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Cedric’s gala a good look. Cedric The Entertainer continues to use his 
celebrity to make things better for our community – and Saturday night’s 
“An Evening with Cedric and Friends” Gala Saturday night at the Peabody 
Opera House was no different. I’m so impressed with the worthy cause tied 
to the event that I’m going to save any disgracefulness for the absolute tail 
end of what I have to say. The event – which starred Cedric and Jill Scott 
– served as the kickoff campaign for fundraising activities for the Rosetta 
Boyce Kyles Women’s Pavilion at SSM St. Mary’s. 
For those of you who don’t know, Cedric’s mother is a cancer survivor and 
so the hospital and the family have teamed up to help other women receive 
the same exceptional care that Ms. Kyles experienced during her treatment. 
That.is.what’s.up! Event co-chair David Steward feels the same way is I 
do – because he told Cedric (in front of the whole audience) that he would 
continue his support next year too. I’m glad he did, because I can’t wait to 
see what Cedric pulls out of his hat on October 17, 2015. 
As an event, the gala was cute – and included video presentations from a 
few of Cedric’s A-list friends. My hands-down favorite was the one and 
only Lionel Richie, who serenaded Ms. Kyles through the video screen and 
probably had every woman secretly caught up in his rapture. I know I was 
overwrought with every gaze those surgically tightened passionate eyes of 
his made towards the camera. Lionel Richie had me feeling like he and Ms. 
Rosetta had a special connection. In my head I decided that they’d been 
playing Bingo and Bid Whist together for 45 years, but Lionel had feelings 
for her the whole time – and he kept his affections to himself until Saturday 
when he expressed his love through “Three Times a Lady.” 
Cedric’s set was cool, though I didn’t catch as much life as I was expecting. 
I did chuckle more than once – especially at the thought of sending a tweet 
to “@willieearl” and the image of a man of a certain age wearing a Cialis 
“sweetheart necklace.” 

Words, wigs and music: volume one. Vocally she was in her usual pristine 
form and her band was absolutely throwing down! But, to my utter shock, 
The Cedric and Friends wigliner headliner Jill Scott quietly caused me 
turmoil towards the end of the evening. I don’t know if because she’s been 
showcasing some sickening curves of late that she decided to be a blonde 
bombshell, or if she was giving us an exclusive preview of the “Wig In My 
Life Like It’s Golden” tour. Either way that platinum-cropped monstrosity 
had me reevaluating my fandom. I secretly decided that she must want to 
oust Janice Combs’ (Diddy’s mama) as president of the “Rich Women 
Poor Weave” social club. In the scheme things it wasn’t any more terrible 
than your average bad wig, but I just didn’t expect it from her. 
Anyway, after the initial surprise I let it go and got into the groove – until I 
started feeling even more uncomfortable about her set list. I’m not a prude, 
but if the mission statement for the company funds are being raised for 
is “through exceptional healthcare we reveal the healing power of God,” 
then perhaps sing and talk about something other than … well … you 
know. Besides the wig and the nasty, she was pretty good. Actually better 
than good – especially when Cedric came back to the stage and he played 
operatic choir director for the finale that showed off her vocal prowess. I 
know plenty of folks are still feeling a kind of way because she didn’t show 
up for the after party. But Cedric was so gracious about mingling with the 
people who came through that they couldn’t have left there holding him 
responsible.

Ray J and the Marquee’s winning weekend. Brandy’s little brother was 
in the STL over the weekend and if as many people that showed up to the 
Marquee Friday night had bought his last album, perhaps Ray J wouldn’t 
have to reduce himself to a “Love and Hip LA” love triangle orchestrator. 
Oh well, I was really impressed with the turnout and thought “maybe Ray J 
has more celebrity juice than I give him credit for.” But then I stopped the 
Marquee on Saturday night and saw that the crowd was even bigger – and 
the only celebrity in the building was the glorious stack of wings with my 
name on them.

Boundless with a future style star. If anybody has fashion designer Shan 
Keith’s contact information, go ahead and shoot him a text or e-mail 
and let him know that I’ll have EVERY female garment he showcased 
Sunday night in a 2X at the bottom and a 3X at the top. He showcased his 
Boundless line at Plush and it was every single thing your heart could ever 
desire. I saw Jeanne Roberts Johnson (who in my opinion belongs in the 
“Best Dressed in STL” Hall of Fame) giving them the nod, so I know it 
wasn’t just me. That boy is something else when it comes to a needle and 
thread. Trust and believe you haven’t seen the last of him – the fact that he 
almost won “Project Runway: Under the Gunn,” should prove my point.
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St. Louis’ own Cedric The Entertainer and Grammy 
Award-winning soul singer Jill Scott proved their 
drawing power as headliners for the inaugural “An 
Evening With Cedric The Entertainer and Friends” Gala 
Saturday night at the Peabody Opera House. The classy 
event served as the fundraising campaign kickoff for 
the Rosetta Boyce Kyles Women’s Pavilion (named 
in honor of Cedric’s mother, who is also a cancer 
survivor) at SSM St. Mary’s. 
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