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and 36 with state highway
department officials. It is
an important topic affect-
ing all areas of the county,
he said, especially with
Port Freeport finalizing a
contract to be the main
import facility for Tenaris,
an international steel-pipe
manufacturing company.

“We want to try and
keep the trucks off the
highway, to eliminate traf-
fic coming in and out of
Brazoria County,” Terry
said. “We agreed when the
session is over that they’d
come to Brazoria County
and get on the same page
as everyone.”

Jan and Roy Edwards are
securing letters of support
to reopen the mouth of
the San Bernard from cities
and entities in Brazoria
County. General Land
Office officials told them
to press on with that mis-
sion if they want to
accomplish that goal.

“They told us we have to
continue to get the pres-
sure up,” Jan Edwards said.

Monday morning a large
delegation of Brazoria
County residents who
made their trip to Austin
either Sunday or earlier
Monday helped to distrib-
ute goodie bags to legisla-
tors while others had visits
with state agencies. 

“The idea was to show
the other legislators that
we respect ours 100 per-
cent,” said Wayne Shaw,
an organizer and founder
of the event. 

Some of the issues
Brazoria County residents
are working to address

involve education and
workforce training, natural
resources and other envi-
ronmental issues, trans-
portation, economic devel-
opment, healthcare, and
advanced technology. 

“There’s very few things
that bring the county
together like Brazoria
County Day does,” Shaw
said.

State Rep. Dennis
Bonnen, R-Angleton is
expected to read a resolu-
tion on the House of
Representatives floor today
recognizing Brazosport
College for being named
one of the top 10 commu-
nity colleges in the nation
by The Aspen College
Excellence Program.

But college officials have
another announcement to
anticipate today, and that
one won’t be made in
Austin.

That recognition by the
Aspen College Excellence
Program puts Brazosport
College in the last stage of
competition for a share of
the $1 million prize fund
awarded to the winner

and up to four finalists
with distinction. The insti-
tute will make that
announcement today, said
Serena Andrews,
Brazosport College assis-
tant vice president, at a
welcome reception for
Brazoria County Day.

Actual Brazoria County
Day festivities will kick off
early today with a 7:30
a.m. Legislative breakfast.
Gov. Rick Perry and Texas
Land Commissioner Jerry
Patterson will speak during
the breakfast. 

The Brazoria County
delegation then will head
to the Capitol, where they
will be recognized in the
House chamber at 10 a.m.

From 4:30 to 8 p.m., the
delegation will be at Fiesta
Gardens for the “largest
shrimp cocktail.”

“This is an opportunity
for all of us to come
together and stand in full
force and show the state
that Brazoria County
stands together,” Shaw
said. “This year could be
one of the biggest years
yet.”

WHAT’S GOING ON
Organizations wishing to include an event
can send information by fax to 979-265-
9052; by email to community@thefacts.com;
by mail to P.O. Box 549, Clute, TX 77531; or
drop it off at our office, 720 S. Main St.,
Clute. To ensure publication, information
should be submitted at least three business
days before the event.

Today
AARP Tax-Aide: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesdays
through April 9 at the Brazoria Library, 620
S. Brooks. Volunteers help prepare and file
income tax returns for low- to moderate-
income taxpayers, with emphasis on those
60 and older. Bring Social Security cards, ID
and all income information, including last
year’s return, if available. Call 979-297-
3154 or 979-964-4251.
Planetarium show: 7 p.m. at the Brazosport
Planetarium in the Center for the Arts and
Sciences, 400 College Blvd., Clute. “Wildest
Weather in the Solar System” explores
weather extremes on all planets around the
sun. Plus, “Tonight’s Sky: What’s Over Your
House Tonight?” Admission $5 adults, $3
children, free to members. Call 979-265-
3376 or visit bcfas.org.
Brazosport Astronomy Club: 7:45 p.m. at
The Brazosport Planetarium, 400 College
Blvd., Clute. Public invited. Call 979-265-
3376.
Auxiliary blood drive: Noon to 7 p.m. at
Angleton Danbury Medical Center
Professional Office Building, 132 Hospital
Drive, Angleton. No appointment needed.
Call Peggy Morehan 979-849-3608, or visit
www.giveblood.org and enter sponsor code
0176.
Brazosport Area CWC luncheon: 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Pregnancy Help Center
Dining Hall, 327 Garland Drive, Lake
Jackson. Hosted by Brazosport Area
Christian Women’s Connection. $12 Lunch.
Call Susan 979-265-2338 or Donna 979-
583-7720.

Wednesday
Former Angleton ISD faculty and staff
reception: 1 to 5 p.m. at Angleton School
History Center, Downing Road, Angleton.
Come-and-go event for former co-workers
and friends to visit and view the center’s
collection. Presented by Angleton Alumni
Association. Call 979-849-6538.
AARP Tax-Aide: 1 to 5 p.m. Wednesdays

through April 10 at the Angleton Library,
401 E. Cedar. Volunteers help prepare and
file income tax returns for low- to moderate-
income taxpayers of all ages with a special
emphasis on those 60 years old and older.
Bring Social Security cards, identification
and all income information, including last
year’s return if available. Call 979-297-3154
or 979-964-4251.
Grief to Growth: 7 p.m. Wednesdays
through April 10 at St. Michael’s Catholic
Church, 100 Oak Drive S., Lake Jackson.
Support group for widows/widowers, divorce
and separation. Call St. Michael’s at 979-
297-3041 or Leslie Follett 979-292-6189.

Thursday
AARP Tax Aide: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursdays
through April 11 at Lake Jackson Library,
250 Circle Way. Volunteers help prepare and
file income tax returns for low- to moderate-
income taxpayers of all ages with a special
emphasis on those 60 years old and older.
Bring Social Security cards, identification
and all income information, including last
year’s return, if available. Call 979-297-
3154 or 979-964-4251.
Brazoswood percussion concert: 7:30 p.m.
at Brazoswood High School Auditorium, 302
W. Brazoswood Drive, Clute. Percussionists
grades six through 12 will perform. Call 979-
292-5980.
Gathering Place activity workshop: 10 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m., Chapelwood United Methodist
Church, 300 Willow Drive, Lake Jackson.
Designed for volunteers, open to all
Alzheimer’s caregivers. Includes lunch. Must
pre-register. Call 979-849-5051.
Barbecue and fish plates: 10 a.m. daily
through Saturday at Blue Run Baptist
Church, 365 N. 16th Street, West Columbia.
Barbecue plates $10, fish plates $8. Call
979-345-3403.
Do it Herself workshop: 6:30 to 8 p.m. at
Home Depot, 100 Abner Jackson Parkway,
Lake Jackson. “Energy Efficiency: Sensors
and Dimmers.” Call 979-297-3562.

CORRECTIONS
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NEWS TIP?
979-237-0100

email: news@thefacts.com

Early Voting April 29th-May 7th
Election Day: May 11th
Your support would be 
greatly appreciated!
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www.tammiestouch.com

99-B This Way, 
Downtown Lake Jackson

979-297-8558Tammie’s Touch
Like us on

Monday-Friday 9am-6pm,
Saturday 9am-4pm

Ducklings, 
Bunnies & 

Easter 
decor

everywhere! 
Choose yours today!

We do more than just picture frames, if it is important enough to frame
then it needs to be protected, ask any professional frame why and how.

Bring in this ad before April 19th and receive 10% off framing.

GRAND OPENING
Tuesday, March 19th, 2013

4:30-7:30pm
506 S. Brooks, Brazoria • 979-798-1055

Hours: Tues., Wed., Fri. 10am-5pm; Thurs. 10am-6pm; Sat. by appt. only

*Upcharge for all 3D films

50 *

All Movies Presented in Digital Projection

THE CALL (R) NO PASSES
1210 100 235 455 520 715
935 1015
THE INCREDIBLE BURT
WONDERSTONE (PG13)
NO PASSES 1205 230 320
450 600 710 930
2D OZ: THE GREAT AND
POWERFUL (PG) 
NO PASSES 1215 130 430
615 730 1020
3D OZ: THE GREAT AND
POWERFUL (PG) 
NO PASSES 1145 1245 245
345 545 645 845 945
DEAD MAN DOWN (R) 
NO PASSES 120 420 715 1005
2D JACK THE GIANT 
SLAYER (PG13) 1145 220
500 740 1015

IDENTITY THIEF (R) 1150
225 500 735 1010
21 AND OVER (R) 1235 250
505 720 940
SNITCH (PG13) 1155 225 455
725 1000
3D JACK THE GIANT 
SLAYER (PG13) 
NO PASSES 1240 850
3D ESCAPE FROM 
PLANET EARTH (PG) 
NO PASSES 1200 905
THE LAST EXORCISM
PART II (PG13) 315 735
2D ESCAPE FROM 
PLANET EARTH (PG) 215 
700
SAFE HAVEN (PG13) 315 910
DARK SKIES (PG13) 905

The Facts makes every effort to ensure the
accuracy of its information, and it is our poli-
cy to correct errors promptly. Errors may be
reported by telephone at 979-265-7411; by
fax at 979-265-9052; or by email at
news@thefacts.com.
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additional in-kind contri-
butions. Without in-kind
contributors, the cost
would be much higher.
I’m attaching a list of the
contributors for this years
event.

We continually receive
compliments from elect-
ed officials and agencies
in Austin as to the uni-
fied voice that comes
from Brazoria County.
One example is this
morning’s Legislative
Breakfast. The cost is just
under $9,000 for this
one breakfast, but
Brazoria County Day
organizers think it is
important for residents
to have the opportunity
to hear Gov. Rick Perry
and Land Commissioner
Jerry Patterson speak.
The breakfast also is a
great opportunity to
speak firsthand with the
hardworking senators
and representatives for
Brazoria County, along
with their staffs. A very
nice, seated breakfast
will be served for 350
guests.

Brazoria County Day
is a great opportunity for
Brazoria County resi-
dents to meet elected
officials and network
with others from this
great county.

Debbie Pennington
Event Coordinator, 

Brazoria County Day 2013

DIAMOND LEVEL
Freeport LNG
CenterPoint Energy
Perdue Brandon Fielder

Collins & Mott/Stevens &
Rau

Phillips 66
Space Center Systems

PLATINUM LEVEL
Miller Beer-Faust Distributing
Port Freeport
BASF Corp.
AECOM
Ascend Performance

Materials
Associated Credit Union of

Texas
Brazosport College
Brazosport Regional Health

System
Costello Inc.
Dow Chemical Co.
Economic Development

Alliance for Brazoria County
Honda of Lake Jackson
Klotz Associates
LJA Engineering
McDonough Engineering
Moody National Bank
Pearland Economic

Development Corp.
Ron Carter Automotive

Dealerships
TDECU
Terra Associates, Inc.
Texas-New Mexico Power Co.

GOLD LEVEL
Geotest Engineering Inc.
Quorum Compensation Group

SILVER LEVEL
Friends of the River San

Bernard
Republic Services
Associated Builders &

Contractors of Texas Gulf
Coast Inc.

Allstate Insurance-Vicki
Melass

Binkley & Barfield
Captain Mark’s Seafood
CDM Smith
Central Brazoria County

Business Park
City of Alvin
Direct Effect Marketing
Diversified Ceramics
First National Bank of Lake

Jackson
Freese & Nichols Inc.
G2 Partners
GC Engineering Inc.
Gulf Chemical and

Metallurgical Corp.
Gulf Coast Water Authority
HDR Engineering Inc.
IDS Engineering Group
Killum Pest Control
Paradigm Consultants
The Facts

BRONZE LEVEL
Brazos River Authority-Lower

Basin
Aguirre & Fields
Buc-ee’s
EHRA
F.I.S.H. Studio
Gulf Coast Paper
BayStar Group
Bill Terry
Bob and Lori Sipple
Ravi and Pam Singhania
First State Bank
Gulf Coast Ford-Nissan-

Toyota-Chevrolet-Buick-
GMC

JNS Consulting Engineers Inc.
River’s End Volunteer Fire

Department

GENERAL LEVEL
Baywood Foods
Hays Insurance Agency
Jay Mallard
Robert Worley

BRAZORIA COUNTY DAYSPONSORS
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building and working
with new software.”

Her department and
the tourism bureau start-
ed setting things up in
their new space two
weeks ago, and now
they’re effectively moved
in. Also ready for use is
the new event center,
which is ready for rental,
leaving the fitness center
the only portion of the
facility not open to the
public, Pomerenke said.

“We’ve set a date of
April 1 as the official date
for the fitness center to
be open to the public,”
she said. “It’s about 30
pieces of equipment, and
some free weights. It’s

very nice equipment.”
The fitness center will

be open from 5:30 a.m.
to 9 p.m. weekdays and 7
a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturdays,
and closed Sunday,
Pomerenke said. A fee
structure should be set
well before it opens, she
said.

An official grand open-
ing ceremony also is
pending.

“I anticipate it’s four to
five weeks away,”
Pomerenke said. “We’re
working on landscaping,
and we’d like to have
that done before we do
that.”

Mayor Calvin Shiflet
said it’s nice to see some-
thing new on the scale of
the center in town.

“It’s the biggest project
since city hall and the

police station renova-
tion,” he said, which was
about six years ago.

About half of the fund-
ing to build the new
facility came from the
city’s hotel-occupancy
tax fund, and another
$130,000 came from the
insurance settlement on
the old parks building,
which was destroyed dur-
ing Hurricane Ike in
2008. The rest came from
the city’s building fund.

Shiflet and others say
the facility, coupled with
other initiatives, could
mark the beginning of an
upswing for Clute.

“We’ve got some major
projects in the works,
and hopefully they’ll
bear fruit and we’ll go on
to bigger and better
things,” he said.

ALAN NIESCHWIETZ/The Facts

Clute Parks and Recreation Director Dana Pomerenke, center, takes a phone call at the new
B.R. Hester Complex Parks, Recreation, Tourism, Fitness Center and Event Center. The fit-
ness room in the background will be the final area of the facility to open.

HOLLY PARKER/The Facts

Corky Melass, left, Justice of the Peace Jack Brown and
County Judge E.J. “Joe” King laugh Monday night during a
reception in Austin before today’s Brazoria County Day.
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