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FALLS CREEK — Fewer lights, fewer pas-sengers, larger expenses. The Clearield-Jefferson Counties Regional Air-port Authority dealt with numerous problems at their meeting Friday morning.During a review of charts, Bob Shaffer, air-port manager, pointed 
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ST. MARYS — At 92 years old, Jack Kestler sits in the living room of his South Michael Street home, looking out the bay window as hummingbirds lit from the feeder outside to a near-by tree branch where they rest and stare intently back at him.In that same living room, a hand-embroidered scene of Chartes, France, hangs on the wall. Stitched by the hands of his mother-in-law, the steeples of the Chartes Cathedral rise over the qui-et and colorful street of the quaint city.For Kestler, the wall hanging is more than a family heirloom. Several months after being captured on D-Day, he would be taken to the church, which became a holding area for nearly 800 Allied Prisoners of War during World War II. “It’s not good,” Kestler said of being a POW, held captive for nine months by German troops. “It’s noth-ing you’re ever proud of ei-ther, but it happened.” 
q q q On April 24, 1942, at 20 years old, Kestler quit his job at the Johnsonburg pa-permill and joined millions of other men who enlisted in the U.S. Army. When asked why he joined up, he said unlinchingly, “I want-

ed to go. We had just been attacked.” Once he joined the mili-tary, he would ind his place in C Company of the 507th Parachute Infantry Regi-ment of the 82nd Airborne Division, where he would become a sergeant. “Parachuters were never known for being nice guys,” Kestler says with a laugh. “The discipline is unbeliev-able. It’s rough. Many more failed than made it.” Months of training in the United States and Europe led up to Kestler’s big jump on D-Day, when on June 6, 1944, the Allied Forces of Britain, America, Canada, and France attacked Ger-mans on the coast of Nor-mandy, France. With more than 150,000 soldiers, the Allies were victorious, marking the turning point in the war.“We had trained and trained for this moment. 
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Jack Kestler of St. Marys holds a photograph of himself taken in 1943 - nearly a year before 
he would parachute out of a plane during the D-Day invasion and be captured by German 
troops. (Photo by Katie Weidenboerner)

Members of the Walter W. Craig American Legion Post 354 kicked off the Memorial Day Pa-
rade Saturday morning along Broad Street in New Bethlehem. (Photo by Evanne Gareis)

By Elaine Haskins

ehaskins@thecourierexpress.com 

DuBOIS — The DuBois Area Honor Guard is one of the local service organiza-tions that do a lot more than lead parades in their snappy uniforms, marching in step and carrying the unfurled U.S. and military service lags.Marching in parades is not the principal mission of the honor guard, according to Honor Guard Command-er Mike Skehan. “But we do enjoy it, and are honored to be called back each year to lead the parade and display the col-ors,” Skehan said.The Honor Guard’s pri-mary mission is to render military honors at the fu-neral or memorial services of deceased veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard).“We do this only at the request of the veteran’s fam-ily, and we do so at whatever venue the family chooses, in the church, at the funeral home, or graveside,” Skehan said. “We’ve even rendered military honors at an ash-

scattering ceremony in a re-mote, wooded area.”Inclement weather doesn’t stop the Honor Guard from conducting services at a cem-etery or elsewhere outdoors.“Our veterans didn’t serve only on warm, sunny days. Should we be any less resolute in honoring them?” Skehan said. “We have pon-chos for rain and cold weath-er uniforms for winter. If the family’s preference is for a graveside service, we’ll accommodate them, even if our bugle is frozen and our bugler able to produce only a ragged version of Taps.“By the way, this actually happened about two years ago on a very cold day at St. Catherine’s Cemetery in DuBois,” Skehan said. “The family insisted on having Taps played on a real bugle rather than using a record-ed version.”All veterans are eligible for these honors, Skehan said.“Not just eligible but also entitled, provided that the deceased veteran was dis-charged from the military under honorable conditions,” 
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More than 50 New Bethlehem area residents gathered at Gum-town Park, along Water Street, for the annual Wal-ter W. Craig Post 354 American Legion Memorial Day Service Sat-urday. Post Com-mander Robert Paul Fink, center stage, served as the program’s featured speaker. (Photo by Evanne Gareis)
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— Jack Kestler

No newspaper

Monday
The Courier-Express will not publish a news-paper Monday because of the Memorial Day holiday. The Courier-Express ofice will be closed Monday and will reopen Tuesday for normal busi-ness hours.
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