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Planning and main-
taining a garden re-
quires a lot of effort, 

which can result in an 
aesthetically pleasing 
addition to the land-

scape. But that hard 
work can also fall 
victim to nature when 
local wildlife ind a gar-
den too mouth-watering 
to resist.

In an effort to 
rid a garden of unwant-
ed pests, gardeners 
may unwittingly scare 
away animals and 
insects that might just 
protect the garden from 
more ill-intentioned 
animals. Not every 
creature that scurries 
is out to get prized 
petunias or to devour 

tomatoes. In fact, many 
can prove beneicial to 
gardens.

BATS

Bats have a bad 
reputation, as people 
fear bats because they 
believe them to be 
carriers of disease. But 
many bats feed off of 
insects or fruits and 
will not harm a human. 
The average brown bat 
can eat 1,000 mosqui-
toes in an hour, so it’s 
easy to see why bats are 
good to have around. 
Mosquitoes are not only 
a nuisance but also har-
bor potentially danger-
ous diseases. Bats also 
may eat certain rodents, 
which can cut down on 
the number of animals 
burrowing in a yard.

FROGS

Frogs and toads will 
prey on insects and 
make the local in-
sect population more 
manageable. Toads eat 
mainly slugs, who feed 
on the leaves and fruits 
of many plants. Frogs 
and toads are attracted 
to water, so including a 
pond or another water 
feature in the garden 
will provide them with 
a habitat they like.

BIRDS

While it is true that 
some birds can dam-
age crops, many birds 
are content to feed on 
insects attracted to the 
garden, which helps to 
keep insect numbers in 
check. Chickadees, for 
example, will dine on 
aphid eggs, while larger 
birds may prey on 
mice or other rodents 
or simply scare them 
out of the garden. Jays 
and mockingbirds are 
known to be feisty and 
can even deter dogs 
and cats from a yard. 
Hummingbirds will sip 
on the nectar of low-
ers and help pollinate 
plants.

SNAKES

Snakes in a garden 
can be disconcerting 
to some people, but 
snakes are ideal pred-
ators who feed on 
insects and rodents 
several times their 
size. Snakes are the 
right size and shape to 
invade the burrows of 
pest animals.

Many animals and 
insects can be detri-
mental to the health of 
a garden. However, sev-
eral animals are handy 
to have around and 
should be welcomed to 
the landscape. 

Certain animals can actually make your garden grow

Several animals are handy to have around and should 
be welcomed to the landscape. 

Helpful
and harmful 

insects
Gardeners 

grow frustrated 
when seeing their 
gardens infested 
with insects. In an 
effort to restore 
their gardens, 
homeowners 
might be tempted 
to eradicate any 
bug that moves 
in their yards. 
But gardeners 
would be wise to 
irst learn which 
insects are hurting 
their gardens and 
which can actually 
help gardens in 
the long run.

 
HARMFUL

Certain insects 
can be dangerous 
to animals and 
plants.

APHIDS: These 
insects suck on 
the juice needed 
to sustain plants, 
particularly when 
they congregate.

BALD-FACED 

HORNET: Hor-
nets tend to be 
an aggressive 
species that can 
sting repeatedly. 
Should you ind 
a nest near an 
entertaining space 
or garden, it can 
cause trouble.

CARPENTER 

ANTS: These ants 
will burrow into 
wood causing 
damage. They may 
compromise any 
wooden structure.

RED PAVEMENT 

ANT: As they feed 
on all manner of 
human food, these 
ants can quickly 
overtake areas and 
deliver painful 
bites.

GRASSHOP-

PERS: Certain 
grasshoppers, like 
the red-legged 
grasshopper, can 
decimate food 
crops and transfer 
parasites to birds 
when eaten as 
prey.

CATERPILLARS: 

Many caterpillars 
will feed on leaves, 
stems and other 
parts of plants. 
The tobacco horn-
worm moth cater-
pillar can damage 
potato and tomato 
plants.

HELPFUL

Plants depend 
on insects to 
transfer pollen as 
they forage. While 
some pollinate, 
others are pred-
ators of other 
pests.

BIG DIPPER 

FIREFLY: These 
colorful insects 
feast on earth-
worms, slugs and 
snails during the 
larval stage.

GARDEN SPI-

DERS: Although 
some spiders can 
be venomous, 
many are handy 
to have around. 
They’ll help con-
trol pest popu-
lations that can 
damage plants.

DRAGONFLIES: 

These arial artists 
are consuming 
smaller insects 
that would other-
wise pester plants 
and humans.

BLUE-WINGED 

WASP: This wasp 
attacks the lar-
vae of Japanese 
beetles, helping 
to control beetle 
populations.

BEES AND BUT-

TERFLIES: Butter-
lies and bees are 
some of the best 
pollinators and 
can add whimsy to 
gardens.

Performance You Can

Count On

Welker Farm Equipment
4820 Clay St, Geneva, Ohio

440-466-2664

TITAN HD® 1500 Series

$300 Off
• Tough 5” deep 7/10-guage TURBO FORCE® 

   Cutting Deck

• Tool-Carrying Versatility with Quick 

   Carry System

• Powerful Toro® 24.5hp* Commercial 

   V-Twin Engine

See dealer for full warranty details
See dealer for full warranty details. The gross horesepower of this engine was laboratory rated at 3600 rpm by the engine 

manufacturer in accordance with SAE J1940 or SAE J2723. As coni gured to meet safety, emission, and operating 

requirements, the actual horsepower on this class of mower will be signii cantly lower than what may be stated on this ad.

LIMITED WARRANTY

4
YEAR

500
HOUR

Model shown 74452 with 60 in deck

www.toro.com

SAYBROOK 
FEED & GARDEN 
• Garden Seeds
• Onion Sets
• Seed Starting Supplies

8023 South Depot Road
Saybrook | Ashtabula
440-969-1312

Saturday 8:30-3 • Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30

Offering the Latest and Best in

Outdoor Power Equipment and Services

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

LENOX EQUIPMENT CO.
3593 St. Rt. 46 South,

7 Miles South of Jefferson, Ohio 44047

(440) 294-2900 • www.lenoxequipment.com
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LOUDERMILK TRACTOR & CYCLE

RT45

ASHTABULA, OHIO  44004

440-969-1211

loudermilks.net

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1965

LOUDERMILK 
TRACTOR & CYCLE

RT. 45, Ashtabula, Ohio 44004

440-969-1211
loudermilks.net

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1965

Tackles the toughest terrain and
most challenging conditions that
require more power with a 26 hp**
Kohler

®
 V-twin engine.

• High-output battery
• Keyless engine start
• Fabricated deck
• Heavy-duty front
   wheel bearings

• Multi-Trac tire tread

• Front bumper and armrests

1 Offer subject to credit approval.  Some restrictions apply. See store associate for details.
* Product Price — Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be
 additional and may vary. Models subject to limited availability. Specii cations and programs are subject to
 change without notice. Images may not rel ect dealer inventory and/or unit specii cations.
** As required by Kohler, all power levels are stated in gross horsepower at 3600 RPM per SAE J1940 as
 rated by engine manufacturer.

© 2017 Cub Cadet

STARTING AT:
$5,99999*

STARTING AT:
$2,99999*

STARTING AT:
$54999*

STARTING AT:
$3,29999*

Delivers more of what counts,

with steering-wheel control

and four-wheel sttering for

unmatched stability.

Includes dealer-exclusive

Premium Performance Package

for unmatched comfort and

convenience features.

The i rst Cub Cadet walk-

behind mower to feature

selectable four-wheel drive for

easy navigation on any lawn.

POWERFUL,  
PREMIUM, 

PERFORMANCE!

SPECIAL 
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE*

STOP IN TO YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SIMPLICITY
®
 

DEALER TO TEST DRIVE A SIMPLICITY TRACTOR 

OR ZERO TURN MOWER TODAY!

Conquest™ Yard Tractor
• Briggs & Stratton® Commercial             

Series Engine with EFM

• Exclusive Suspension Comfort System™ 
(SCS™) for a Smoother Ride**

• High-Speed Transmission

• Deluxe Instrument Panel with  
Automotive-Style Features

• Power Steering (25/52 Model Only)

• Heavy-Duty Free Floating™ Mower 
Deck with Limited Lifetime Warranty+                  
(25/52 Model Only)

• Briggs & Stratton® Commercial Series 
Engine

• Front and Rear-Wheel Suspension 
System for a Smooth Ride

• Foot Assisted 14-Position Height-of-Cut 
Adjustment

• Hydro-Gear® ZT-3400® Transaxles

• Rear Bumper for Engine Protection

• High-Back Seat for Added Comfort

Champion XT™ Zero Turn Mower

LOUDERMILK 
TRACTOR & CYCLE

RT. 45, Ashtabula, Ohio 44004

440-969-1211
loudermilks.net

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1965

Note: features vary by model.  Champion™ shown with optional armrest kit.
* Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See dealer for details.  

**Results of Suspension Comfort System™ depend on grass/yard conditions
+See dealer or operator’s manual for details.

150164H
www.simplicitymfg.com
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