
I come to this moment with 
very mixed emotions: proud 
of what the men and women 
of the Department of Justice 
have accomplished over the 
last six years, and at the same 

time, very sad 
that I will not 
be a formal part 
– a formal part 
– of the great 
things that this 
Department and 
this President 
will accomplish 
over the next 
two.

I want to 
thank you, Mr. 
President, for 

the opportunity that you gave 
me to serve and for giving 
me the greatest honor of my 
professional life. We have been 
great colleagues, but the bonds 
between us are much deeper 
than that. In good times and in 
bad, in things personal and in 
things professional, you have 
been there for me.  

I’m also grateful for the 
support you have given me 
and the Department as we have 
made real the visions that you 
and I have always shared. I 
often think of those early talks 
between us, about our belief 
that we might help to craft 
a more perfect union. Work 
remains to be done, but our list 
of accomplishments is real. 

Over the last six years, 
our administration – your 
administration – has made 
historic gains in realizing the 
principles of the founding 
documents and fought to 
protect the most sacred of 
American rights, the right to 
vote.

We have begun to realize 
the promise of equality for 

our LGBT brothers and sisters 
and their families. We have 
begun to significantly reform 
our criminal justice system and 
reconnect those who bravely 
serve in law enforcement with 
the communities that they 
protect.

We have kept faith with 
our belief in the power of the 
greatest judicial system the 
world has ever known to fairly 
and effectively adjudicate any 
cases that are brought before it, 
including those that involve the 
security of the nation that we 
both love so dearly.

We have taken steps to 
protect the environment and 
make more fair the rules 
by which our commercial 
enterprises operate. And we 
have held accountable those 
who would harm the American 
people – either through 
violent means or the misuse of 
economic or political power.  

I have loved the Department 
of Justice ever since as a young 
boy I watched Robert Kennedy 
prove during the Civil Rights 
Movement how the Department 
can and must always be a force 
for that which is right. I hope 
that I have done honor to the 
faith that you have placed in 
me, Mr. President, and to the 
legacy of all those who have 
served before me.

I want to recognize my good 
friend Valerie Jarrett, whom 
I’ve been fortunate to work 
with from the beginning of 
what started as an improbable, 
idealistic effort by a young 
senator from Illinois, who 
we were both right to believe 
would achieve greatness.

Whatever my 
accomplishments, they could 
not have been achieved 
without the love, support and 

guidance of two people who 
are not here with me today. My 
parents, Eric and Miriam 
Holder, nurtured me and my 
accomplished brother, William, 
and made us believe in the 
value of individual effort and 
the greatness of this nation.

My time in public service, 
which now comes to an end, 
would not have been possible 
without the sacrifices too 
often unfair made by the best 
three kids a father could ask 
for. Thank you, Maya. Thank 
you, Brooke. And thank you, 
Buddy.

And finally, I want to thank 
the woman who sacrificed 
the most and allowed me to 
follow my dreams. She is the 
foundation of all that our family 
is, and the basis of all that I 
have become. My wife, Sharon, 
is the unsung hero. And she is 
my life partner. Thank you for 
all that you have done. I love 
you.

In the months ahead, I will 
leave the Department of Justice, 
but I will never leave the work.  
I will continue to serve and try 
to find ways to make our nation 
even more true to its founding 
ideals.  

I want to thank the dedicated 
public servants who form the 
backbone of the United States 
Department of Justice for their 
tireless work over the past six 
years, for the efforts they will 
continue, and for the progress 
that they made and that will 
outlast us all.

And I want to thank you all 
for joining me on a journey that 
now moves in another direction, 
but that will always be guided 
by the pursuit of justice and 
aimed at the North Star.

Edited from remarks made at 
the White House on Sept. 25. 
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Unassailable record
 

The resignation of the most 
prepared and the most steadfast 
Attorney General, in particular 
in the arena of civil rights, is 
a moment of lament for the 
nation but also celebration. We 
celebrate his achievements but 
we also grieve his absence. 
From voting rights, civil 
rights to  criminal justice 
reform, Attorney General 
Holder’s record from the 
vantage point of history and 
the view of citizens across the 
country is unassailable and will 
be enduring.

Cornell William Brooks, 
President and CEO
NAACP

Borne that burden 
Bobby Kennedy once 

said, “On this generation of 
Americans falls the full burden 
of proving to the world that we 
really mean it when we say all 
men are created free and equal 
before the law.”

As one of the longest-serving 
Attorney Generals in American 
history, Eric Holder has borne 
that burden. And over the 
summer, he came to me and he 
said he thought six years was 
a pretty good run – I imagine 
his family agrees. Like me, 
Eric married up. He and his 
wife, Dr. Sharon Malone, a 
nationally-renowned OBGYN, 
have been great friends to 
Michelle and me for years. And 
I know Brooke and Maya and 
Buddy are excited to get their 
dad back for a while.

So this is bittersweet.  But 
with his typical dedication, 
Eric has agreed to stay on 
as Attorney General until I 
nominate his successor and 
that successor is confirmed by 
the Senate. Which means he’ll 
have a chance to add to a proud 
career of public service – one 
that began nearly 40 years ago 
as a young prosecutor in the 
Department that he now runs.  

He was there for 12 years, 
taking on political corruption 
until President Reagan 
named him to the bench as 
a judge. Later, President 
Clinton called him back. So 
all told, Eric has served at the 
Justice Department under six 
Presidents of both parties – 
including a several-day stint 
as acting Attorney General at 
the start of George W. Bush’s 
first term.  And through it all, 
he’s shown a deep and abiding 

fidelity to one of our most 
cherished ideals as a people, 
and that is equal justice under 
the law.  

President Barack Obama,
Washington, D.C.

 

Protecting voters
 

Attorney General Eric 
Holder has been the best 
qualified attorney general in the 
United States. His leadership, 
courage and his unrivaled 
commitment to justice for all 
people, especially communities 
of color will certainly be 
missed. The progress the 
Department of Justice made 
under his leadership, most 
especially on civil rights, is 
unlike anything we have seen 
in generations. As attorney 
general, he has never been 
fearful of raising the issue of 
race. From protecting voters 
from over restrictive new voting 
laws that disproportionately 
affect communities of color 
and the elderly, to launching 
20 investigations of abuses 
by local police departments 
like Ferguson, Mo., Attorney 
General Eric Holder has stood 
up for Americans who could 
not stand up for themselves. 
We applaud his great work.”

Hilary O. Shelton, Sr. Vice 
President for Policy and 
Advocacy, NAACP

Sincerest gratitude 
The resignation of Attorney 

General Eric Holder is a great 
loss for our country. As one of 
the Obama Administration’s 
leading progressive voices, 
Attorney General Holder led 
the charge in support of same-
sex marriage, protecting our 
voting rights, and addressing 
the inequities in our criminal 
justice system. As the first 
African-American to serve as 
Attorney General, his honorable 
legacy of justice is nothing less 
than historic.

I have faith that President 
Obama will nominate a 
successor who not only shares 
Attorney General Holder’s 
commitment to social justice, 
but one who will follow 
in his footsteps in tackling 
the pressing issues facing 
Americans today.

From defending our 
country against acts of terror 
to protecting us against those 
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This divine time

who continue to target our 
civil rights, we owe Attorney 
General Holder our sincerest 
gratitude for his dedicated 
service to our nation. I wish 
him nothing but success in his 
future endeavors.

U.S. Rep. Gwen Moore
Milwaukee

‘Very personal’ 
regards to Eric Holder

A generation from now, 
when America crosses the 
demographic divide of its 
minority citizens becoming 
its majority population, and 
Ferguson is looked back 
upon as a pivotal point in 

race relations, 
undoubtedly, the 
coverage of that 
time by The St. 
Louis American 
newspaper will 
be researched by 
historians to find 
the elements 
then at work 
in the black 
community, 
which helped 
shape the new 

America.
Although they may find 

it curious, the historians 
will learn that for African 
Americans, Ferguson marked a 
divine time, for they will see in 
The American this penetrating 
color photo of an older black 
woman protester in mystical 
prayer, and also see front page 
reporting of a prophetic vision 
about Ferguson from a young 
black woman hundreds of miles 
away.

Looking further into the 
archives of The American to 
get a picture of the dynamics 
that shaped the millennium, 
historians will see a protest 
persistence having developed 
after the spark of the shooting, 
with an explosion of outrage 
possible at any point upon 

almost any provocation. 
They will see that even the 
positioning of an African 
American then by the white 
powers to command down the

black protesters proved 
fruitless, as they took aim at 
him.

Instead of seeing an African-
American commander quelling 
the dissent, historians will see 
that continuing and escalating 
acts of protest were occurring, 
as they will read about an 
interstate shutdown effort met 
by a militarized police force, 
and learn of the Weekend of 
Resistance.

At this same period of time, 
though, historians will observe 
from reading The American the 

black community becoming 
introspective in seeking change 
and solutions. The historians 
will see blacks in America 
then faced with the duality of 
dealing with violence from 
police officers and violence 
within the black community.

The role of the black church 
during the Ferguson period 
will certainly be examined by 
historians to see any similarities 
with the vanguard role played 
by the black church during the 
Civil Rights Movement, and 
they will note from reading 
The American that a nationally 
prominent minister delivered 
Michael Brown’s eulogy and 
called for justice.

As they saw during the Civil 
Rights Movement of the sixties, 
historians will, through the eyes 
of The American, see during 
the Ferguson period whites 
involved in and identifying 
with the cause of blacks. They 
will see through the columns 
and letters white lawyers 
having stepped forward to 
demand changes in the criminal 
justice system.

Yet, despite the good 
intentions of some whites and 
corporate benevolence, the 
historians will have to record 
that, during the Ferguson 
period, the racial divide on the 
issue of criminal justice was 
vast and deep. They will learn 
from their research that because 
of the dealings of white 
politicians, for black elected 
officials, Ferguson marked the 
beginning of a new political era 
and ideology.

Eric E. Vickers is an 
attorney, organizer and chief of 
staff for state Senator Jamilah 
Nasheed.

As I See It  - A Forum for Community Issues

‘I will never leave the work’
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Brother Anthony Shahid said it first, on 
August 10, one day after Michael Brown was 
killed by Ferguson Police Officer Darren 
Wilson. While organizing a group of dazed 
and grief-stricken people in front of Ferguson 
police headquarters, Shahid declared, “Attorney 
General Eric Holder is going to come to St. 
Louis and open a federal investigation into the 
Ferguson Police Department.” In fact, Holder 
did come to St. Louis on August 20 to meet with 
Ferguson protestors and police commanders, 
and on September 4 he did announce a federal 
probe into possible abusive patterns and practices 
in the Ferguson Police Department – and 
other police departments in the region, if the 
investigation leads that way. He also announced 
a Collaborative Reform Initiative with the St. 
Louis County Police Department.

Three weeks later, on September 25, Holder 
announced his intention to step down from 
the nation’s highest law enforcement position, 
though vowing to continue “the work” to protect 
and advance civil rights in the United States 
in a less formal capacity. We expect that some 
of “the work” where Holder will continue to 
show interest and lend insight is the federal 
investigation into police practices in St. Louis, 
where Holder took such a strong stand. He even 
stated on September 4 that the Department of 
Justice “continues to stand with the people in 
Ferguson” – an amazing thing for someone in his 
position to say about a protest movement against 
the police. 

African Americans in St. Louis should never 
forget the remarks Holder made on September 
4, when arguably for the first time in history a 
U.S. attorney general spoke candidly about law 
enforcement from the perspective of a black 
man. Holder specifically related his public 
comments to the “very personal” experience 
he had on the ground in Ferguson, saying it 
“sharpened my own sense of what was going on 
and potential need” for federal intervention. We 
must never forget that the sustained courage of 
our young people and their allies brought this 
powerful black man to St. Louis and taught 
him a few things about what it means to be 
policed as a black man. African Americans have 
understandable “bases for alienation,” Holder 
said, sounding more like a radical culture critic – 
or, indeed, a protestor – than the head of the U.S. 
Department of Justice. 

When President Obama publicly accepted the 
planned resignation of his friend and colleague, 
he pointed to Holder’s many accomplishments, 
which include the successful prosecution of 
“hundreds of terror cases” and “the largest 
mafia takedown in American history.” All 
Americans owe Holder a thanks for these great 
acts of public service, protecting our nation 
against its worst enemies, both foreign and 
domestic. We also owe Holder our gratitude for 
his accomplishments protecting voter rights, 
addressing racial disparities in sentencing, and 

supporting full equality for gay and lesbian 
Americans. Nia Malika-Henderson aptly 
described Holder as “the black leader Obama 
could never be,” writing that Holder “has been 
a link to the civil rights community and that 
tradition of black protest and righteous anger.”

Indeed, African Americans – and their 
allies who advocate for equal treatment of all 
Americans by law enforcement - owe Holder and 
the president who appointed him a special debt 
of gratitude. The Collaborative Reform process 
currently underway in the badly mismanaged 
St. Louis County Police Department was 
introduced by Holder in 2011.  The Las Vegas 
Metropolitan Police Department, the first agency 
to complete the process, adopted over 75 federal 
recommendations regarding the use of force. We 
expect that federal investigators will find at least 
as much to correct in the St. Louis County Police 
Department.

We truly shudder to think what an intense 
federal probe of police practices will turn up 
in Ferguson. Holder and his team are very 
experienced in this type of review. Over the 
past five fiscal years, the Civil Rights Division 
has opened more than 20 pattern or practice 
investigations into police departments, more than 
twice as many as were opened in the previous 
five fiscal years. Under Holder’s leadership, 
rogue police departments – and rogue elements 
in any police department – have had new cause 
to fear federal investigators and to reform their 
abusive practices. With pressure from Ferguson 
protestors and the community of conscience their 
courage awakened, we expect to see profound 
and lasting reform of police leadership and 
conduct in the St. Louis region – and, for this, 
we offer Eric Holder our deepest thanks in 
advance and our warmest regards.

n Although they 

may find it curious, 

historians will learn 

that for African 

Americans, Ferguson 

marked a divine time.

Attorney General Eric Holder met with 
Missouri State Highway Patrol Captain 
Ron Johnson during his visit to St. Louis 
on August 20.  Photo by Pablo Martinez Monsivais 


