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T
he 2016 Internation-
al Home + House-
wares Show wrapped 

up earlier this month af-
ter visitors by the tens of 
thousands spent four days 
trooping through Chica-
go’s sprawling McCormick 
Place convention center, 
logging enough collective 
steps to make Fitbit’s com-
puter server whimper from 
overuse. 

More than 2,200 exhib-
itors were there, showing 
off their products to buyers 
from around the world. For 
a home writer like me, it 
was Disneyland.

I got to check out every-
thing from room fresheners 
to robotic floor cleaners. 
Never have I had so many 
trash cans nod at me with 
their motion-sensing lids as 
I passed.

It’s hard to choose fa-
vorites, but here are some 
of the products that caught 
my eye. Some are available 
now, while others won’t 
reach stores until later in 
the year.

PANCAKEBOT

This 3-D pancake print-
er was clearly the star of 
the show. The tricked-out 
griddle turns out hotcakes 
in pretty much any de-
sign you can think up, from 
the Eiffel Tower to Donald 
Trump’s face.

The computerized gad-
get has a bridge that trav-
els above the cooking sur-
face, squirting out bat-
ter to “draw” the pre-pro-
grammed design. It builds 

the pancake in layers, al-
lowing some parts to get 
browner and creating the 
contrast that makes cer-
tain features stand out.

You can create your own 

design if you want, or you 
can use one shared by an 
online community of pan-
cake designers, said Slim 
Geransar of Storebound, 
the company that’s produc-

ing the device. You can al-
so program it to make mul-
tiple pancakes at once.

At $299, it’s a pricey nov-
elty. It’s available at Pan-
cakebot.com.

GOURMIA GKM9000

I can’t afford a cook, 
but I might have to invest 
in Gourmia’s new mul-
tifunctional cooker, the 
GKM9000.

The Wi-Fi enabled ap-
pliance not only lets you 
download recipes and dis-
plays step-by-step instruc-
tions on its screen, but it 
also does a lot of the food-
preparation work for you. 
It can chop, blend, grate, 
whip and knead, and it 
even stirs the food while 
it’s cooking — while you 
monitor the progress from 
your easy chair via an app.

The device can even be 
used to order ingredients 
online and have them deliv-
ered to your home.

The GKM9000 is expect-
ed to be in stores this sum-
mer and retail for around 
$600.

NUGENI STEVA

The Nugeni Steva is four 
cleaning tools in one — 
perfect if you’re short on 
storage space or just like 
the idea of simplifying your 
cleaning supplies.

The Steva’s interchange-
able parts allow it to be 
used as either a steamer 
and or a cordless vacuum 
cleaner, and in either up-
right or handheld form.

The steamer heats to 
248 degrees Fahrenheit, 
hot enough to sanitize sur-
faces, said Josh Levitt, 
a vice president with the 

family-run company. The 
bagless vacuum cleaner 
has a HEPA filtration sys-
tem and a turbo mode to 
suck up the heaviest de-
bris.

The steamer operates 
with an electrical cord. The 
vacuum has a battery that 
last 30 to 40 minutes at con-
stant use and recharges 
in about 2 1/2 hours, Lev-
itt said.

The Steva is expected to 
be in stores in the fall. Sug-
gested retail price is $399, 
or $499 for a model that 
comes with additional ac-
cessories.

VINTAGE CHARM PYREX

Pyrex is going back in 
time, but with a twist.

World Kitchen, the com-
pany that makes the cook-
ware brand, has reimag-
ined some of the classic 
Pryex designs for a new 
line of bowls called Vintage 
Charm Inspired by Py-
rex. The designs are con-
temporized versions to six 
patterns that were used 
on opal glass pieces in the 
1950s and ’60s, including 
the popular farm-themed 
Butterprint.

Gadgets galore
Check out these cool products from International Home + Housewares Show

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

The breakfast of candidates
The PancakeBot 3-D printer makes pancakes with the 

faces of this year’s presidential candidates. It was a hit 

at the International Home + Housewares Show. 
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