrage
campaign for years. When she
read the newspapers over the
weekend of Aug. 14-15, she
read a “bitter” speech given by
State Sen. Herschel Candler
(her own district’s senator and
her son’s mentor) blasting the
idea of women voting.

Taking a break from her

SEE BURN, Page 10

Republican Men:

Nominate this man from the “hills of East
Tennessee” and win with him in November
on his platform of honest, efficient and
economical government!

Republican Women:

This man’s vote in the Tennessee legisla-
ture in 1920 gave you the right to vote.
For bringing you political freedom he asks
no favors, but he solicits your support for
the principles for which he fights!

Republican Primary, August 7, 1930

Harry T. Burn

FOR GOVERNOR

Courtesy of the Burn family

Shown here is an ad for Harry T. Burn during his

run for governor.
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SEQUOYAH

BIRTHPLACE MUSEUM | VONORE, TN

Sequoyah gave his people an enduring gift: a writing system
so the “Cherokee Nation would live forever” Experience the
Cherokee through our brand new exhibits, videos, and gift shop.
Hike our Shoreline Trail and visit the Cherokee Memorial mound,
Blacksmith shop, and Dog Trot Cabin. We are Tennessee’s only
tribally-owned museum.

4, Open Mon.-Sat.: 9am-5pm & Sun.: 12-5pm.

- Adults are $5 - 12 and under are free

" We do have group rates, and other discounts.

e /423-884—6246 « www.sequoyahmuseum.org or follow on Facebook
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Fat Hat's 6Grill

Serious Burgers

Burgers

Hot Dogs
Sandwiches
Desserts
Breakfast Platters
Omelets
Pancakes

Serving Breakfast,
Lunch & Dinner!

Dine-In or Pick-Up

Daily Lunch Specials
Fish Fry Every Friday

411 Sweetwater-Vonore Road « Sweetwater

423-337-3686
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Continued from Page 8

daily farm work, she sat down in her “lit-
tle chair” on the front porch and wrote a
letter to her son. Having run out of ink,
she wrote the letter in pencil.

The most famous line of this now leg-
endary letter read: “Hurrah and vote for
suffrage and don’t keep them in doubt.

I noticed Chandler’s (sic) speech. It was
very bitter. I have been watching to see
how she stood, but have not seen any-
thing yet.”

Her other son Jack (my great-grand-
father) took the letter to the Niota Post
Office, addressed it in ink, and mailed it
to his brother Harry at the state capitol.

The timing of the arrival of this let-
ter in Nashville could not have been
more impeccable. On the morning of
Wednesday, Aug. 18, 1920, a House page
delivered the letter to Harry Burn on the
steps of the state capitol.

At 10 a.m., the state House of
Representatives convened. House
Speaker Seth Walker, who had recent-
ly betrayed the suffragists and joined
the side of the antis, called for a vote to
“table” the resolution to ratify the amend-
ment.

Walker and many of the state legisla-
tors wished to delay action on the resolu-
tion to avoid taking a stand on the issue.
After all, election day was less than three
months away.

Burn voted “aye” on the motion to
table the amendment. This resulted in a
48-48 tie. Walker called for another vote
to table the amendment. Once again, the
result was a 48-48 tie, with Burn voting
“aye.”

Burn believed in woman suffrage and
wanted to vote yes. He also wanted to
have a future in politics and thought that
his district was staunchly opposed to the
amendment.

The threats against his political career
were also on his mind. He was content to
delay action on the amendment until the
next regular legislative session in January
1921. He was not even sure he would be
reelected in November.

In his mind, tabling the amendment
seemed to be the most prudent course
of action.However, Walker’s next move
changed everything.

He thought he had the votes to kill the
amendment for good. He called for a vote
on the “merits” of the resolution to ratify.
A 48-48 tie would shoot the amendment
down in the state, maybe even in the
country.

Every other southern state had already
rejected the amendment. If Tennessee

voted it down, millions of American
women would not be able to vote in the
1920 general election and the amend-
ment’s momentum would have slowed
even more.

Burn had promised to not hurt the
cause of the suffragists. Taking his moth-
er’s advice, Burn voted “aye” on the “mer-
its” of the resolution to ratify the amend-
ment.

This broke the tie and the amendment
was ratified. It was pandemonium in the
state House chamber as the suffragists
celebrated their victory, 72 years in the
making.

Harry Burn did not arrive at this pivot-
al opportunity by himself. In 1848, when
his grandfather was growing up on a farm
in the Mount Harmony community in
McMinn County, Elizabeth Cady Stanton
led a group of hundreds of women at the
Seneca Falls Convention.

They demanded the right to vote and
stated: “all men and women are created
equal.” Stanton’s best friend was Susan
B. Anthony, a fellow social reformer and
suffragist. One year before Febb Burn
was born, Anthony voted illegally in the
1872 election and was later convicted in
court.

While Harry Burn worked as a rail-
roader, Alice Paul and Sue Shelton White
were jailed for protesting discrimination
against women in front of the White
House during World War 1.

Carrie Chapman Catt, president of
the National American Woman Suffrage
Association, worked for decades to orga-
nize lobbying campaigns and deliver
speeches helping to win the vote for
women across the country.

The culmination of the efforts of these
women resulted in Tennessee being able
to ratify the 19th Amendment. Harry
Burn was fortunate to be able to play a
small, but crucial role.

Despite what many books and news-
papers have printed over the years, Burn
was not chased by an angry mob of
anti-suffragists after casting his deciding
vote.

He fought back against accusations
of bribery and told his colleagues on the
house floor that “a mother’s advice is
always safest for a boy to follow.”

The story of Burn’s deciding vote was
reported on the front page of newspapers
across the country.

Few people know that Burn’s political
career did not end with his 1920 vote to
ratify the 19th Amendment. His political
career was just getting started.

After a close reelection in November
1920, Burn served a second term in the
state house.

Afterwards, he moved to nearby
Rockwood to practice law. In 1927, he
moved to Sweetwater to open up his own
firm with his junior partner: Winfred Earl
Michael, nicknamed “W.E.”

The second floor of the Scruggs
Building (New Block) housed Burn and
Michael’s law offices. They had a great
view of Main Street facing southwest.
Hunter’s Café is now located below their
former office space.

In 1930, at Michael’s urging, Burn
made an unsuccessful run for gover-
nor of Tennessee. Michael served as his
campaign manager and their law offices
served as campaign headquarters.

During the city’s struggles in the Great
Depression, Burn and Michael helped the
city restructure its debt. After a decade
practicing together, Burn and Michael
splitin 1936.

Harry Burn lived in a home on
McCaslin Avenue and later lived in a
room at the Hotel James Monroe before
he moved back to his antebellum Niota
home.

Burn married Ellen Cottrell in 1937 and
the couple raised their son, Harry T. Burn,
Jr., in the community. Ellen Burn briefly
taught in Madisonville and later taught
English at Sweetwater High School.

Burn once called Sweetwater “the best
small town in America.”

In 1948, Burn won election to the state
Senate in 1948, representing Monroe,
McMinn, Bradley and Polk counties.

Due to some of Burn’s local legislation,
he had a falling-out with W.E. Michael.
Michael vehemently opposed Burn’s bills
to ban the sale of beer in Sweetwater.
Burn also caused controversy over his
legislation to expand the city limits.

Burn secured successful legislation to
improve the highways and build a new
school in Sweetwater. After two terms in
the state Senate, Burn left Sweetwater to
work in Rockwood.

By the 1960s, Michael won election to
the state legislature and practiced law
with his late son, Van R. Michael, and
later with J. Reid Dixon.

An examination of Burn’s life and
career demonstrates that his impact
on the lives of his fellow Tennesseans
extends beyond his deciding vote to ratify
the 19th Amendment.

Burn remained active in state politics
until his death in 1977. He lies at rest in
the Niota City Cemetery.
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Over 35 Years of Service!

VALLEY OIL e SR

Monroe County

Small, Exotic and Farm Animal Services

Dr. Erica Murphy Dr. Phyllis Harrell
Dr. Angela Barry Dr. Bryan Beason
Dr. Michelle Espy  Dr. Chelsey Ward

Dr. Makayla Wiley

..fueling our region since 198

monroe-county-animal-hospital.com

116 Sands Road
Sweetwater, TN
423-337-7432

423-337-6671
www.valleyoilco.com

1236 Hl'fl'l-l.-‘..':l" 6
Sweetwater, TN 3

VONORE, TN

CONGRATULATIONS ON 150 YEARS! AS YOU REACH THIS INCREDIBLE MILESTONE WE CELEBRATE
YOUR RICH HISTORY. MAY SWEETWATER'S HERITAGE CONTINUE TO INSPIRE GENERATIONS TO COME!
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Pardue House receives OK for
final review

National Register

Special to The Advocate & Democrat
Shown here is a historic photo of the Pardue
house in Sweetwater.

One of the historic resi-
dences nestled within the
City of Sweetwater is swift-
ly completing the required
steps to becoming officially
recognized on the National
Register of Historic Places.

The James M. Pardue
house of the City of
Sweetwater was recent-
ly approved by the State
Review Board of the
Tennessee Historical
Commission to submit the
residence to the National
Park Service for final
review to be listed in the
national register.

The meeting took place
in Nashville on Jan. 24
where the Pardue house
stood as one of six nom-
inations presented to the

Historical Commission for
review.

The house was noted for
is architectural and local
significance, having been
built in 1896.

The property is current-
ly surrounded by residen-
tial buildings and sits at
the intersection of Price
Street and Morris Street.

During the meeting, it
was noted that the proper-
ty held two features, with
the first being the house
itself and the second being
a garage that was built in
the 1980s and is consid-
ered to be non-contribut-
ing to the proposal.

Looking back at the his-
tory of the house, the resi-
dence was originally made

Special to The Advocate & Democrat
Shown here is a present day view of the Pardue
house in Sweetwater.

to serve as a home for
James and Rebecca Pardue
in 1890 that featured
unique architecture.

The current owner,
Brent Miller, has owned
the house since 2012 and
has spent “significant”
efforts in the building’s
restoration.

Miller is known as
a local historian and
has served on the
city’s Historic Zoning
Commission with his work
on preserving this prop-
erty and researching its
history being what lead
to the house’s nomina-
tion, according to a news
release from the City of
Sweetwater.

The National Register

criteria was met and
certified in 2025 via an
extensive application. The
home is classified as an
“excellent example of Folk
Victorian architecture.”

The home itself was
designated as a contribut-
ing structure and has its
original Heart of Pine sid-
ing, an original chimney,
transom windows, wrap-
around porch, banisters
and bay windows, all of
which are historically sig-
nificant.

The board members
unanimously agreed to
pass the Pardue house to
the next phase, allowing
it to be presented to the
National Parks Service for
final review.
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Wood Village Senior Living Community

Congratulations
Sweewtater on 150
years!

Wood Village Senior
Living is proud to have
been a part of this great
community for 68 of
those years. Since our
beginning in 1957, we
have been serving the
heart of Sweetwater
and Monroe County.
Today we offer short
and long-term care,
along with a lively
social calendar, expe-
rienced caregivers and
exceptional services for
your individual needs
and levels of care. Our
residents feel at home
in our friendly, caring
and warm atmosphere.

Apartment Living
- The Gardens of
Wood Village
Don't give up your

SEE VILLAGE, Page 28

The Comforts of Home
The Convenience of Professional Care

Enjoy peace of mind knowing our dedicated healthcare
professmnals are here to care for your loved one like family.

e Skilled & Intermediate Care
* Assisted Living

* Physical, Speech and Occupational Therapy
(inpatient and outpatient)
* Medicare, Medicaid, and Most Insurances Accepted

woodyvillagetn.com

423-351-1050
WooD VILLAGE 520 Old Hwy. 68

SeNIOR Living COMMUNITY Sweetwater, TN
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Several historical markers
provide view into Sweetwater’s past

The City of Sweetwater
is home to many historical
markers denoting major
events, ranging from specific
buildings to areas of interest
during the Civil War.

According to the Historical
Marker Database, the City of
Sweetwater has several histor-
ical markers placed through-
out and near the town to pro-
vide the public with general
information of the historical
moments that took place at
those locations.

Longstreet Encampment

One such marker is the
Longstreet Encampment
Marker that was placed by
the Tennessee Historical
Comumission.

The marker is located at
the intersection of South High
Street and Williams Street. The
marker features the following
inscription:

“In the mid to late 1863,
Sweetwater was a supply
and staging area for the
Confederacy. It was the last
secure depot on the East
Tennessee and Georgia
Railroad, south of the Union
lines. In November 1863,
General Longstreet, with
15,000 men, camped here for
four days to provision, prior to
his siege of Knoxville in early
December 1863.”

A second marker at the
Sweetwater Depot expands
on the information regarding
Longstreet’s time in the local
area.

The Sweetwater Depot
marker was placed by the
Tennessee Civil War Trails and
is located at the intersection
of North Main Street and East
Walnut Street.

The preface inscription
on the marker states that
on Nov. 4, 1863, Longstreet
led two divisions from the
city to attack Union General
Ambrose E. Burnside’s forces
in Knoxville.

The marker goes into great-
er details about the confeder-
ate occupancy of the town of

Sweetwater, including more
information about Longstreet
as well.

Roughly six other mark-
ers are located around the
Sweetwater area for their his-
torical significance, including
another at the Sweetwater
Depot.

Sweetwater Depot

The next marker for
Sweetwater is the Tennessee
Overhill Experience From
Furs to Factories marker that
is located at the Sweetwater
Depot.

The marker was placed by
the Tennessee Department
of Transportation along with
other entities.

The marker details how the
town’s trading system evolved
from its founding using the
railroad to the incorporation
of Interstate 75 for shipping
goods.

John M. Jones

Leaping over to Mayes
Avenue, north of West North
Street, individuals will find
the Captain John M. Jones,
CSA marker that was placed in
1990 by the descendants and

| B oo
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friends of Jones.
The marker reads:
“Soldier, Merchant, Farmer,
Industrialist, Banker,
Philanthropist and Caring
Public Citizen.” From there
it lists the dates of Jones’ life
along with the dates for his
wife and many children.
TN Military Institute
The next two markers share
both a history and location as
an education system. The first
marker is for the Tennessee
Military Institute that is locat-
ed on U.S. 11, north of Old
U.S. 11.
The marker was placed
by the Tennessee Historical
Commission and discusses the
history of the military institute
from its founding in 1874 until
its closing.
TN Meiji Gakuin
Following that marker lies
another for the Tennessee
Meiji Gakuin High School, a
Japanese school that took over
the TMI building following its
closure.
Tennessee Meiji Gakuin
High School was open from
1989 until 2007 and was

founded on the Christian
principle of service to man-
kind, according to the marker.

The marker can be found
around the same area as the
TMI marker.

Great Craighead Cave/
Lost Sea

The last two markers
are outside of the City of
Sweetwater but have had
a historical impact on the
Sweetwater community.

The two markers, the Great
Craighead Cave and the
Lost Sea Historical Marker,
are located on the Lost Sea
grounds near the City of
Sweetwater.

The Great Craighead Cave
marker was placed by the
Tennessee Civil War Trails and
explains the significance the
site had on the civil war with
the cave being a prime spot
for ingredients to create gun-
powder.

The final marker, the Lost
Sea marker, was placed by
the Tennessee Historical
Commission and describes
the Lost Sea along with its fea-
tures.
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Sweetwater First Assembly

One hundred
and fifty years!
Wow! Happy birth-
day Sweetwater!!!

What began as
a small number of
families purchas-
ing property and
building homes has
become a thriving
small town that sig-
nificantly impacts
East Tennessee.
Sweetwater has
become a destina-
tion! Sweetwater
has become a
great place to live.
Sweetwater has
become a great
place to recognize
the beauty of God’s
creation, with the
Cherohala Skyway
on one side and
Watts Bar Lake on
the other.

Among the

many gifts to this
community are
the local churches.
Regardless of your
tradition or style,
Sweetwater has

a place you can

l—-:-i [ ——-—

call home for your
spiritual growth,
development, and
family. Sweetwater
First Assembly

is among those
storied churches

where individuals
take time each
week to worship
God and find inspi-
ration through His
Word.

Founded in 1971

940 Hwy 11South
Sweetwater, TN 37874

423.3376037
info@sfa.church

SUNDAYS @ 9:30 & 11:15

by a small group

of individuals

near downtown
Sweetwater, First
Assembly has
become a church
that influences and

impacts not only
the neighborhood
but the nations.
In scripture,
Zechariah 4:10 in
the New Living
Translations says,
“Do not despise
these small begin-
nings, for the Lord
rejoices to see the
work begin...”
Like our city, what
began as a small
group has turned
into a large family
of Christ-followers
who gather togeth-
er to serve God and
make a difference
in the community.
Sweetwater
First Assembly has
always strived to
care for those in
need and invest

SEE SFA, Page 24

sweetwater
FIRST ASS MBI_/Y

where pesp
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Sweetwater First Assembly is proud to be part

of the community of Sweetwater. We pray for
a thriving and blessed next 150 years.

(' www.SFA.church )
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Sweetwater officials remember,
celebrate High Point School

A historic institution
was honored last year at
Sweetwater High School.

High Point School was
an all-black institution
that drew students from
all around the area to
Sweetwater from the time it
opened in the 1940s to the
time it closed its doors in
the 1970s.

That institution was hon-
ored at Sweetwater High
School in a ceremony that
included former students
and teachers from High
Point, as well as memora-
bilia of the school.

“This journey started for
me years ago when I was
a young coach growing up
in Sweetwater,” Monroe
County Schools Secondary
Supervisor Eric Weaver
said.

He noted that the desire
to inform the public more
about Sweetwater’s histo-
ry came to him during a
quarterback club meeting
years ago in the same caf-
eteria where the ceremony
was held. He said he was
talking with someone when
Sweetwater coaching leg-
end King Berrong walked in
and Weaver introduced him
to everyone.

Weaver noted the person
standing beside him turned
to Weaver and said, “So
that’s who King Berrong is.”

“He’s heard of King
Berrong, he’s known of
King Berrong, but he’s
never seen King Berrong,”
Weaver said. “That’s when
it dawned on me that we've
got to start preserving this
history moving forward to
make sure the kids know
it.”

Weaver added that the
histories of Sweetwater
High and High Point are
closely tied together.

“So many things have
happened at SHS because

of High Point that peo-
ple don’t even realize,” he
said. “Not one person in
this room would be here
today if High Point didn’t
exist. We might still be in
Sweetwater, but we'd be in
a different capacity.”

Weaver said this partic-
ular project of uncovering
and preserving the history
of High Point has been
taken and run with by SHS
student Maleah Jennings.

“Me and my peers have
been researching High
Point for a few months
now,” she said. “If I'm
going to be honest with
you, I didn’t know much
about High Point until we
started this project. After I
started speaking with some
of the alumni, I quickly
realized that without the
students and staff, my
peers and myself wouldn’t
have had such an amazing
high school experience.”

She then thanked the
people who came before
her for their contributions.

“It’s been so incredible
getting to know and to
hear so many stories from
the alumni right here in
my city,” she said. “That
being said, I also heard the
hardships. I'm so extremely
blessed to say I will never
have to face those same
hardships in my lifetime
because of their sacrifice.”

The school was started
by Virdell Latham in 1946,
its first class graduated
in 1951 and its last senior
class graduated in 1964.
The school closed perma-
nently in the 1970s as a
result of integration.

One of its students and
teachers, Cleo Davis, was
the honored guest at the
event and physical educa-
tion teacher Mike Martin,
who was a student of hers,
discussed her impact.

“It’s a very special priv-
ilege to get to say a few
words about her,” Martin
said. “It’s easy to talk about
good people and the influ-
ence she had over hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of
people.”

Martin said that Davis
made students feel com-
fortable in her class from
the start.

“She was a momma fig-
ure and you knew that as
soon as you walked in the
room,” Martin said. “She
made sure morals, char-
acter and treating people
right were just as import-
ant as academics.”

He recalled an old saying
and noted that he believes
it was said because of her.

“She understood that
kids don’t care what you
know until they know that
you care,” he said. “She’s a
product of High Point and
that’s the type of people
that came out of it.”

The keynote speaker
for the event was Patrick
Gaines, a former student
at High Point who grad-
uated from Sweetwater
High School. Gaines is
currently a member of the
Sweetwater City School
Board.

Gaines noted that he
attended High Point for six
years prior to the move to
Sweetwater High School.

“I'loved High Point,” he
said. “We were a family up
there.”

Gaines also discussed
the historic importance
High Point had on not just
Sweetwater, but the entire
area.

“Up to that point, black
students in Monroe and
Loudon counties had to
commute to McMinn,
Bradley and even Knox
counties in order to com-
plete their high school

education,” he said.

The doors opened in
1947 as a result of Latham
and his dream of having a
high school for black stu-
dents.

“During this time
of segregation, black
high school students
from Madisonville,
Loudon, Lenoir City and
Philadelphia were required
to commute to either High
Point or J.L. Cook School
in Athens,” he explained.
“A student from Lenoir
City, in order to go to high
school, they got on a bus
every morning and came
to Sweetwater or those
who chose to go to J.L.
Cook, they went to Athens.
Sixty miles round trip
each day. That’s why Mr.
Latham had a dream and
the dream came true about
having a black high school
here in Sweetwater.”

High Point started
as grades 1 through 12,
Gaines noted.

“The teachers were great
— every one of them,” he
said. “They loved us, they
cared for us, we were a
High Point family.”

The school was locat-
ed on Patton Street in the
west end of Sweetwater
on a hill. He said after it
closed, the building was
vandalized and eventually
torn down. Now a vacant
lot sits there.

“A barren, empty lot is
now the site where a great
institution once stood,” he
said.

The teachers and coach-
es only had access to
“used, hand-me-down”
textbooks and sports
equipment.

“We’ve had many suc-
cessful people who were
educated and walked
through the hallowed halls
of High Point,” he said.
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Grain Bin Commodities

Sweetwater has been an
agricultural center for years.
Grain Bin Commodities
isn't just a bakery, we are a
window into that part of the
city’s history.

Started in 2017, we spe-
cialize in old-fashion baked
goods like your grandmother
used to make. The baked
good or meal that you loved
as a kid and crave as an
adult. No fillers or fake ingre-
dients, just the stuff God
intended to make amazing
treats.

Come and visit us on the
Holt Farm at 5209 Holt Road
in Sweetwater. We are open
Tuesday - Friday from 10am
to 5pm, and Saturdays from
9 am to 2 pm. Enjoy our daily
hot lunch specials like chick-
en & dumplings, or our own
chicken salad or pimento
cheese on fresh sourdough
bread. We've got a seat for
you on the patio, under the

bin, or in the barn.

Visit us for the Spring Barn
Sale on 4/5, (We’ll have 35+
local makers and growers)
Praise on the Porch 4/12,
Sunflower Days in June, and
Date Nights or Ladies Nights
with smore’s and more
throughout the year.

Summer brings wildflower
picking, and painting and
flower arranging classes
along with games on the
lawn or feeding the Highland
Cows and Babydoll Sheep.
During Autumn, we invite
you to the Fall Barn Sale on
9/13, (Local Vendors) and
Praise at the Maze on 9/20
which is also the start of Fall
at the Farm, this includes our
corn maze, pumpkin patch,
corn pit, games & more every
weekend through October.
Your always invited to stay
and play at the farm in one

SEE GRAIN, Page 26

Watch for
our next Barn

Sale Saturday,
April S5th

at 9am!

Find us on:

facebook.

e
GRAIN BIn

COMMODITIE

17
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advocateanddemocrat.com

The
AD VOCATE 423-337-7101 | Sweetwater, TN

& DEMOCRAT sharon.livingston@advocateanddemocrat.com

The Advocate has been Monroe County’s paper of record since 1867.
There have been numerous mergers and name changes that brought
us to today’s The Advocate and Democrat. What hasn’t changed is
our commitment to covering local news stories in Monroe County
that you can’t find anywhere else.

Along with offering the most robust print advertising solutions in
Monroe County, The Advocate and Democrat also offers a wide
range of digital advertising including Targeted Display, Geofencing,
Social Media, Streaming Video and Targeted Email.

°°°°°

CALL or EMAIL TODAY!
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YMASON

: (;leveland State Community College
18 Months. One Night a Week.

Earn a Degree!

Business Management

423.745.8486
advance business@clevelandstatecc.edu

is a locally-owned family business that
has proudly served the East Tennessee
area since 1948. We have a wide selection
of furniture, appliances, electronics, and
mattresses for every budget and design
taste. We invite you to our large showroom
that is filled with great finds and deals.
You’re guaranteed to find a great value and
have unbeatable service when shopping
at Mason Furniture and Appliance!

@ Speed Queen.

168 Warren Street | Madisonville, TN 37354
Phone (423) 442-2940
www.masonfurnitureandappliances.com

107 North'Muin Street, Sweetwater, TN 37874
\ (423)-836-9136

lazybeaglietn.com
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Sweetwater Institute of Gosmetology
(oo )equey of SGeailyasd 7 eceon

Founded in 2013 by Misty Pifia, Sweetwater Institute of Cosmetology stands as a testament to perseverance and passion.
Misty’s journey began in 2002 when, after being laid off from her factory job, she enrolled in cosmetology school. That
school, once known as the East Tennessee School of Beauty and founded by Linda Jenkins in 1993, was located in the very
same building Sweetwater Institute calls home today.

After graduating, Misty began her career at The M Salon in Vonore. By 2006, she became the proud owner of the salon, and
seven years later, she opened Sweetwater Institute of Cosmetology, carrying forward a legacy of beauty, education, and
community impact in Sweetwater.

Over the past 11 years, we have proudly graduated over 700 students, equipping them with the skills and confidence to
thrive in the beauty industry. Today, we offer Cosmetology and Nail Tech programs that combine hands-on experience with
a commitment to high-quality, affordable education.

QOur mission is simple: to provide a great education at a great price, close to home. We are endlessly grateful for the support
of our community. Every client who walks through our doors plays a vital role in shaping the future of our students.

Sweetwater Institute of Cosmetology

Continuing a beautiful legacy, one Student at a time.

Open Hours: Tuesday - Friday, 10 AM to 4:30 PM
Services Available Daily: Deeply discounted beauty services, provided by
our talented students under instructor supervision.

SWEETWATER
INSTITUTE OF
COSMETOLOGY

: . 409 Sweetwater Vonore Rd Sweetwater, TN 37874
a fully state-licensed cos ' A Call us foday! 423-351-0071 « Hours: Tues-Fris8am-4:30pm

LLTIE In/S‘/ ? i F/ www.SweetwaterinstituteofCosmog@iogy.com
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Spectrum Electric
(423)351-9100

Sweetwater, TN

Cody is honored and privileged to have been born
in Sweetwater and has always called it his home.
He never had the desire to move away, rather to
stay and help build his community to be a better
place. Tobe able to build a life and business here
is a true blessing.

Spectrum Electric Inc., has been in business since
1996. We specialize in commercial and industrial
electrical and construction services.

It is our priority and privilege to provide our
customers with quality products and services that exceed expectations.
We have built our company by applying only the highest standards pos-
sible with commitment to customer satisfaction. This has established
us as a company with a reputation of honesty and integrity. You can
expect a team of highly skilled individuals on every project with relent-
less attention to detail. Our certifications and affiliations are numerous.
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High Point memorial placed
at Sweetwater High School

Sweetwater High School is
home to a memorial for High
Point High School, in remem-
brance of the institution it

integrated with nearly 60 years

ago.
The memorial is placed
in honor of the past the two
schools share and to inform
future generations of the
Sweetwater community.
High Point High School
was an all black school that
hosted students from a vari-
ety of different locations,
such as Madisonville, Tellico,
Sweetwater and more.
The school remained
in place until integration
merged High Point High with

Sweetwater High School about

59 years ago.

“We believe the schools
integrated around 1964
because the first season they
played football was 1965 and
it was the first undefeated sea-
son in school history here at
Sweetwater,” Monroe County
Schools 9-12 Curriculum
& Instruction Director;
Community & Industry
Outreach Eric Weaver said.

“I have been told by multiple
people that our school had
no issues after the integra-
tion. In my opinion, it was a
perfect union in the City of
Sweetwater.”

Weaver believes the lack
of tension following the inte-
gration was due to everyone
already having a sense of
community built prior to the

merger.

“We already had estab-
lished relationships,” Weaver
expressed.

“Just look at the commu-
nity the way it is now and the
way it has been,” Physical
Education teacher Mike
Martin added. “I believe it
brought unity to Sweetwater.”

Weaver hopes the memori-
al will help educate both the
Sweetwater community and
his students on local history.

“We are all about education

at Sweetwater High School
and we want to educate our
students about community
and the knowledge and histo-
ry of anything in their lives,”
Weaver expressed. “When we
lose that grip on tradition and
history then the children aren’t
going to be willing to learn. It’s
more impactful when you can
show them something along
with someone who participat-

ed rather than just explain it.”

“I'want to thank Monroe
County Schools Director Dr.
Kristi Windsor for helping me
acquire this memorial for the
school,” Weaver added.

Cleo Davis, who was both
a student of High Point and
later a teacher at there, reflect-
ed on her time at the school
while viewing the memorial.

“To go back and work at

the school you attended really
means a lot,” she expressed.
“I've enjoyed my teaching
career all of these years. I
taught there for about four or
five years then I transferred

to Sweetwater Elementary
School ... there are a lot of
good memories there. This is
a beautiful memorial. I didn’t
expect anything like this and it
is very special.”
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Valley Building Supply

A Legacy of Service and Community
Support

From a Family-Owned Business to a
Community Pillar

In 1994, the Dacus family embarked on
a journey that would see Valley Building
Supply become a trusted name in the
industry. With a focus on customer
satisfaction and quality products, they
quickly built a reputation for reliability
and excellence. The initial years were
marked by hard work and dedication.
With the Dacus family personally over-
seeing operations to ensure that every
customer receives the best possible
service, this family-owned business has
grown from a humble beginning into a
thriving enterprise, all while maintaining
its commitment to high-quality service
and community engagement. The Valley
Team has grown from 5 to 50 in the past
30+ years. Valley has been a place for first
jobs, careers and post career jobs with
hands on knowledge in a positive team
environment cultivated over the years.
Under the leadership of DeLane Dacus,
Jason Dacus, and Jeff Cunningham the

company has not only provided essential
building materials and services to count-
less customers but has also become an
active participant in various community
support programs.

As the years went by, Valley Building

Supply expanded its offerings to include
a wide range of building materials, tools,
and services. This growth was driven

by a deep understanding of the needs

SEE VALLEY, Page 24

 Valley Building Supply Inc.

Established by the Dacus Family in Mﬁy 1994 - More than 30 years Serving our Community

2110 Hwy 11 North Sweetwater - (423)337-3499 - ValleyBuildingSupply TN.com

8" FIBER CEMENT SIDING VINYL SIDING
PRIMED BOARDS AND PANELS IN STOCK e gg;:ré—:;
VINYL SIDING
sninG ot 9 Qallura - stocr 2020
1PC, LN e 2020

@ JamesHardie

PRE-FINISHED COLORS AND STYLES
AVAILABLE TO CUSTOM ORDER

7 E{{ﬁ?a’_ U & Tando 319 g':"“

e Ml

LETUSHELPYOU B[
DESIGN THE KITCHEN Lfﬁ
OF YOUR DREAMS! G

— '-

CONTACT
USTODAY |
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Valley

Continued from Page 15

in the next generation. In 2024, that focus continued with a
brand-new Student Center. This facility was built with our
community in mind. It is a place where the next generation
can build community and grow in their faith while being in a
safe place. This next generation, like the generation prior, are
not only tomorrow’s world changers but today’s leaders.

As we join our community in celebrating 150 years, we
recommit ourselves to being a place of hope, healing, and
strength for our Sweetwater! Regardless of where one finds
themselves in their journey of life, Sweetwater First Assembly
is a place where they can discover their place in the family of
God, develop their unique giftings to impact our community,
and to deploy world changers around the world!

Happy birthday, Sweetwater! We love you.

Continued from Page 23

of builders, contractors, and homeowners alike. Today, Valley
Building Supply stands as a one-stop-shop for all building and
construction needs, providing everything from lumber and
hardware to expert advice and support. Valley Building Supply
values and assists customers in building and maintaining their
biggest investment, their home.

One of the defining features of Valley Building Supply is
its unwavering commitment to supporting the community.
The Dacus family has always believed in giving back, and this
philosophy is deeply ingrained in the company’s operations.
Over the years, Valley Building Supply has been involved in
numerous community support initiatives, reflecting its dedi-
cation to making a positive impact. Valley has partnered and
supported multiple organizations including: Sweetwater Area
Ministries, Sweetwater City School PTO, Various High School
Sports Programs, Dixie Youth Baseball, Salt & Light Studios, True
Purpose, SMPOA, Kiwanis Club, SVCA and other similar organi-
zations.

Valley Building Supply is more than just a business; it is a
vital part of the community fabric. As the Team looks to the
future, the Dacus family remains committed to the principles
that have guided the company since its founding. With a focus
on quality, customer service, and community engagement,
Valley Building Supply is poised to continue its legacy of excel-
lence. The company plans to expand its offers further, incor-
porating new technologies and innovations to better serve its
customers.
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Yamaha Jet Boat Manufacturing is located
in Vonore, Tennessee (Monroe County)
on the Tellico Lake at the Tellico West

Industrial Park about 45 minutes south of

Knoxville. We currently employ 700 people.
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AL AmericaN FOOD" Come join us
for our

Open 7 Days A Week!
. 10:30am - 9:00pm

*  Hwy. 411

| %} Madisonville

PN 423442.2128,

Whether you're at home or on the job, you know that you can perform your tasks more
efficiently if you'’re working in a temperature controlled environment. A hot or cold room,
or office is just the place for maximum efficiency. Let Valley Heat & Air install a complete

“weather control system” featuring famous York products.

Located at 680 New Hwy. 68 in Sweetwater, phone 423-337-2377,
this leading air conditioning specialist can install and maintain an air conditioning unit that
will perfectly fit the needs of your home or office.

They are experts in all phases of heating and air conditioning and will do the best possible
job in the shortest possible time. You will enjoy years and years of trouble free operation
with one of their custom-installed units on the job.

VALLEY

HEATING & AIR

680 New Hwy. 68 | Sweetwater, TN | 423-337-2377
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Grain

Sweetwater 150

Continued from Page 17

of our Airbnb Barn Cottages, sunsets
and amazing views included.

Winter starts with the Christmas Barn
Sale, 11/1 with the “Big Guy” himself
and 30+ local vendors. Of course, we are
happy to sweeten your holidays with a
custom order or a company Christmas
party fully catered in our heated event

. SWEETWATER IS
CELEBRATING 2025
WITH THESE EVENTS:

barn.

We are part of a working dairy and
crop farm and proud to be 4th genera-
tion farmers. Follow us on Facebook or
Instagram at Grain Bin Commodities
and we’ll tell you when we are planting,
harvesting, or share about the animals
on the farm.

Need a beautiful wedding spot,
checkout the event barn or hillside with
mountain views. Check us out at www.
GrainBinCommodities.com or on social
for events and menus.

Come see us year-round for great
food, amazing views, and to make
memories on the farm!

JANUARY 9,2025  SWEETWATER
Candlelight Kickoff Ceremony * T.EN NE S S EHEE *
FEBRUARY 22, 2025
Decades Concert JULY 19, 2025
Sweetwater Derby
MARCH 15, 2025 Box Car Race
17th Annual Benefit
Veterinary Piano Concert JULY 26, 2025 X
Fairest of the Fair Pageant
APRIL 12, 2025 °-
Founders Day SEPTEMBER 18-21, 2025
Sweetwater Fair
JULY 4, 2025
Sweetwater Antique Fire NOVEMBER 8 2025
Truck 100th Birthday Party Veterans Day Parade
NOVEMBER 2025
150th Musical
DECEMBER 8, 2025
Candlelight Ceremony

or
for videos, photos,
and more!
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A Dream Brewed in Faith

Seven years ago, Cup
Runneth Over Coffee House
was nothing more than a God-
sized dream in the heart of
its owner, Kendra Moreau. At
the time, she was searching
for her true purpose when
she felt God speak clearly to
her: coffee shop. It wasn't just
about serving coffee—it was
about creating a place of hope
and encouragement in a world
that desperately needed it.

Kendra believed that coffee
was simply the vehicle, but the
true mission was the connec-
tion, conversation, and com-
munity that happened over
every cup.

Today, Cup Runneth Over
is celebrating seven years of
serving its community while
also joining in the excitement
of Sweetwater’s 150th birth-
day!

Located in downtown
Sweetwater’s historic Main

Cup Runneth Over Coffee House
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Street district, the coffee shop
resides in a charming 1850s
building, rich with history and
character. Kendra feels bless-
ed to serve her community
from what Sweetwater lovingly
calls the sweetest street in
Tennessee.

When she first surrendered
to God'’s calling for the coffee
shop, Kendra shared her vision
with a dear friend, Melanie
DeCante. While the timing
wasn't right for Melanie to join
the venture at the beginning,
God’s plans are always per-
fect. This past year, everything
aligned, and Melanie was able
to bring her Miracle Cookie
Company into Cup Runneth
Over, baking fresh, delicious
treats for the in-house bakery.
Her addition has been a bless-
ing, further deepening the
sense of faith and friendship
that makes the coffee shop so

SEE COFFEE, Page 28

FF) F Owh
cofreenouse | :

the “Sweetest Street’In Tennessee”

111 N. Main Street, lowntown Sweetwater
473-336-9696
cuprunnethovercoffee.com
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Continued from Page 27

special.

As Sweetwater marks 150
years, Kendra and her team
are honored to be part of
such a vibrant, welcoming
community. They cherish the
relationships built over the
years and the countless sto-
ries shared over coffee.

Looking ahead, they are
excited to continue serving,
growing, and being a light in
their beloved town.

Whether a longtime sup-

Village

porter or a first-time visitor,
Cup Runneth Over Coffee
House welcomes everyone
with open arms, a warm cup,
and a place to belong. Here’s
to Sweetwater’s 150th, to
seven years of faith and fel-
lowship, and to many more
years of coffee and commu-
nity!

With gratitude,

Cup Runneth Over Coffee
House & Miracle Cookie
Company

Continued from Page 13

privacy when
you move out of
your home. The
apartments at The
Gardens of Wood
Village provide
ample privacy and
preserve the home-
like setting you
desire. Bring your
belongings with
you and make your
new space feel as
home-like as pos-
sible. We provide
moving services to
assist you as best
we can with your
relocation. Don’t
worry about main-
taining your space
or landscape any
longer. Residing
in a Wood Village
apartment means
that you'll get
full- service main-
tenance at no extra
cost.

Assisted Living -

The Lodge

Create a family
of new friends in
our genuine and
friendly assisted
living communi-
ty at The Lodge.
Experience a fully
renovated apart-
ment that come
equipped with

bathroom, kitch-
enette, spacious
living quarters,
patio, cable TV
and internet. Each
apartment resi-
dent in The Lodge
has access to our
facilities at no
extra cost. Enjoy

the library, indoor
walking track, exer-
cise room, craft
room, sun room,
garden courtyard
and spacious com-
mon areas. Come
check out our
wonderful spaces
and meet everyone

today!
Long Term
Nursing Care
Wood Village is
a CMS Five Star
Rated facility. Rest
easy knowing that
you or your loved
one will be taken
care of in a variety

of situations. Our
on-site medical
professionals are
available 24-hours
a day for health-
care and personal
needs, so you can
leave your worries
at the door. Wood
Village specializes

in taking care of
those who need
reliable long-term
care or hospice.
Feel the comfort of
having our caring
staff care for your
loved one in a car-
ing place.
Short-Term and
Respite Care

Areyouor a
loved one recover-
ing from a serious
illness or injury?
Take care of your
short-term treat-
ments all in one
place. Our friendly,
experienced staff
is equipped with
the knowledge and
modern facilities to
help you recover as
fast as possible.

At Wood Village
Senior Living
Community ser-
vice and care is our
passion. We can’t
wait for you to call
our beautiful cam-
pus home as pur-
pose gives way to
new possibilities.
Conveniently locat-
ed near downtown
Sweetwater. Call
423-351-1050 to
schedule your tour
today!
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JANUARY 9, 2025
Candlelight Kickoff Ceremony

FEBRUARY 22, 2025

Decades Concert

MARCH 15, 2025
17th Annual Benefit
Veterinary Piano Concert
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SWEETWATER

JULY 19, 2025

Sweetwater Derby
Box Car Race

JULY 26, 2025

Fairest of the Fair Pageant @

APRIL 12, 2025
Founders Day SEPTEMBER 18-21, 2025
JULY 4. 2025 Sweetwater Fair
SWEETWATERIS Sweetwater Antique Fire NOVEMBER 8 2025
CELEBRATING 2025 Truck 100th Birthday Party Veterans Day Parade
WITH THESE EVENTS: NOVEMBER 2025
150th Musical
DECEMBER 8, 2025

Candlelight Ceremony

s e
Be sure to check out @ =i

or s 3‘
for videos, photos,
and more!

Archer’s has been caring for the people of this City since 1967.
But our roots run much deeper than that in Sweetwater.

Local People, Local Care, Local Service

That’s why Archer’s is the “CHOICE” made by so many in Southeast TN
for Home Oxygen & Medical Equipment Needs!

HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT SALES & RENTALS MONROE CO. (423) 337-5812
HOME OXYGEN & RESPIRATORY CARE SERVICES MCMINN-MEIGS (423) 745-7442
CPAPs / BiPAPs & SUPPLIES LOUDON-KNOX-BLOUNT-ROANE (865) 213-5812
ORTHOTIC BRACES & SUPPORTS TOLL FREE 1-800-624-1834
POWER WHEELCHAIRS & SCOOTERS SALES & REPAIRS AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES 1-800-239-3771

HARD-TO-FIND MEDICAL NEEDS FAX: 423-337-0453  1-877-349-6295
HOME DXYGEN & MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
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A Living History

If you have been to the
Lost Sea numerous times
you may think that nothing
changes. You go inside the
cave, and you see the same
formations, the lake looks
pretty much the same. The
trails may be a little differ-
ent and the lake level may
change at times. But over-
all, you probably think that
the cave stays the same.
Let me tell you a secret, it
doesn't.

The cave is actually a
living, breathing entity. It
changes constantly. Can
we see the changes? Not
always. Rock, water and
time make the cave what it
is today. The cave is mostly
made up of limestone rock,
so it is very soluble. Water
flowing over the rocks
causes different formations
within the cave. Stalactites
and Stalagmites are con-
stantly changing. It may be
that we can’t always see the
changes, but they are con-
stantly happening. It just
takes time.

There is so much history
within the walls of the cave.
If you listen closely you can
almost hear Civil War sol-
diers mining the dirt inside
the cave. The nitrate in the
dirt was used to make gun
powder during the Civil
War. You may also hear
Cherokee Indians inside the
cave holding tribal meet-
ings and protecting them-
selves from the elements.
The cave is a constant 58
degrees E So, it is warm in
the winter and cool in the
summer. You will surely
hear people moving inside
the cave. A thirteen-year-
old boy named Ben Sands
discovered The Lost Sea,
140 feet below the ground
level, he did this with only
the light from his lantern.
Through the years the
cave was used for growing
mushrooms, supplying a

The Lost Sea

fall-out shelter and even an
underground bar called the
Cavern Tavern.

Since opening as an
attraction in 1965 the Lost
Sea has seen millions of
visitors. It is a go-to spot
for so many people in the
area. School groups and
families visit time and time
again. Visitors from all over
the world have experienced
the beauty of the cave and
our underground lake, the
largest underground lake in
America.

Over the years the Lost
Sea has employed thou-
sands of people. It has
always been a favorite sum-
mer job for high school and
college students and even
a few who have stayed and
worked full-time for many
years.

The Lost Sea is a living
history and a natural won-
der that we are so fortu-
nate to have in our area.

It always leaves me won-
dering what else may be
underground that we don't
even know about.

Sweetwater 150
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Storage Wise of
Sweetwater

WlSE 1250 New Hwy. 68

STORAG

AN ERGLY I 304-486-3159

. Storage Wise of
I Madisonville

. i 4990 New Hwy. 68
| e " 423-561-3549

R 1
STORAGE
WISE

Come on down to Sweetwater
Crossings for delicious food like
Momma used to make!

Great Food, Great People, Great Prices!

SEEYOU SOON!

310 Sweetwater Yonore Road
Sweetwater, TN

423-311-4015

C""r?ssi"\%s

FOR 50 YEARS,
GEMTRON

CORPORATIO
HAS CONSIDERE
SWEETWATER,
HOME.

Innovative Ideas Creating Components

We develop new technologies to
provide high quality raw materials

Specializing in glass fabrication

for home appliances Corporation

~
SINCE BEING FOUNDED IN 1972, GEMTRON F
DRIVEN INNOVATION IN THE'SPECIALTY GLASS:

INDUSTRY ACROSS CANADA, MEXICQ AND THE UN%E’
STATES.

Career Oppertunities

Join our team at Gemtron

. GEMIR®ON

https://sswtechnologies.com

(423) 337-3522

615 New Highway 68,
Sweetwater, TN 37874

N SSW o



Gommercial Tours,
=Including Boat Rides
* Rvailable Daily"

-
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TENNESSEE

CIVILWAR : 2
AR Highway 68 - Sweetwater

el Wiww.theloslsea.com
423-337-6616




