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Form: 

• The original form of a building must be legible. Alterations to a building that do not
obscure its historic form and footprint are acceptable and considered contributing.
Additions that significantly change or obscure the historic form are noncontributing with
one exception: commercial buildings sometimes display a hybrid character – as in a
residence converted to a store. If these changes have taken place during the period of
significance, they are considered to contribute to the district under the theme of
commerce.

Exterior cladding: 

• Contributing commercial buildings should retain a predominance of materials that date
from the period of significance, including both original and/or historic materials from
upgrades . Given the pressure on commercial owners to continually upgrade 
their buildings, more contemporary materials (such as windows, see below) may have 
been added subsequently. The building will remain contributing as long as these later 
materials do not significantly obliterate design.  

Fenestration: 

• Replacement windows in the same openings do not make a building non-contributing as
long as the trim and the size of the windows have been maintained. Replacement
windows in altered openings may be acceptable if the original opening remains readable
and can be restored. Replacement windows outside the period of significance that
completely change the fenestration by removing all trim and/or changing window shape
render buildings non-contributing. An isolated window (or windows) may be ignored if
the building meets other integrity measures.

Storefronts: 

• Alteration of storefronts is a common and expected change made to most commercial
buildings, as owners sought to attract new generations of shoppers and as businesses
changed. Loss of original design and materials on the first floor does not make a building
non-contributing if the upper floors retain integrity.

Streetscape: 

• The building continues to contribute to the continuity of the streetscape.
• Integrity of design, likewise, is important for high-style buildings, which are contributing

if they retain enough character-defining features that their original design is substantially
legible. For vernacular buildings the following considerations were used to evaluate the
integrity of design:

o The building should retain its historic scale and massing. Additions that are clearly
secondary, e.g., located at the back or side where they are visually distinct from the
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Resource Count: 

Contributing Buildings, including: 

Contributing Primary Buildings 

Contributing Secondary Buildings 

Non-contributing Buildings, including: 

Non-contributing Primary Buildings 

Non-contributing Secondary Buildings 
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